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Introduction 

- This Users* Raport Has b«an compilad from th« information stippliod 
by thtt infltructors participating in tha National Scianca Foundation 
Cocmninity Collaga Projact fiald taat of PIATO XV during tha fall amaatar 
of 1975| and rapraaanta thair raaponaaa to both tha aquipmant emd couraa- 
wara of tha PIATO ayatw. With certain axcaptiona axplainad balowi no 
attaaqf>t has baan loada to adit faculty raaponaaa* Inatructors* opiniona 
diaplay ths strengths and waaknaasaa of PLATO as thsy conceive thesa to bai 
even though individual inatructors may be unfamiliar with tha PXATO raaourcas 
at thair diapoaali or tha otaana of dealing with already recognized prdblama. 
Ttta experience of inatructora with PLATO variaa widelyi ainca tha project 
j^ncluded both the new tiaer and tha axpariancad programmer* Haadara ahould 
baar in mind that experience and familiarity with the ayatem determine in 
great meaaur^ tha axpactationa inatructora hold for PIATO« and, poasibly« 
tha sophist^fccation of thair responsaa tp it* Vbim caveat ia no laaa true 
for inatructora wboaa overall evaluation is negative than d^t ia for those 
who are enthuaiaatic uaers. ^ — . 



^ their own areas. Tha reader should examine both tha general introduction ^ 
and the appropriate area summary before evaluating tha individual caae 
reporta for each aubject* 



The Uselra' Report ia a series of case studies Organised by instructor 
rather than by class* The report is primarily organized by subject area 
end secondarily by instructors who teech a^ particular class* But since 
many teachers teach more than one courssi this has meanti neceasarilyi that 
some course evaluations will appear out of aequence* For examplai tha caae 
reporta of all inatructora who' teach introductory biology without laboratoryi 
firat aameatari appear firat aa a group in tha biology aaction* Since some 
of thoae inatructora also taught other couraaa« thoaa cdOTve reporta will 
also appaar« although out of aequ«nce* While thia arrangwant may be in<!ron- 
venient in aoma reapacta« the alternative waa to duplicate a good deal of 
instructor information and interviews in order to prsasrvs th^ case organi-^ 
zation by instructori or abandon hoakDgeneous courss grouping^ altogether* 
No aaction ia so longi howeveri that the labor of aaarching for tha out of 
place course ahould be burdensome* To make the taak eaaier« croaa referenpaa 
to out of place couraea have bain provid^ad in the TABLE OF COKTBtlTS. 

Each caae raport ia divided into three aactionat the firat is a com- 
pilation of ths reQX»naaa to inatructor and courae queationnairaai tha 
aacond ia an abatract of an interview with the inatructorr tha third ia a 
quick reference graph ahowing atudent uae data for each of tha instructor's 



' h general introduction has been provi^ 
the coordinators for the several subject aj 




Organ iaat ion 



couraea* 
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Case Reports 

The name of the Instructor i his college i and course number havdt been 
deleted 'from the report captions* In their places are an instructor's 
identification number and descriptive titles for his or her courses. 
Although some information about college and course number can Jb^ obtained 
from the interview sunnaryi the Users* Report, has purpos^y tried to dis-^. 
courage comparisons among instructors and colleges by de-emphasizing 
instructor and collie identity* 

Questionnaire Responses 

Below the identification caption are three groups of responses con- 
cerning (1) Course Informationi (2) Course Svaluationi and (3) Instructor 
Information* 

. "(1) Course Information presents the name of the coursdi its enroll- 
ment/ the manner in which piatO was used and the time 14^ Was usedj the 
management of the curriculum and rosteri the source from which or upon 
whose recommendation lessons were selected 1 the instfudtor*s practice of pre** 
viewing lessonSi and the extent of contact with ET&i if any* 

(2) Course Evaluation includes comment upon thp learning level of 
lessonsi their quality and their quantity/ the percent of lessons previewedi 
the number of PIATO sessions affected by serious mechanical failure 1 and a 
statement of the instructor's interest in PIATO* 

(3) lnstruct<^ Infbrmatijon contains data concerning the instructor's 
firit contact with PIATO, his or her participation in a University of Illinois 
extension course in PIATOj release time for PIATO development! prior use of 
PIATU in the classroomi years teachingi years at his or her collegej and 
tenure status. 

Samples o^ the questionnaires can be found at the end of the INTRODUCTION* 
Readers yshould note the answer options suggested by the Community College 
Project Vtaff* Participating instructors wert not, however, limited to the 
responsei^ suggeeted* Unexpected responses may be best interpreted by 
reference to the specific wording of the question* 

Interview fSummaries 

Interview summaries were conq^iled by the editor from the responses 
given hy each instructor to the twenty-eight questions of the interview 
guide* Responses were usually organizeiS into a summary of three part»t 
(1) general cosments, (2) lessons and uses comments, and' (3) administrative 
and mechanical dooments* The last includes the. instructor's estimates of 
the impact of PLATO upon his or her career. and upon the teaching profession* 
Where responses were jparticularly full, some 'sections .were further subdividedt 
in some interviews "lesson" comments and "use*' comments appear under separate 
headings, some sutnmaties contain a section on specific recoimnendations* 

* 
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Two members of the Community College Project staff of the Computer-^' 
based Education Research Laboratory (CERL) conducted interviews^ one inter- 
viewing Parkland College faculty and the other interviewing the City Colleges 
of Chicago faculty. Individual interviewing techniqueET might differ^ but 
the interviewers did not prompt or solicit specific answers* The Users* 
Report attempts to reproduce interview comnents as faithfully as possible 
whether the instructor's remarks were laudatory or negative. Only in com-" 
ments which might be interpreted to the disparagem^t of an iijdividual were 
names dieted* In contrast^ where instructors remsurked upon tha praise- 
worthy achievement of a fellow faculty or staff .member ^ names have been 
retained'in the desire to recognize^ those who deserve oongratulations. 

The careful reader will note two voices in the interview sumariSsw 
The greatest part of the time^ the instructor's comnents ere paraphrased 
as declarative sentences* Where a direct paraphrase might create confusion^ 
or where the use of a first person pronoun c6uld not otherwise be avoided^ 
the voice of the editor appears in such words as **in the instructor's 
opinion** or **the instructor believes** to cite two coporaon examples* Notwith- 
standing the' resort to this possible clumsy device^, the editor has tried tJb 
avoid any distortion of the instructor's reouurks* As a check against 
inadvertent ^rror^ subject coordinators were asked to check interview 
summaries for obvious misstatements or errors. If an occasiohal mistake 
escapes even their vigilance^ the edit^ accepts full responsioS^ty* 

Readers are encouraged to examine the sainple of the interview guide 
that is found at the end of the INTW)DUCTION to help interpret the interview 
summaries* Moreover^ summaries ought to be read in combination with the 
questionnaire responses; while the two may duplicate some information^ they 
are essentially complementairy* ' ^ 

Student Use Data ^ 

THy^ data presented in graph.^56rm originated the on-line course 
files of the participating instructors* The data hfiiZ been reduced to graph 
form for ease of reference to the particular informMion the CERL staff 
believe to be most significant* Included are {1) toul number of student 
users^ (2) the total hours of use by the class^ and (30 the. distribution 
of student users by hour use. The total number of stqgjtnt users may not^ 
in some cases ^ equal thei class enrollment at either theDsginning of the 
c6urse or at the end. Course files will retain use data for any student 
^ who has been entered in the class roster and has used the systam at least 
once^ regardless of whether he or she joined th^ class after initial enroll- 
ment or dropped the dourse prior to the completion of the term. Unless ' 
instructors deleted names of students who withdrew from the oourse^ data 
for those students will appear in the graphs. In one instance three 
chemistry instructors entered all their students in a common roster; in that 
case readers are directed to the case report that contains the graph for the 
common file* 

Recurrlsnt Opinions 

Certain responses to PLATO recurred with sufficient frequency to command 
some interest* Although the following remarks slK)uld not be taken as the 
uniformly shared opinion of all participating instructors they represent 
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the judgment of a significant eirj^gh group of faculty to warremt mention 
here. Recurring opinions^ judgments^ and evaluations concerned chiefly 
courseware^ l.e.^ lesson content^ topic coverage^ and programming. 

Uses ^ jf 

The most frequently recommended use of PLATO was to provide drill and 
practice for students* P^TO's capacity for limitless patience and Its 
rapid response £md correction make.lt Ideal ^r problem sets^ practice 
at mathematical operations^ computa^tlon of formulas^ and exercises in 
In grammar. In this sense^ It Is ar^jexcel^ent^ alternative form of workbook 
for practical skills^ and one that ca\be pr^rantned to help the etudent 
w:{.th hints and Instructlbns Jjn a way tn^ printed media can not* ; 

^ , In contrast^ the least effective U8e\>f PLATO Is as a simple replace- 
ment for a text. Extended* texts are more difficult to read on PLATO than 
lnl)^k format; moreover^ books are easier tli use fojf review and study of 
prior pages. Finally^ books are portable andXcan accompany the student to 
be used ^t a time and place of his convenience* v 

Lessons 

The most frequently mentioned flaws in lessons are mechanical program 
errors and excessively rigid answer judging^ both of whlbh annoy students* 
Also frequently mentioned was lack of restarts^ wh:l^h forces students to 
repeat materia^ already accomplished or prohibits t^he resumption of an 
incompleted lesson. 

Less frequently mentioned was a l&ck of humor or effective expi^oitation 
o&^^raphics and motion in lessons* Many instructors camuented in one f orm ^ 
or another that static panel displays inhibited student interest and partici- 
pation* Similarly^ many instructors noted that> to be most effectivn^ 
lessons should require student participation^ usually in the^ form of 
required positive response? A significant number of instructors thoui^ht 
that lack of typing skills prev^ted easy use of lessons > and preferred 
that typing requirements either Dje eliminated or answer judging modified 
to accept mistyped answers. One English instructor added that she would 
like to rewrite all her own lessons to require only touch panel responses* 

^---^^ Instructor opinion is divided aH to who should develop lesSOnS. The 
majority position seems to be that lesion content and 'arrangement should be 
written by using faculty^ either individually or in conmittLee^ and programmed 
by professional programmers. This judgment reflects two ijqpjbrtant concernst 
(l) difficulties with, poorly programmed lessons^ and (2) insufficient 
attention to cultures or learning Levels of the intended audience. The 
interviews disclosed two miriority positions^ one holding the professional 
programmer ought to develop and execute all lessons^ and the other holding 
the opposite^ that instructors using PLATO ought to develop and execute lessons* 
The first position emphasizes the quality of the professionally produced 
lessons and the latter emphasizes the tinique appropriateness to the audience 
of the instructor's lessons* 
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A similar divergence exists in attitude toward content. The majority 
of instructors pref^ lessons' which are designed tor t^eir particular 
classes and which reflect thbir classroom practices and pedagogy. A 
significant minority waitt standard lessons keyed to a widely used text 
vhich can be used by' many teachers and classes. Each position .Ijnposes 
different requirements on the •PLAtQ system. A multiplicity of lessons on 
the same topic creates inefficient use oA the system^ since idio«ynci;atic* 
lessons have 16w u^e. Moreover / cos^te to the ichool rise if individual 
instructors are given' release time to develop individually useful PIATO 
leQSons. The other approach may malc^ PtATO more -accessible^ but inhibits 
th^ realizatioji of" its full potential by restricting useful variation in' 
lesson design. 

Instructors did not as a general rule want comprehiensive coverage of 
^ll topics constituting a course syllabus > ^ich could be used for wholly 
self-controlled instruction. ^They did, however^ want lessons available on 
all topics that could be used at the instructor's Hiscretion as a supplement 
to class or labs> or for review and practice. P^c^Imm solving lessons were 
particularly desired in the sciences. V 

Almost all instructors expressing an opinion oh lesson review thought 
that all new 3.eBsons ought to be previewed by faculty prior to release^ 
but: tlie fexms review ought to take commanded no uniformity of judgment. 
Very few instructors thought that new lessons iinsatisfa'ctoify <^o^the faculty 
ought to be prohibited from release. 

^ ^* 

Mechanics" and Administration * * 

The greatest single administrative or technical problem was the 
relative unavailability of te£minals>. or of sati'sfacjbpry ^tirne for use. 
Some instructor;* who wished to schedule PXATO uyS during class found that 
time had to be scheduled early before the term in order to obtain the 
desired hour. ^Others who preferred to use PXATO outside of class noted 
that terminals- were not always available for casual use. Moreover^ even 
when te^inals^.were ava;^lable> sometimes the computer mcaaory capacity' was 
exciieded» preventing students from studying lessons not then already in 
use at that sit«. Instructors with large classei were obliged to split 
their classes for PLATO uss> or assign two students to a single terminal. 

• 

Complete systftm failures were less frequent this term than before and 
Acounted for few instructors* complaints. Occasional ter]0iinal malfunction 
or failure pf accessory equipment provoked most.dissa^isfaction. Slide 
projectora received the greatest number of cop^lainta. Expanded micro* ^ 
fiche resources were desired* but many instructors did not indicate'whtfther 
thi^ was diasatisfaction with the system's capajbility or with the currently' 
available joaterials. 
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Th^ five-year contracjt between thfe National Science Foundation and 
the University of Illinois io-ifirplement and evaluate the PIATO^ systan 
calls for a demor^stra^ioh and f^ield ,test during the final two. years 
(1974-7^^ - Five Illinois conHaunity colleges^ are among the educational 
institutions partiqipating as fieljd test sites, tfhxs report about com- 
munity college PLATO useirs during Fall 1975 includes only those subject 
area?^ coordinated by the university of lllinoist accountancy, biology, 
ch^nistry, English, and mathematics- in short, this is a record of a 
part of the subject areas, in a part of the test "sites, during a part^of 
the time. The field test itself represents only a part of the to£al 
vPIATO use during this two-year period. 




The above remarks ate intended to place the reported activities within 
a p^<toer frame of reference and not to minimize their importance. The task 
of introducing a technological inno^tion into established educational 
institu^ons is more than, a matter o£ installing a functioning system. 
Th^ primary goal of the. field test has been to achieve local commitment 
that will^3ustain the use' of PLATO in the community colleges beyond the 
initial heavily subsidized field test period. (' 

Following the first year of the field test, the CEHL community college 
staff and the VlATO staff members from the *field test sites met to design^ 
data instruments, to gather information about PLATO use and users* - The 
PLATO Educationally Evaluation and Reseairch Group and the independent evalu- 
ator. Educational! Testing Service > ^participated in these work sessions. 
It seemed obviousifrom the start that teachers* acceptance of PLATO would 
depend on. such^parimeters as the quantity and quality^ of suitable course- 
ware, development or familiarity with the. technology, reliability of the 
computer and tennina\^ scheduling and administrative support, and availability 
pf other deliveiry syst^s. In addition, we felt there was a need to capture 
ih a usable format answers to the following basic questions; 

Who^were t3ie teachers using PLATOi did they share any common 
characteristios? 

Why did these teachers become involved in the project, how had 
^ they been trained? 

How did teachers use PLATO in their teaching? , , 

What did teachers see as the strengths and weaknesses of the lesson 
material and/or the deliveiry system? ^ 



PLATO is an acronym for Programmed Logic* for Automatic Teaching Operation^ 
It is the official trad^iark of the Univjersity of Illinois Computer-based 
Educatiop Syst^. , V 

City Colleges of CJKicago (Chicago Urban Skills Institute, Kennedy-King 
College, Malcolm X Colleg^e, Wright College) anct Parkland College, Champaign* 

" ^ > * . -^ "^ ^ 
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What degree otv instructional effectiveness is dema^ed'^by risers of 
PLATO lesson^? " * 



V 



Who should prepari^ tlie jnaterials? 



What applications aife cost efftective? 



As 
to 



How much control ddes\ system 
content" or formatl^ ^ 



architecture exert on the^^instructional 



What curricular changes 
use? 



(scheduling/content) are effected bV PLATO 



What teacher behaviors are clanged 




though 



^TC5t uae? 

\ - - \ \ ^ 

the above questions suggest, the field test was eKjreat. world- Approach 
innovation rather than a neatly"* designed education^ e^eriment with 



control group studies* An added value of the User's 
it provides of what happened durinc^Jbhe field test* 



>rt is the record 



This report should not be viewed as aii eyaluatioil; judc 
3^en made on the infomiation bresknted here^ fiurih intet 



have 

not b'feen made on the infondation i)resfented here> Such interjS^etatxon 
would demand familiarity with detslils of project design stich aVmethods 
of selection. of participantsy^inst^ctionai format, etc. 



The co™ity college project teels it can be^t benefit futur^ 
educational research iii-c6mj3tit;jer--based instruction by reporting on 
process and mil^ptones associaHied with introducing a new technology. 
To date, 118 PLATO terminals are operating in five schools geographically 
and culturally distant from a University rese^^rdh laboratory. The Us« 
Report not only raises demanding c^estions for \continued research but 
represents substantial p^rogress in^ achieving the primary goal of; the prt 
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Teacher Information 
(given any time) 



Name; 



:> 



■■■ . V 

Office Room h ) 



Office Phone; 



>_ 

College: Parkland Dawson Kennedy-King Malcolm X. Wright Other ' 



Department; 



a b 

Accy Bio 
a ' b 



Chem 



.English 
d 



Math 
e 



Other 



> 



1. How did you first learn about PLATO? 

a. PLATO staff at this college \ 

b. U of I staff 

c . fellow ' teacher ' 
4. other . 



2. Did ydU take aQy;of^ these U of I extension cour£es?\ ( yes or no) 

a. Suimner 1972, Dr. Videbeck — introductory 

b. F&ll 1972, Dr. Videbeck ~ authors 
. -c. Spring 1973, Dr. Videbeck — users 
' d. Springtl973, Dr. Videbeck authors 

e. Spring 1974* Dr. Ghesquiere — introductory 

£. Fall 1974, Dr. Jordan — introductory 

- g. Spring 1975, Dr. Jordan ~ introductory 

h. Spring 1975, Dr. Jordan — advanced 



3. How many PLATO lessons have you designed? )_ 



a. 0 b. 1 ^c. 2 d- 3 e. 4 f. 5 or more 



4. How man^ PLATO lessons have you programmed? 



> 



a. 0 b. 1 c. 2 d. 3 e. 4 f. 5 or more 



5. Have you had release time for PLATO? 
a. Fall 1972 



b. Spring 1973 

c. Summer 1973 

d. Fall 1973 

e. Spring 1974 



(yes or no) 

f . Summer 1974 

g. Fall 1974 

h. Spring 1975 
i* Summer 1975 

Fall 1975 




Teacher Information (continued) 

(This questloii appears each ^im^ a ''yes" for release time Is given.) 

6. Number class hours released? ^ 

/ ^ 

3 b. 6 c. y d. 12 ^. other 



£. Suiter 1975 
g. F^ll 1975 



7. Have you used VLATp in your classes? 

a. Fall 1973 / 

b. Spring 197/ 

c. Summer 1974 

d. Fall 1*74 

e. Spring 1975 



8. I received my PLATO training from 

a* n^self 

b. credit course ^ 

c. site coordinator 

d. assistant sit&^ coordinator 

e. University ot Illinois staff 

f. Fellow teacher 

g. others 



(yes or no) 



V 

\ 



:.\ 



9. Number of years teaching experience? ) 



10. Number of years In this college? 



> 



11. Are you a tenured faculty member? 
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Course Information 
\ — 



Beginning^ of Semester 



College: / Parkland Dawson Kennedy-King Malcolm X Wright Other 

/ \ a b c d 



Department ; Ac_ fcy^ Bio 
a X b 

Course Number; ' ^ 



Chem 



Number of students enrolled^ iiow: 
Class schedule day/ time; ^ \ 



English 
d 



Math 
e 



e 

Other 



f 



> 



1* Have you scheduled PLATO (yes or no 

a« ^urlng class time 

b* during non^class time with PLATO termlnala. reserved 

^ ■ / ■ ' V 

c* during non-class time with no reservation of PLATO terminals /_ 

d* other ' ^ 



Have you scheduled PLATO to* 



a« Replace classroom instruction and/or lab 
b« review and practice 
supplement homework 



c* 
d* 
e« 



replace homework 
extra credit 



f* -other ^ 

3. When there ai;e more students than terminals > will atudents 
terminals 

a« choose their own partners for each session 
b« be assigned partners on a rotating schedule 
c* be assigned, partners on a fixed schedule 
d, do other work until a terminal is availably 
e* other 
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Course Infonoatlon — Beginning of Semester {continued) 



4*^ The PLATO course roster will be managed by 
a* myself ^ 
b* fellow teacher 
Cm^T^slte coordinator 
d* asslstapn sl^e coordinator 
e* University; o^Illlnols staff member 
f. other 



5» The PLATO curriculum (Index, sequence, etc*) will be managed by )_ 

a. myself 

b. fellow teacher 
c* site coordinator 

d. assistant slte^ cooi^lnator 

e« University of Illinois staff member 

f * other ' 



6. The PLATO lessons your class .will use were 
a* recommended by a U of I staff member 
b. recommended by a PLATO "^staff member at this college 
c* recomntended by a^* fellow teacher 
d; chosen from the course catalog of PLATO lessons 
e. other ^ 



(yes or no) 



71 Will you have worked thro^iigh the PLATO lessons as a student before they 
are used by your cla^&t } (yes or no) ) 



ERLC 



8. While your class used PLATO, will you 

a* observing student's 

b. assisting stuiSbnts with use of' PLATO terminals 

* c. assisting students with lesson content 

d. managing cAurse records 

e* using PLATO lessons /as a student 

f. having Individual conferences In the PLATO area 

g* having small group Instruction In the PLATO area 

h. present doing non-PLATO related class activities 

1* be elsewhere doing class-related* activities 

j » other 2 g 



(yes or no) 



gourse Information Beginning of Semester (continued) 
9* Have you been contacted hy Educational Testing Service? (yes or no)) 
10* If yes, haye you agreed to administer 



a* pre-tests 
b. post-tests 



(yes or no) 

> : 

> 



cl student attitude questionnaires ) 
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Course Intonnation — End of Semester 



Name 



College; Parkland Dawson Kennedy-King Malcolm X Wright Other 

a b c d e f 

Department; Accy Bio Chem English Math Other 

a b ' c d e f 



Course Number; ^ 

Number of students enrolled now; ) 



1. 



For this class material on PLATO was generally 

a* too difficult 

b* difficult , 

c* appropriate 

d» easy 

e» too, easy 



> 

J- 

> 



2* The amount of material on PLATO for this class was 
a* more than sufficient 
b* sufficient 

c * less than sufficient ^ ^ 



3* Generally, the quality of the PLATO lessons was 
very high 
b» high , y 

C* average 
<* low 
ek* very low 



4* About what percentage of the PLATO leasons did you work through aa a 
student before they were uaed by your class? ) 



a* 
b* 



100% 
50% 
c* 25% 
d. 0% 
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Courae Inforznatlon — End of Semefitar (continued) 

5. Did you uae PLAOX) to (yea or no) 

a* replace clasa Instruction and/or lab 

b* revlew-atul practice 

c* supplement homework 

d* replace homework 

e* extra 'credit 

£* other 



6* The PLA*rO lessons your claas used were (yes or no) 

a* choaen from the curriculum catalog of PLATO lessons 

,h* choaen from the hard^copy Index 

Cp recomnended by another t^eaclier ^ 

d* recommended by a U of I staff mastber. 

e* recommended by a PLATO ataff member^at this college 

f* other 



8. The PLATO course roster was managed by ^ 

a* myself 

b. fellow teacher 

c* PLATO ataff at thla college 
d. U of a staff member 

other ^ 

9. The PLATO curriculum was managed. by * 
a* mysctlf ' 

b* fellow tftacher t 

c. PLATO ataff at thla college 
dt U of I ataff member 

e * other 

(yas Qr no) 

10." Ware you contacted by ETS? ^ ) 

Did you give the pre-teat? ) 

Did you give the po«t-teet? ) 

Did yon give the student attitude queatlonnalras? , ) 

21 
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Course Information — End of Semester (contlnue^]^ ^ 

(yes' or no) 



11« Would you use your own time to Improve PLATO Instruction? 
(e*g*, design more lessons^ write lesson 'critiques ^ etc^ 



IZ* ^How many scheduled PLATO sessions were seriously affected by 
D^echanlcal problems? ) 



3 
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Interview Guide 



1* What related teaching materials did you use? 

(Name of text, workbooks, audlo-vlsuals, practice sets, etc*) 



2. Generally, what effect do you think PLATO had on class achievauent? 

Did FIATO seem more or less effective for students of particular abill^ty 
groups? 1 ^ 



3* Do students like class more or less because of PLAIO? Why? Did class 
attitude vary with the learning abUlty? 



4+ what was your experience with mechanical problems? 



5* Did you prepare alternative class activities if PLATO was "down"? 



6« Which lesson topl|^s seem best suited for PLATO ^^struction? 



7* Which lessons sdemed\of highest quality? Why? 
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Interview Guide (continued) 



8. What are your suggestions fjc^r/ improving lessons? 



9^ What other course topics would you sugg^t be taught on PLATO? 



10* Which lessons ysed unique PLATO capabilities: self-paced^ individualized^ 
interactive/ 0el£-correcti9nj answer Judging^ branchings animation^ 
diagrams^ ^t^* 

/ ' 

/ 

' . / ■ 

11* Vhat scheduling problems did you jeDcperlence? How could these problems 
be avoided in the future? 



0 




12. Who helped you ^ using PLATO? 



13* Which lessons seemed to fit with your course syllabus? What additional 
course tbpips would you liks to see covered on PLATO? 
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Inteprlew Guide (continued) 



14. Which lesBOHB Beamed to fit the learning level of your' claBB? Which 
Beemed too difficult? too eaBy? 



15. Hw did you c^OOBe which leBBonB your claBB would uBe? 

16. What criteria would you use in Belectlng PIATO leBBonB If you uBed f^:iO 
again In teaching thlB courBe? 

17. What advantageB do you see with PLATO? 



18. What dlsadvantageB do you dee with FLATO? 



19. How would you 'change your mathod of Mfilng PIATO the nttxt tlma you teach 
thl« course? ' ^ 



•V . > . 

20. How would you compare a PLATO leeaon as a teaching method to anothax madia 
o£ aqual quality? {batter or wdraa) 

b w b w 

, wdrkbooka programmed learning 

audio vlauala lactura 

homapork tutor* 

taxtbook claaa dlscuBBlcn 

drill In claaa lab ^ 

25 
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Interview Guide (contJjiued) 



21. How would you like to see/PIATO uaed in- the future? 



22. What effect d^..you think PLATO will hav«on the teaching profession? 



23. How has PIAIO effected your clesflroom teaching? 



\ 



24. What degree of cleaa preparation is raciuirad for a PLATO sMtfion? 
ts thifl repeated each time a lefl«on>i8 used? 



% * ^ - 

25. How should future l^sona (curricula) ba davalopad? 



26. Who managed th« course roster and currlculimt? 
V. 

27. Did yo{^ give ETS pre-tests» post-tests» attitude students? Comaents? 



/ • 
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Interview Guide (contl|iued) 



28. 



using PLATO made ^ny important difference to your car^r? 





aCCOUNTAHCY 
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SUBJECT COORDINATOR'S SUMMARY ~ ACCOUHTANCjf 

- - - ■ 

History * 

. The PLATO accountancy curriculilm now contains f orty-^even different . 
available lessons i including an injtroducto3cy lesson and a comment leisson. 
All could be a*pplicable to material taught in a two-semester introductory 
accounting course* Nine lessons include elements bf cost accounting and 
therefore could be used in^ a cost accounting course* Six lessons contain 
elements of budgeting and management Analysis/ which may not be covered ^ 
in some introductory courses. 

Thomas Leneheni Assistant Professor at Wright College (on leavei 1975 - 
1976) and James C* McReown,, Associate Professor at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign, were chiefly responsible for the development of the 
accountancy lessons. Professor Lenehen was instrumental /n the development 
of eleven lessons; 'Professor McKeown has recoded the saml lessons for PLATO IV 
has added answer judging to themj and hal& contril^^ted 'i]/ other ways to their 
development. Professor. McKeown has been responsible fo^ the development and 
coding of the reminder of the lessons j except for those^on cost accounting 
and one on partnerships* The cost lessons were developed by a team of 
graduate students at the University of Illinois at Urbana-ChanQ^aign working 
under the supervision of Hans Martin Schoenfeld as part of a graduate course* 
Professor McKepwn helped code and provide answer judging for ttiese lessonsi 
and he now maintains them as well as all the other accounting lessons^ with 
the single exception of **PartnershipS|" which was written and coded by 
George Trentj Assistant Professor at Wright College. 

The majority of these lessons had been written :and coded by Pail 1974| 
\^en the implementation phase ^of the community collie project began* An 
accountancy coordinator, Dorothy Pondy, was hired by CERI^in July 1974. 
\ms. Pbndy compiled a hard-copy ind« and description of all the accountancy 
l.&ssons* She also contacted all the instructor-^users to introduce them to 
tne available courseware and to assist them in learning to manage their own \ 
courses* By Pall' 1975, a fairly stable group of instructor-users had been 
ideuitified. These instructors were, for the most -part, able to manage their 
ownXstudent rosters and curriculum on-*line index. The; coordinator continued 
to aWist the instructors and to act as liaison between them and Professor 
McKeown. Minor changes in the programs continued to be made as problems 
aroseA .So^tiiaes chat^es requested by instruqtors were not made in defer- 
ence to\the pedagogical or philosophic convictions of the authors* in 
sunitiary,\ accountancy has progressed from initial lesson development to a 
fairly well-developed introductory curriculum used by a stable core of 
instructor^ at the community college level and at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-dhampaign. 

■ ' J 

current City and Coimnunity College Use 

* '* ' ' 

^ During Fall Semester 1975 the PLATO accountancy lessons were used by 
S97 students for a total of 3,063* hours at Chicago Urban 3kills Institute, 
Kennedy-iCing College, Malcolm X College, and Wright College (the City Colleges 
of Chicago); and Parkland College, at Champaign* Additionally, the same 
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lessons were used by at least t^083 students, for a minimum of 25,526 hours 
at the University of Xll^inois at UrbanaW:hainpaign* Lessons were usec^ in both 
sanesters of an introductory accounting course, in a cast accounting Woursei 
in learning labs, in an . accountihg\clerk program,' and 'in an adult education 
course* ^ ^ - * * 

, * Use varied from school to school and from one course to another. The 
project has not ttied to impose a standard format f or *use on the 
\ colleges; rather, %t haS attempted to describe and docnment the uses to 
which PLATO has been put. In school #1 the PLATO accountancy curriculum 
is used only'outside of th6 regular blassroo^ft as a Supplement, or a part 
o^ a learning laboratory. In schools *#2, #3, #4, and #5 PLATO is generally ' 
used during classtime for varying reasons. At school #2 there is little 
\^ free terminal time for students to useJ?LATO on their own. At schools* #3 
and\#4 the experience has been that students will not come in on their own 
tim^ because of conflicts with outside jobs, indifference, or othe^ reasons, 
■^At school #5 students* programs and sphedules are such that scheduled class^ 
time provides the only available access to FLATO* 

There ^as been significantly less use made of .the available lessons 
in the second semester of introductory accounting than in the first semester, 
for several reasons. First, there are fewer students enrolled in the second 
semester course, since many drop out of the first semester course* Moreover, 
some who ^^inish. the first smester elect* not to continue.. Conse,quently, 
there are fewer second semester courses offered* Second, many of the lessons' 
available f oi; the second semester course are designed for management account- ^ 
ing, topics which some schools do not include in the second semester syllabus. 
Third> some instructors are reludtant to give up classroom time to PLATO. 
For the most par^ second semester introductory courses have not ^Jised PLATO 
as a Replacement for classtime. In the oa'se of the one instructcfr who tried 
to do so, the class met so lalie in the evening that the PLATO lab closed 
shortly af ter^ the class began. ' 

Instructor Evaluation 

^ ■ • 

In general, instructors are satisfied with the available lPLATO account- « 
ancy Wessons* They f^el that the lessons are appropriate foV use"by community 
college students; and that there is sufficient, although not complete, Cover- 
age of topics in lessons of average to good quality. Differences of opinion 
among authors and instructors have created Some minor problems'' concerning 
^sbme items and issues. ,One frequently shared ^opinion is that there should 
be a larger number of alternate answer^ that are acceptable, and that spelling 
mistakes should n9t be per^lized* 

Qomh topics, such as 'debits and credits, journal entries," and special 
jourhals, could be supplemented by new lessons* Other topics, such as. pay- 
-roll systems, deferrals and accruals, personal income taxes, and payroll , 
taxes I are not currently covered in any lessons, and need to have new lessons 
written for them* Two instructor^ vfho have release time during Spring Semester 
1976 will \be working at^ developing new lessons on these topics* ^ 

With one unfortunate exception, instructors were not significantly 
bothered by mechancial malfunctions during the fall semester* Except folr 
the fact that everyone would like to have inore time available for students 
Q to use PLATO outside of class, ^scheduling posed no serious problems* 
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ID MUMBBR Accoiintancy Instructor #1 



COURSE INFORMATIOH 

^Enrollment 
Schedule 
PI^'^ Use 
Roster ' 
Curriculxim 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



;^ccounting Clerk (continuing) 
10/9 

during cla^s 

review and practice * 

self 

self 

course catalog ' 

yes . \ ■ 

no 



CX>URSE EVALUATIOH 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of I^essons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions T^ffected by Failure 

Wbuld You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 
sufficient 



average 
25% 

2 or 3 

jk 

yes 



S 



INSTRUCTOR IKFORMATION 

M 

First PLATO Contaci 
U of I* Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO pse 
Source of PLATO Training^ 
Years Teachijng 
¥ears at t]ij[s College 
' Tenure ' /' 




Hs. Law (P. ' leader) 
. none 
0 
0 

none 

Spring 75 - Pail 75 
si^ coordinator 
no response 
1/2 \ 
no 



*Term beginning/end 
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IWinSRVIEW SUMMARY — Accountancy Instructor #1 
Ho interview conducted. 

i 

Accoiintlng Clerk 



# 



5 - 



. n I n , n . n . II ■ n . 



0 



4- 



■4t 



8 



10 , 12 



-J *— I- 



+ 



14 



16 



18 



20 



□sage distributi6n ■ _ . - Q 

Totals: ,10 students', 49 hours, ftverag*: 4.9 
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ID NUMBER AccQxmtancy Instructor #2 



CODRSE INFORMATION 

*Enrollment ^ 
Schedule . 
PLATO Ose • 

Roster 
Curriculiin 
Lesson Source 

Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Adult E<5ucation Accounting ^ 
28/15 

^uring class^ ' * 

replace claasworki review and practice^ 
replace hoorework 

sdlf 

self 

U of I staffs college PLATO staffs 
course catalog 

yes* 

no 



C0D66E EVALOATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Vour Own Time 
Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 

more than sufficient; 

high 

100% 

n 

no 



INSTRUCTOR IMFORMATIOti 

First PLATO Contact 

0 of I Extension Course 
« PLATO Lessons Designed 

PLATO Lessons programmed 

Release Time 

Prior PLATO Ose 

Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at this College 
> Tenur^ 



college PLAft) staff 

none 

1 

1 

Spring 73 

Spring. 74, Fall 75^ ■ 

6elf,' site coordinator, 0 of I staff 

8 

8 * . 

yes 



*T^rm beginnlng/«nd 
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ID NUMBER Accountancy Instructor 



8 

#2 



COURSE INFORMATION 
Name 

^Enrollment 
Schodi^lft 

PIATO UsA 

Rostftr 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 

Leeeon Preview 

ETS 

COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessone 

Quantity of Lessoiy 

Quality of Leesone 

% Lessone Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would Vou Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contadt 
U of I Extension Course 
PIATO Lessons Desicrned 
PLATO Lessons Pro^aimned 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of plAto Training 
Vdars Teaching 
Voars at this College 
.Tenure 



Introduction to Accounting - 2 

73/S2 (total 2 sectioned 

outside of class > terminals not reservddl 
occasional in-class use 

Replace classwork^ review apd practice'^ 
replace homework 

self 

self 

U of I staff > college PLATO staff > 
course catalog 

yes 

posttests 

appropriate 
sufficient 
high 
100% 

0 (both sections) 
no 



college PLATO staff 
none 
1 
1 

Spring 73 

Spring 74, Fall.7S 
self > site coordinator; U of I staff 
8 

yes 




ER^C^^^ b*ginning/end 



INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Accountancy Instructor #2 

\ 

General ' 

PLATO* 8 effect on student achievement Is mixed; it certainly helps 
some but for others it is no benefit. Approximately . 65% of those helped 
are slower students and the remaining 35% are better students. On the 
whole > students like it better because it is an interesting program and 
provides them a means of review. Better students find it unnecessary and 
some refuse to attend PLATO session. PLATO is a unique and different 
approach which provides effective review and reinforcement. Its disadvan- 
tages are its insistence on rigid answer requirwtkents and its inability 
to discern typing errors from incorrect answers. ^ 

PLATO is equal to hofmework and to a text. It is not as satisfactory 
as class discussion. PLATO, however, is better than all other suggested 
media and forms of instruction. 

Use and Lessons S 

PLATO was used in class in the Adult Education course and out of class 
ir> the Introduction to Accountalicy - 2 courses* PLATO was enqslpyed for reviBw 
anis practice* and to replace homework. NO change is planned for the future. 

The text for the course was Accountir^ Principles by Niswonger and Fess. 
PLATO lessons were selected from the on-line index by ??om Lenehen to cor- 
respond i:o the chapter order of the syllabus. 

Journal entries problems provided the best topics for PLATO And the 
majority of lessons were fairly good. Lessors involving journalizing and 
posting made best use^of PLATO's special features. Lessons on .journal entries 
classification of accounts, and special- journals best fit the instructor's 
syllabus. While the learning level of most lessons is just right, the 'lesson 
on adjusting entries was too hard and provided too many of the same type of 
.problems. 

In the future, teachers should prepare the text of the lessons for the 
profeseional programmer to implement. More lessons should be developed to 
fit the syllabus of Accounting 102 and luw and existing lessons should not 
require such stringent typing requirements. ^ 

Mechanics and Administration 

Technical malfunctions were minimal. This year represents an improvement 
over past experiences. No scheduling problems occurred « 

Richard Neapolitan and Al Meers managed the class roster and Tom 
Lenehen, Meers, and Neapolitan assisted the instinictor in the use of PLATO. 

PI^TO reduces the role of the teacher in the classro<»n and,' in this 
instructor's opinion, this is a good thing; students learn more quickly and 
painlessly with PLATO. Moreover, PLATO can! be used to cover areas which 
would otherwise have to be skipped in class'. So far, PLATO has had no 
influence on the instructor's career. 
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Accountancy Instructor #2 — continued 
Adult Education Accounting 



C 



to 4- 
# 



5 



- '^ ' n I I I . n I lTL, , n I n ■ /| n . n , n a , n . n , n . n , ■ n 

J0 2 4 6 ft Iff 12 ^4. 



M ■ ■ ' I 
16 18 



8 10 
Usage distribution — 

Totals: 29 students, 229 hours. Average: 7.9 



^ hrs 

2i3 



Introduction to Accounting - 2 



« ■ 



5 



d - 



H 



I 



^ — ' — I hrs 



0 



8 



10 



12 M 



16 18 



20 



01 

C J. 
D 

# 



5 r 



Usage distribution 

Totals: 29 students^ 32 hour*. Fiverag«: 



rO 



1 . 1 



■II [II- 



n . n I II ■ n 



i_LI_| . 1- 



0 



6 




■J (-^r-" — 1 > 1 hr 5 



1^ 



12 



14 



16 18 



20 
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Totals: 24 students. 28 hours. Average: 1.2 
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IDNUMBER Accountancy Instructor #3^ 



COURSE INFORMATION 
Name 

^Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx^) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



lAtroduction to Accounting ^ 1 (3 sections) 
106/73 (total 3 sections) 
during class 

review and practice, suppIemanT£ homework 
self * , 
U of I staff 

course catalbg, U of i staff 
seme ^ 
pretests^ posttests, attitude surveys 



appropriate 

sufficient 

high 

50% 

30% 

yes 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Prograitmied 
Release "Hmm 
Prior PLATO Use 
source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at this College 

Tenure 



college PLATO staff 

none 

0 

0 

■t 

nona 

Pall 74 - Fall 75 

site coordinator^ asst slta ooordlnatorj 
fellow Instructor 

13 

13 

yes 



*T«nn becf inning/and 
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IDNUMBER Apcoiintancy Instructor #3 



COURSE XMFORMATXON 
Name 

^Enrol Intent 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum^ 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Introduction to Accounting - 2 
25/no response 

outside of class i terminals not reserved 
ijeview and practice, supplement homework 
self . 

U of I staff t 
U of I staff 
some 
no 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level o£ Lessors 

• J. 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality. of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx^) 

; Sessions Affected by Failure ■ 

Would You US6 Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



no response 
no response 
no response 
no responsd^ 

no response 
no response 



INSTRUCTOR XMFORMATXON 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Les3Qns Designed 
PLATp Le&sons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Yeazu at this College 

Tenure 



college PLATO staff 

none 

0 

1 

I 

none * 
Pall 74 - Fall 75 

site. coordinator, asst site coordinator, 
fellow instructor 

13 

13 

yes 



*Tenn beginning/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Accountancy lnstrn<3tor #3 
General ' 

So fari the Influence of piato on achievement la not meaaurable and 
the Inatructor reaervea jwdgament until information la available that will 
prove the worth of PIATO* N^ever^ studenta aeem to like lti perhiapa 
becauae It la new and novelV but at any rate It may provide a good adventure 
for the claaa. It can it^e learning palnlesa and fiinj although some atudsnta 
are antagonized by* the attimblri[ig blocks of poor pr^Dgrainming wit^n lessons* * 

PLATO la better than audlo-frlaual alda, althoi^h It la worae than 
homework, lecture, tutors, or dlacyaalon* Bie Inatructor prefora not to 
try to judge It In comparison* to othar media or forms of Instruction* 

Uae and laaaona * 

PLATO waa uaed. In claaa for review and practice* In the future,^ the 
Instructor would uae PLATO In the same way^ although he would reduce classn 
time allotted to leea than one aeaalon a 

V 



The tftxt for the courae was Introductory Accounting , eleventh edition 
by Nlawongor and Feas* The Instructo]^ selected aJ>|3roprlata elementary PIJVTO 
lessons from the on-line and hard^copM^ indexes* 

Hhe tpplca dealing with material covered at the ^ginning of the 
dburae were best, although no Individual leasons^were Identified aa particu- 
larly good* Many leeaons uae PLATO effectively and the Bin^ler lessons, 
those appropriate to the first two months of the course, fit his syllabus 
best. The learning level of most lessons was appropriate* 

No matter who authors lessons In the future, all need editorial 
review. While the subject matter coverage of existing lessons Is adequate, 
the Instructor has given to the accountancy coordinator, Dorothy Pondy, 
a list of sflggestlons for improving present lessons. Including recommendations 
for improvement of mechanics, content, and approach. 

Mechanics and Administration 

This Instructor seemed to be uniquely troubled with severe mechanical 
difficulties. At times, one^half the teinoinals were operablei as a con^ 
sequence, students were frequently obliged to double up so no time would 
be lost. However, no scheduling probl^s arose* 

Al Meers managed the class roster and Lenehen, Pondy, and Meers PT^o- 
vlded help In the use of PLATO. \ 

ETS pretests, posttests, and attitude surveys were given. 

PLATO has made one day's teaching a week easier for this Instructor, 
although It has squeezed the classtime avallfJble to cover the course 
matj9rlal« So far, the Instructor sees no partlculao: impact of PLATO on 
the teaching profession. 
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Accountancy Instructor #3 — continued 
Introduction to Accounting - 1 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 36 students, 1S4 hours. Average: 3.5 
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Accountancy ' Instructor-^ #3 — Continued 
Introduction to Accounting - 2 \. 
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MBER . ■Accountancy Instructor #4 



INFOEiMJiTION 




V 



COURSE EyALUATIQN ^ * 

Xevel. of Lpssons 

Quantity of L^^sons ^ " / 

Quality of Lessors - 

% Lessors Qr^iewed (approx.) 

Sessions* Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Insjbructlon 



Introduction to Accounting - 1 
/16 • 
no response 

review and practice, supplement homework 
self , 
self 

course catalog ' * 

yes ■ _ , 

pretests, joosttests, attitude surveys 



appropriate 
^ sufficient 
^avera*ge 

50% 

0 

yes 



INSTRDCTOR INFORMATION ! 
First PtATO Cpntact 
D of I Extension Course 
P^TO Lessons Designed - 
PLATO Lessons Prograinmed 
Release Tirtie \ 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
' Tenure 



U of I staff 

Spring 73, Videbeck, users 

0 

0 

Sunomer 75 

Spring 74 - Fall 75 
self, U of l/^taff 
8 

6 ■ " 
no 



*Term beginning/end 




INTERVIEW SUMMARY Accountancy litetri^ctor #4 
General 

instructor Is not sure that PLAlb has mad^ any significant effect 
on student achievement* He has not evaluated the achievement of students 
either in this or previous semesters* Mdreover^ attrition rates seem the 
dame for clashes with pr without PLATO* In contrast^ those students that 
u^e PIATO and Ijpce it in the first semester want it in the second semester 
course* Better students s^em to like P12VT0 mo^e^ f or it gives innnediate 

jiswers to questions, eliminating Jbhe need to ^ait for the next class> 
P1|AT0 helps students cover more and forces them to do the work; every 
stydent is obliged to participate* If PLATO, has a principal disad^^antage, 
itjis tha% outside time is regiiired of students unless classtime is 
sacrificed* ^ - ' * 

In gener^, PLATD is better than a workbook^ homework, 'progrrammed 
learning, or tutors* The instructor is undecided about its comparison 
to drill and l^b,^ and it is not as satisfactory as the remaining kinds of 
instruction or h^edia, 

Use^ and Lessons 

■ I , ■ ■ V-..:. : . , _ :^ ■ 

\ The text for the\couri&e was Ulswonger and Fess* Accounting Principles ^ 
eleventh edition^ and the ap^opria-^e practide sets for that text* Complex 
men^ry PLATO les^ns were chosen trim the course catalog and reviewed 
pric^ to assignn^en 



nt^ 



^ Topics covered in the first few weeks on jovurnalizing suit PLATO 
exce:>tionally w^ll* Especially ^ood lessons are those on journalizing. 



the lesson on changes in balance sheet equations* The latter fits 

;t perfectly With l^e mateifial. in the text* Lessons on special jourhals 

Vplato*s unic^e capabilities exceptionally well* The instructor noted 



and 
almo 
'used 

that W>st studenils liked to be called by first names and those lessons 
which are personalized provoked good response* learning level of the 

\Lessons chosen was approji^iate since the ine^tructor had previewed all lessons 
%s^-^^spQcially to eliminate i|hose too e^^y or too difficult* 

In the^ future^ less<i^ns should be developed on materials appropriate 
to second through ^fourth {semesters of accounting work* New lessons for 
entries and special journals and sales purchase transactions, as well as 
appropriate worksheets f6r both, should be developed* Both ^new and fisting 
lessons should eliminate differences in terminology from standard texts* 

Mechanics and Administration i . 

Occasional terminal red-lighting posed the Only mechanical j^roblems 
during the tern* The instructor deliberately cho^e a night class to avoid 
scheduling problems* The instructor managed both the curriculum and the 
roster himself* Hits Yamada and Dorothy Pondy provided general assistance 
in the use of PLATO* 

ETS ^pretests and posttests were given' although the instructor ^s ^no 
cofoment on the adequacy or usefulness of the tests. 



ERIC 



* . 43 



18 



Accountancy Instrugtor #4 — continued 

Ideally, instruction' In accounting should consist: of. a combination 
of PLATO and classroom work. 11^ instruct^ would like to see one hour 
of classroom ^'work with threfe hours of PIATO. On the whole, PLATO has 
helj>ed simplify teaching accountings although it has had tio effect oft 
classroom work* The instructor did not estimate the effect of PLATO on 
his career, although he was awai^e that the administration of his college 
knew of his involvement with PLATO. 
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Totals: 32 students, 383 hours, Rverage: 12.0 
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ID NUMBER Accountancy Instructor #5- 



COURSE INFORMATION 
Name 
^Enrollment 
Schedule \ 
PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lessor^ Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Introduction to Accounting * 1 \^ 
32/25 

during class 

replace classr6m work 

self 

self 

U of I staffs college PLATO staff 

yes 

no 



\ 



:qors 



E EVALUATION 



^evel of Lessons^ 

(^antit^y of Lessons 

Qqality of Lessons^ ' ^ 

%1 Lessons Previewed (approx* ) 

Sessions Affected by f^^ilure 

Wbuld Vou Use Vour Own Time 
to improve PLATO instruction 



appropriate 

sufficient 

average 

50% 

0 

no 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Firet PIATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons ProSgraitinied 
Release Time 
Prior PLATa Use* 
Source of PLATO Training 
Veeurs Teaching 
Years at this ^College 
^ Tenure 



fellow instructor 

none 

0 

0 . X 
none , 

Fall 74 - Fall 75 
self, fellow instructor 
13 

13 ^ 

yes 



*Term beginning/end 
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ID NUMBER Accountancy Instructor #5 



COURSE INFORMATIOH v 



Uame 
*Enroliment ^ 
Schedule 
PLATO Use . 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Som^ce 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Introduction to Accounting - 2 
22/20 

outside of class, terminals r»t reserved 

review and practice ' 

self 

self 

course catalog 

n9 ■ - 
no 



COURSE EVALUATIOM , 

Level of Lessons 

Quar^tity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx^) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

\ Would you Use Your Own Time , 
to Improve PlATO Instruction 



appropriate 

suffic'ient* 

aveifage 

0% 

0 

no 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATIOU 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I 'Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tenure 



fellow instructor 
none 
0 
0 

none 

Fall 74 - Fall 75 
self> fellow instructor 
13 
13 



*Te3nii beginning/end 
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INTERVIEtf SUMMARY *- Accountancy Instructor #5 
General 

Use of PIATO suffe3:ed because of the strike by the community college 
teachers in the City Colleges of Chicago system. Lost time is particularly 
troublesome in the use of PIATO for; at least to this instructor^ more can 
be' covered in class in^the same amount of time. There seems to be no 
difference in att^^tude toward PIATO ainong ability groups. PIATO does pro- 
vide good class supplement for students intrigued by iToveltyj it heightens 
interest in the, course. However, mechanical problems, such as inoperative 
terminals, limit its use> as does unfamiliarity among students about the 
use. oi the system* ' 

Use and Lessons ■ , * 

PLATO was used during claestime to replace some classrooni instruction; 
no change^ in use is planned in the future^ although the instructor vould 
like students to be able to drop in to use PLATO as a class supplement and ' 
not as a substitute* ' ^ 

The course was assigned Introductory Accounting , eleventh edition, by 
Niswpnger andFess, and homework problems. PLATO lessons recommended by 
University of Illinois etaff^embers and by PLATO etaff at the college were 
selected to fit the .course syllabus. Most pf the topics covered in the index 
fit. The lesso>i on the worksheel: the instructor thought particulsurly good. 
All the accounting lessons are sufficiently interactive to make good use of 
PLATO'S special characteristics, and all the^ lessone fit the instructor's 
Syllabus* The learning level of the lesson Adjusting Entries wae too 
dif f icult^^ aXthough the majority of les3on8 are Satisfactory. If there is 
a general cdmplaint>, it is that lessons are too long, especially the lesson 
Special Journ&ls. ^ . 

NO specific suggeetions for lesson improvement wetfe noted> although' 
the instructor did feel that the available lessons were designed more for 
the use of University of Illinois students; thay did not fit easily with 
his text. 

Mechanics and Administration 

Ho mechanical problems occurred nor did schQ<3uling problems except for 
the fact that insufficient terminals were available for the class* 

i 

Laboratory aides managed the roster of the course and Dorothy Pondy 
provided assistance in the use of PLATO. 

J The course had no ETS contact* 

The instructor estimates that PLAOX? will have a minimal effect on the 
teachinfF profession. It certainly will not replace a teacher. So far, it 
has heyd no effect either on his classroom teaching or on his career. 
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Acc<^unt^cy Instructor #5 — coR-blnued * 
Introduction to Accounting - 1 ' 
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Introduction to Accounting,- 2 



+' ■- 

If) X. 



5 -- 



n 



Jl 



JIj lXL 



JIj. 



0 



8 10 .12 14 16 18 20 



UswtW* distribution 

Totals: 16 students; 30 hours. Fiverage: 



1 .9 




23 



ID NUMBER I Accountancy Instructor #6 



QQHBSE lUFQRMATIQH 
Name 

*Erirollment 
Scheaule 

PLATO Use 

Roster 
Curriculum 
Lttsvon ^Sourcft 
LesBon Preview 

ETS ^ 



Introduction to Accounting - 1 

35/ . , 

during class; outside of claBS> terminals 
not reserved 

replace classwork^ review and practice > 
suppXoaent homework 

self 

self 

course catalog 
yes 

pretests > po8ttests> attitude surveys 



. qOURSS EVAIitfATION \ 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx^) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You use Your Own Time 
to lit^prove PLATO Instruction 



no response 
no response 
no response 

no response 
no response 
no response 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 

' U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Trai-fting^ 



Years Teaching 

Years at this College 

Tenure 



U of I staffs fellow instructor 
Spring 73, Videbeck, users 

5+ r 

non^ / ■ 

Pall 74 V Fall 75 

/Self> credit course^ site coordinators^ 
U of I stlaff 

6 

4 

no 



/ 

. *Tenn beginning/ end / 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Accountancy Instructor #6 
Gene ral 

■ \j 

Nb general aseesfiment can be made of PLATO'fi influence on s1:udent 
achievement. At timefi^ it eeeniB to help; some students however will not 
try to puzzle out answers and will go through the motions of using PLATO 
on a kind of trial and error baeis until they get right answers. There 
is little feedback from students ^about their attitudes toward PLATO. 
Better students seem to like it more; slower students like it less and 
see it as one more opportunity for failure. PLATO's principal advantage 
is that it provides a one-on-one relationship, no student can hide frcmi 
his terminal as he can from the instructor in the classroom. PLATO's 
disadvantage is that it may permit samm students to play -around with the 
equipment and fail to complete lessons or fail to understand the lessons 
they do complete.. 

PLATO is a better aid than laJDoratory, progromaed learning, workbooks, 
homework. It is not as good as a text, drill, lecture, tutors, or class 
discussion. 

Uee and Lessons 

PLATO was used one day a week as a replacement for classtima. Lessons 
were used to replace class instruction, forreview and practice, emd to 
supplement homework. Students W6rQ_also permitted to uee terminals with-* 
out reservation as they were available for review. In the future, the 
instructor would like to have a less rigid schedule. Sometimes the class 
is not ready for the scheduled PLATO lesson at the hour scheduled for PLATO. 

The course required Accounting Principlee , eleventh edition, by Nis- 
wonger and Fess, a workbook, and some ditto sheets provided by the instruc- 
tor. PLATO lessons were selected from the printed catalog; the instructor 
previewed all lessons before they were assigned. Those topice which 
required the student to participate and to produce anewere, for example 
Journal Entries, suit PLATO best. The most satisfactory leseons were 
Changes in Balance sheet Equations and Classification and Normal Balances. 
These lessons not only pleased the instructor, the students succeeded wall 
in them. Many lessons fit the Instructor's syllabus and those with game 
approaches, especially Special Journals, make bast use of PLATO's special 
capabilities. The learning level of most lessons is satisfactory; none 
are too easy and the leeson on income statements is too hard. 

Mecrianics emd Administration 

Although there was never a total failure of theft system, soma red-lighting 
intemy>ted use as did a lack of sufficient terminals* The instructor had 
no schSiduling problems except for the fact that he would like mora flexible 
scheduling and more opportunity for students to drop in to use PLATO at 
their convenience. Errol Magidson memafiTed the roster and Tom Lenehen helped 
with general problems with PLATO. The instructor has taken the useri course 
frcMH Dr. Videbeck. y 
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Accoiintancy Instructor #6 contiimed 

ETS pretests^ posttasts^ and attitude surveys were glven« 

PIATO*s Influence on the teaching profession can only be good« It may 
not affect claasroom work greatly but it can suppl«pttent it efficiently. 

Introduction to IVccounting * 1 > 
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tP WUMBSR Accountancy Instructor #7. 



OOURSC irJFORMATION 

^Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Letson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Introduction to Accounting 1 
37/22 

during dlass 

review and practice; supplement homework 

self 

self 

couree catalog^ u of I staff 

yes ^ 

pretests^ podttests^ attitude surveys 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would you Use your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 

sufficient 

high 

25% 

1 1/2 

yes 



/ 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION , 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 

years Teaching 

years At this College 

Tenure 



college PL^TO staff 
Spring 75* Jordan* intro 
2 
0 

none , 

Spring 74 - Fall 75 

self* credit course* site coordinators* 
U of I staffs fellow instructors 

9 1/2 

g 1/2 

yes 



*Tem beginning/end 
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ID WX'tBER Acoountamcy Instructor- #7 



COURSE IWTOJIMATIOH 

Name 
^Bnrollmtnt 
: Scbftdult . 

PLATO Uftt 

Rosttr 

Curriculum 

Lesson 30urc« 

Lesson Pr«vl«w 

ETS 



Introduction to Aa^untlng - 2 
36/27 

diirln? class 

review and practice^ sisj^plenent homework 

self 

self 

course catalog^ 0 of I staff 
yes 

no 



COOaSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
tOi Imjs^ove PLATO Instruction 

IMSTRUCTQR IWFORMATIOEi 

First PLATO Contact 

0 of I Extension Course 
" PLATO Lessons Designed 

PLATO Lessons Programmed 

He lease Time 

Prior PLATO Use 

Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 
Vears ^t this College 
Tenure 



appropriate 
sufficient 
ftigh 
50% 

yes ^ 

V • V 

college PLATO stajff ' , 
Spring 75, Jordan^ intro 
2 
0 

none 

Spring 74 - Fall 75 ' 

self^ credit course^ site coordinators^ 
U of i; staff, fellow Instructors 

9 1/2 

8f1/2 * 
yes 



ERIC 



^Term begltmlng/end 
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1D_HIK4BER AccOiintancy -Instructor #7 



COtmSE ItJFORHATIOH 
Ham* 

*Enrollin*nt 

PIATO Us* 
Rostar 

CtirricuXum 
Ii«*9on Sourc* 
Lasson V^wimw 

ETS 



Cost Accoiintlng^ 

37/^2 ' ' ^ 

during class 

r«vi«w and ptracftlce, si^plemwat hom«work 

••If 

••If 

course catalog^ U of I staff 
yfts 

no 



C0UR3B EViVLURTIOH 

L^v^l of LftftsoaiB 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% L«ssons Prsvlftwsdi (approx,) 

Sessions Affected hy Failure 

would You Use Ydur Own Time 
to ImpKOv^ PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 
sufficient 

high 

0% 

0 



IH3THUCT0R INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
0 of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Us* 
S<3^lrc« of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Yearn at this College 

Tenure 



college PLATO staff 
Spring 75, SorAm, intro 
2 
0 

none 

Spring 74 - Fall 75^ * 

self^ ctadit course^ site coordinators^ 
U of*l staff, fellow instructors * 

9 1/2 ^ 

& 1/2 ' 

yee ' ' 



*Tena beglnnlng/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARy — AccountJancy Instructor #7 ^ 
General 

PLATO'S effectiveness se^s to depapd on the abilities of the using ^ 
group. - For good students, it has a posi^v^ influence; for poor students, 
it is of very li^ttle use unless the students' \themselves ^e quite deter- 
mined* It does, howfever, provide an alterrfateN^pproaph* Some students i 
are, unfortunately, against machined in general* x^PLAtO is too impersonal ; 
for th^*^ A cross section of students, however, like 'PLATO* PIATO provides \ 
an alternate media which can reinforce effectively* T£ students are inter* 
ested in tHe material, PLATO will produce a better' understanding » Some 
student&j! howe^ver,' are afraid of -lpLATO and son^ are too ir^ifferent to use 
it* Some snch difficulties may rfesult from frustration with programming and 
mechanical uiifficultiest of the, system* . 

PLATO is better than prpgramme^^^iearning and laboratory, although it \ 
is not as isatisfactory as homework an^Ut is difficult'to oon^are with 
other media or other forms of instrua£ion« 

/ ■ , m ■ . ■ 

Use and Lessons^ . ^ ' . 

" ' ^ ■ p * . . ^ ' . . 

PLATO was used jfluring classtlm^ t^or-revifew and. practice stod to supple- 
ment homework* In the future, the inst^ctor would*! like students to be 
able to use PLATO on a casual basis but difficulties in schefjulin^ may-, 
preclude this« ' ^ .' ^ \ 

The instructor's courses in Business 101 and 102 used Ni^wonger and 
Fess' Accounting Principles and practice sets available for, thW text* 
Appropriate PLATO lessons were selected to supplement chapters W the text 
covere^ in class and were assigned to be used concurrently with\ the relevant 
cl^a^ iiiaterials« ' \ 

Topic? covered in the early part of the course, especially procedt 
and posting ,>^st suit PLATO* Mdst lessons seemed adequate^/ Lessons on 
recording procfed^ires b^st fit the syllabus for 101; Wessons on porpdrations, 
ratios and analyii9^wo^s^ng capital,, and inventory turnover best suited 
102* The learning le^r^, of most lessons was satlsfacpsry, although soxm, 
terminology in some lessbn^ was too difficult* Finally, many 101 lessons 
seemed t<^\be no more than t^n^position of the text\>nto PLA!K>; it is the 




feo ^^^t 
rkctejnst 



102 lessoi\s that more fully expIdt-^PLATO's unique char^ct^pLstics^ 

:;2n the fu-turei new mkteriai should' be developed pn Jthe recommendations 
of thev.olassropm teacher* New lessons oh taxes Should be prepared and both 
nevr andi ol<3 L lessons should be Written to p^vide alternate answers* 




Tvto class sessions were Ipst to mech^ical. failure, and at times 
students had,, to Rouble up on terminals becalise of tihe class size. Scheduling 
has been a real problem for the cl'^ss that meets at 3t4fi in the evening since 
the. library closes at 9t06 p.m* The instructor has also had to police the ^ 
terminals to li^et ^tudents frcm previous classes off so that his students can ; 
uset PLATO*. I ' ' 

\ ■ ■ :\ . , . — 



Accountancy Histructor #7i. mintiinued . ^ k ■ 

,''■'■■'-''// * ". ' . . ' 

The instructor managed/ the dlass rqS1;er himself -with the assistcince of f 
Al Hears Jack' J^esonw^'^ Jameson, Heers^ and Richard Neapolitan also 
provi^^dy help* In Using ,Pt^TO. 

"E^S tests were gi\^ to .both PLATO sections and '.to the control sections. 

and motivates the instructor to do a better classrocxn 
job/ It permits ioM/txy, get^ Closer to his, students and ^et to know them 
better.: Moreover, jit may teve af:^ected his career by eiqpanding his vision 
/d permitting hin/to grow as a teacher,,- . I\ " « 
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Usa^e distribution - 

Totals: 40 students, 77 hours, piverage: 1.9 
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Accountauiqy Instructor #7 — conti^nued , 
Cost JVcpountihg 
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ID HUMBER Accountancy Instructor #8 



CQURSE IHFOHMATION 
Name 

*Enrollr:ient 
Schedule 

PIATO Use ^ 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS * _ 

COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity 6£ Lessons 

Quality of Hessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You use Yotlr Own Time 
to Improve PIATO Instruction 



Accounting Currici^lumj including; 
Intirbduction to Ac^unting - 1, Leeuming 
Lab (credit). Learning Lab (non-credit) 

120/130 (all data aggregated)' 

outside of class, terminals not reserved 

review and practice, supplement homework 

self 

self 

course catalog 
no 




appropriate 

sufficient 

higK 

50% 

no class use 
no 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLAK) Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training ^ 

^ Years Teaching 

Years at this College 
\ Tenure 



college PLATO staff 

nipne 

* \ 
0 \ 

none ^ * . 

Fall 7^ ■ ' 

self, fellow instmictor 
10 

11/2^ 
no 



r^p.^^Tenti beginning/end 



\ 



5^ 



\ 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Accountancy Instructor #8 
General 

PLATO is an excellent ^;utpplenient to coursevork for poor students 
but it is of questionable value for good students. It is not an adequate 
Substitute for classroom work. F6^r all students generally it is at least 
equal to other teaching aids and clearly superior to some tutors. Good 
visual presentation and quick response make it tHe best visual aid instruc- 
tion available. However^ some topics tore not covered and dthers coverei^ 
poorly^ Moreover^ some lessons present material differently than the ^ 
instructor would. These considerations > together With the mechanical 
unreliability of the system^ jDreclude its use as a classtime replacement 
in the near future. >loreover> good typingf skills are required^ and some 
students tend to hit the wrong execute key. ' ^ 

Ose and Lessons t 

The system was used as a voluntary supplement to classroom woii^k. 
Although students in difficulty were instructed, to use PLATO andiwere 
strongly advised to oomply> no classroom time was set apart for ube. 
Students could use PLATO at their convenience > and an open block of time 
was scheduled for all accounting students who wished to use PLATO terminals* 
No evident problems with this arrangement were encountered. Niswonger and 
Fess' Accounting Principles ^ eleventh edition, and the accowpanying practice 
sets 2 and 3 were the prim2u:y teaching materials. Study guides were also 
used by students in Learning Lab. 

PLATO lessons which paralleled the textbook lessons were chosen from 
the descriptions provided in the PLATO lesson ca^talog. PLATO materials 
chosen varied in quality. The instructor liked ibest the lessons on Classi- 
fication of Accounts, Classification and Normal Balances, Inventories, and 
Notes and Interest. The instructor did not like the\presentation of lesson 
on Changes in Balance Sheet Equations ^ a|idMid not use^ eith^. the lessons 
on Income Statements or General Ledger because they were too difficult. 
Students ai^eared to Tike least the leason on Bank Reconciliation. 

Mcfghanics and Administration 

The instructor and another accounting instructor jointly managed rosters 
for all students who wj^shed to use PLATO. Additionally} she managed her own 
curriculum. \ Terminal l^lfunctions and system downt^te posed no problems 
exc^t for one^ hang-up in an instructor file. A, \^ " 
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^'^t^ instructor is interested in designing, but not^^^^^ymning , a 
lesson ohs^yrolls. She has had no contact with ETS aUring the semester. 

gfiggmmendatiohs . ^ ^ " 

Lessons could be improved by revising them to make questions explicit 
and by revising programs' accept alternate correct answers. Special em- 
pihasia should be placed on distinguishing the letter 1 from the number 1. 
The accounting resources could be enriched by the'addition of lessons on 
payroll and deferralia and accruals. All faculty should be encouraged to use 
PLATO as a supplementary aid. 

■ '.. X ' ' 59.'* ■ ■ . . 
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Accoiintancy Instructor #8 — 'continued 
Accounting Curriculum 
« T 
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ID NUHQER Accotintancy Instructor #9 



COURSE IMFOBMATION 
Name 

^Enrollment \ 

* 

Scbedule \ 

■ V 

PLATO Use 

Roster 
Currlcultim 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

CWR3E EVAMJATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

%^ Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would you Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PL2VT0 Instruction 

IHSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO IrOtssons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Prograssmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College . 
Tenure 



Accounting Curriculum, Including* \ 
Learning (credit) , Learning Lab 
(non-credit) , Introduction to Accounting - 2 

110/ (all data aggregated) 

outside of class, terminals reserved; 
outside of classj terminal^ not reserved 

r^lew and practice^ supplement homework, 
replace homework, replace class ^nstruotlon 
(Laming only) 

self 

self, fellow teacher (Intro to Accounting only) 
course catalog 
some ^/ 

no \ - , 



\ 



appropriate 

less than sufficient 

high 

50% 

no class u0e 
no 



\ 



/ 

co^sge PtATO staff 
0 

D ' 

none \ 

Fall 74 - Fam 75 1 

self, site coordinator) U o£ t staff 

10 

6 

yee 
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*Term beglnnir^/end 
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INTORVIEW SUMMARY — Accountancy Instructor #9 ^ ' ^ 

general 

PLATO is a tool of vaurlable effectiveness for dlfferlnq>^studehts In 
different classes* For some It Is excellent; others it anj^gonlzes> 
and for that reason It Is a fine supplementary aid to classrom instructioni 
but one whose use should be optional* PLATO can provide individual drill 
and answer individual questions a teacher has litij.e no time for* 
It teaches and corrects without intiinidating or ^ab^rasalng the student* 
It is especially valuable in Learning Lab* 

PLATO'S chief disadvantages are its occasi^onal mechanical unreliability 
and its lack of human "warmth*" Students oh^Jfect to losing credit for a 
completed lesson when the system^ fails* 

Although PLATO is a valuable aid\yit cannot in itself replace 
instructors or text books* It is abput equal to a tutor but much less 
expensive than a staff of ccHPtipetent tutors* It cem supplement! but not 
replace! workbooks* 

Use 

PLATO was used as a supplement to classroom work in Accounting 101! 
102! 203! and Learning -LzU:)* Each student was assigned a sequence of lessor 
that suited his course and needs* In Learning Lab students were given dc^it 
for completing a sequence of lessons* In the other courses! students cjluld 
earn up to 100 points by completing a sequence of lessons* The poin) 
qould then be used to repltice a low test grade* By this use! poorej; 
students were helped while more able ones were not penalized* 

Five standard sequences were prepar^ which satisfied the^^eeds of 
approximately 50% of the students* Individual sequences were/prepared for 
the remainder:* The standard sequences were 1) 090! Bookkee^ng! 2) 101 ! 
first semester! 3) 102! second semester! ^) 20} - 203» Intermediate and 
Cost Accounting! and 5) Special! a sequence made necess^u^ by the change 
from trimesters to semesters* The **special" sequence j^ovided make^^up 
work for students who had taken Accounting 1d1 under dba trimester system 
and who had not had about 1/3 of the material included in the new 101 
syllabus* They were responsible for learning the mnke-up material on their 
own time* The instructor checks once a week on ^ch student's progress 
through his sequence of lessons *«, ' / 

/ 

In the future! PLATO should be used as a^ integral part of at least 
two 101 plasses and two 102 classes! but students should be permitted to 
select the PLATO sections* PLATO should b^made available to any instructor 
or student who would like to use it on an/optional basis ! but intransigence 
on the part of the faculty will probably/prevent its universal uss or its 
use €& capacity* 
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cbuntancy Instructor #9 — continued 
Lesgons 

The instructor used Niswonger andFess' Accounting Principles in 101 
an^ 102, which were* supplemfented by practice set 2 in, 101 and practice 
set 3 in 102. Early materials, e.g., debits and credits, journal entries, 
and T^accounts are best suited to PLATO* Host PLATO lessons were satis- 
factory, with the exception of Accrual Accounts which works in 102 but 
not in 101; Special Journals which is not elaborate enoughs and CoDDpound 
Interest which is too mechanical and does not sufficiently i^inphasize 
present values and discounted cash flows* A lesson on payxblls would be 
welcotne. The learning level of the lessons seems satisfactory. 

The lessons which best fit the topics in 102 were Accrual Concepts, 
Accounting for Stockholders' Equity, Long Term Liabilities, Straight Line 
and Effective Hates, Long Term Investments, Ten^rary Inveslsnents, Cost 
vs. Equity, Introduction to Cost Accounting, Process Costing, Job-Order 
Costing, Cost Classification, Standard Costing I, Standard Costing II, 
Operational and Production Budgeting, Planning and Control, Break-Even 
Analysis, Funds Flow, Pubds Stat^ent, Capital Budgeting, Non*"Manu£acturing 
Cost, Cash Budgeting, and Comporuhd interest* 

The 203 sequence included seme of tha.same lessons as I02t Accrual 
Concepts, Introduction to Cost Accounting, Process Costing, Job-Order 
Costing, Cost Classification, Steuidard Costing I, standard Costing II,. 
Operational and Production Budgeting, Planning and Control, Break^Even 
Analysis, incremental Analysis, Capital. Budgeting, Non^^Hanufacturing 
Cost&, and Compound interest* 

In the future, lessons should be developed by the joint efforts of 
user-faculty and programming author. 

Mechanics and Administration / 

Some mechanical but no scheduling problems occurred. The instructor 
was helped by Judy Sherwood and especially by Dorothy Pondy. 

The instructor's offer to odd other instructors' students to his own 
roster was met with a response of 20 names frcRa one instructor. 

PLATO has affected the instructor's role as a teacher by channeling 
^his interests into instructional methods other than the traditional class- 
room.^ As a consequence, he how spends approximately 40% of his time in ^ 
the Learning Lab, where he has virtually assumed responsibility for the 
use o£ PLATO in accounting there. 
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AcccnantAncy Instructor #9 — continued 
Accounting Curriculum 
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UsAge distribution Learning Lab (credit) 

Totals: 21 students, 192 hours. Average: 9.1 
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SUBJECT COORDINATOR'S SUMMARY BIOIOGY 



Introduction 

The first staff member was hired to coordinate courseware development ■ 
for the CODimunlty College Project biology program in August 1974 just prior 
to the start of the field tes^. The biology coordinator maintained all the 
curriculum^related activities until January 1975 j when two part-ttoe pro- 
grammers were added. When it waa learned that the first coordinator would 
be ''unable to remain with the projecti a replacement was hired in May 1975| 
providing, a three-month overlap of positions in order to insure continuity 
9£ management^ The biology staff now consists of tvK> full-time members i 
a coordinator and a programmer.' 

The curriculum was 'coKi$>iled frdm^ the biology lessons which had been ' 
written by University of Illinois and City Colleges of Chicago faculty for 
use at th6 several campuses in Chicago and^ at Urb^na-Champaign. During the 
first year of the field test, 1974*-75, facrulty were- tirained, in the use 
PLATO. Curriculum revision also was begun. ^ ^ * : / 



Despite l^^ited s,taffihg, the biology group has fulfilled two ma jor ^ 
objectivest (i) establishing a "^ti^&ble group of instructor-users in the 
City Colleges of Chicago (Kennedy-King College, Malcolm X College, and ^ 
Height College) committed to the use of PLATO in their courses and {2^ 
beginning a regular program of revision and development of PLATO coui^eware 
by the qolleges themselves* , ' . 

Implementatj^on ^ 

Participation in the field teat can be correlated with a U of I extension 
course, Introduction to* PLATO.** During the three academic semesters immedi- 
ately preceding the field test. Fall 1972 - Spring 1973, six biology instrup- 
tors at Kennedy-King and one (from Wright enrolled in the course to learn 
TUTOR, the programming language of plato. Upon completion of the course i 
those instructors were given release time by the colleges to 'write biology 
lesson ^terials. When the field test commenced in 1974, five jof the seven 
began uuji^ PLATO regularly in their courses. Ono teacher of the seven did 
not beg xn^ using PLATO until Pall 1975. Two additional instructors at Kionnedy- 
King and one at Malcolm X also joined the program. These eight instructors 
provided centers of interest at the three city colleges^ Their presence, 
enthusiasm, and personal commitittent stimulated interest among their colleagues. 
During the first year of the field tist four more instructors, three from ^ 
2Cennedy'*King and one from Height, took the introductory course^ Of these, 
one was a current user, two began using PLATO in Spring 1975, and the fourth 
in Pall 1975. In Spring 1975 eleven more V'^rs who had not taken the intro- L 
ductory course decided to join the project.' This resulted from U of I staff \ 
efforts, the interest generated by the presence of plato terminals at the 
sites, and the enthusiasm of fallow teachers who' were using PLATO^ The 
biology coordinator introduced these newest instructors to PLATO *s instructfor 
mode, including the on^lina cuuiagsment of class rosters and cuirriculum, and 
the available biology lessons. The coordinator reconmiended lessons which ^ 
corresponded to the course curriculum ^equirtoents e^nd provided them with 

J 
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hard-copy catalogs of biology lessons* The coordinator also gave advice 
concetTiing the ino^lementation of r^TO lessonsi Including the importfince 
of previewing lessons prior to their assignment to atudeillbs* 

At the beginning of the second semester of the field test, twenty-two 
instructors, eleven of whom had had formal training in PLATO, had partici- 
pated in the program. Of the twenty-two users, only four did not continue 
to use PLATO in their courses in Fall 1975., All foto were first-time users 
and none had taken the^ PLATO extension course* In that same term, however, - ^ 
three new faculty, including two former members of the PLATO extension courses, 
began -to use PIATO. These twenty-one teacchera taught thirty-six PLATO- 
aaaisted couraes to 1,072 students for a total of 5,560 hours of biology 
instruction on PLATO. All instructors have expresaed e desire to continue 
to use PLATO* 

Throughout these three semesters, the Cjpramunity College Project biology 
staff has assisted users via electronic communications And by staff visits* 
These responsibilities have diminished as the college faculty ^come more 
independent of CERL in. preparation for the conclusion of the project. , ' 

Courseware 

At present the biology curriculum includes eighty-two lessons grouped 
^in fourteen topics, some of the biology courseware was developed \yy the 
dity^dbll^ge facultyi in fabt, the opportunity to use their own lessons 
not only provok§d^ tiiitial inlberest among city ^college faculty, but also 
has helped to retain conl^inudCog enthusiastn* Othe^ lessons available to 
the city colleges 'were developed by^*th6 Universilby of Illinois faculty ^ 
and staff at both the Urbana-Chainpaign an!^ ^"the^^icago Circle campuses £or 
t{se at those schools. All the introductory bio logy ^lesfiOQS have bean 
entered in an on-^line Index and in a hard-jjicJjDy catalog. Both'''' indexes are 
revised as new lessons become available* . ^e hard-copy catalog 4xpan^ tfee 
information in the oa-line index. Bacj> ehtry includes (1) a statement of ''*^' -^^^ 

lesson objectives, (2) an outline of^^bntents, includii>g branching activities, 
and (3) e statement of assumed ento^ance Bejiavidr. Because there W4s_little 
time for organ^ized curriculum developm^ilt 'eu)d evaluation of biology materials 
befoirt the field test began, the lessons represented a variety o£ quality 
and degree of completeness ^^Although th4 opportunity for instructors to 
write and implement their own lessons was a great source of enthusiasm and 
interest among facjulty, the lessons sometimes lacked the sophistication of ^ 
design and programming that is necessary to make them easy for students to 
use. Mopreover, lesSons- designed for one' student'pojJ&lation did not always 
work well for a different audience. * \^ 

\ As a j?eu:tlal remedy, curriculum review was begun during the ^ field test, 
with the active participation of the tiity collsige instructors. Their role . 
.^J^ri^the development of curriculum intensified the commitment^pf pa^tici- Jf 
pating faculty. Several instructors received r^leasg, time for the spring / 
and summer of TgTS^- JteaiJjjgs were. hel d \sf^^^jOfS^^(^^ to draw up the lesson 
de^i^opment procedures* At this 4:ijn^^«ttqE$i^were submitted for new lessons' 
adcitressad specifically to the n^s^li^^^Sjfthe city college curriculum end 
ai^iehc^. In the toWovf^f^f-^mam the lessons were programmed. Fall .1975 
sessions were devoteig^fiJSolely to a review of existing material* Reject 
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activities for Spring 1976 InoXudo dsveXopmant of Xassons for topics 
currantXy without Xesaon coverage^ e*g*^ endocrirfe^ ^^otory^ anA 
natvbus systems. Three bloXogy fftcuXty have beati^glven reXease time in 
Spring 1976 to pursue this work. ^Cux^lcuXar revle^'meetl^s wiXX continue 
to 'be heXd.^ /* 



VTO bloX^^ Xessons 

seqt>ence/; PIaIo 



y ^ Under etandabXy^ not al% of the elghty^^Hb 
avalXaJ^Xo during FaXX 1975 were pertlnent^tb eyery courselJ 
bio'Xogy offerings encot^pass aXX of th^ >{)0-lev4x bio Xo^ /courses et i^be 
city coXleges^ IncXt^lng a two s^est;er lnt£<^uctory c^jkrse without lalx>ra- 
tory (101 - 102), a two semester cocirse wljm Iaborat0i^y , (1 14 - 112), and a 
two semester anatomy and physloj^jcf^ cour^- with Xaboratory <126 - 127). 
ApprpxlmateXy thirty-three X^jproiis per^ln to the* 1Q1 or 111 curflculiB^, 
li^Xt^ing CeXXuXar structu^ anB S^np^on, Basic Chemistry, Photosynthesis, 
Respiration, an4 Body Systsios. : Thi^y-f ive J>e]^tei^ to 102 or 112, IncXuding 
Rflproduction, PeveXopmenfc, Generics; EvaXutlon, and Ecology. Sixteen 
lessons^ ^ohlefXy ^rom thoie for 101 dr ill reXate to the 126 - 127 sequence. 
Preparation of microfiche to^^acdogpany Mix Xeesoiis was undertaken during 
PaXX l9^jy^for use ddring Spring 1976. 

Use , / 

Motft InstructorV have chosen to/ use the lessons as review and )?rACtlce 



«%xerci«esi oriXy rarely are *Xessons 
although recently some experimental 
Z^t'h'^o time has CbRL prescribed how^ 

' have had utm9St freedom to actploy 
fortabXe arvJ*which is effectlv< 



j^ed to r^pXace cXassroom instruction, 
on with different modes of use hfs begun 
'the system shouXd be used. Instructors 
mode of uee with which ttiey feeX ootft^ > 
r cXasseA. This freedora from constraint 




upon uM% has contribnted to the aqceptance of PhhTO in^the bioXogy curriculum. 



^en though it is used for review, most instructors prefer to use PXATO 
durir^ cXasstii^. * raculty have been reXuctant to use PLATO outside of class 
'bec)ause of the non-j:esldent character of the schooXs, and because many 
e^udentft have other activities away fromithe coXXege campus. ^Elte inablXlty 
to 'use PLATO outside of class especial Xv/hantpers 101 and 102 ittitructors, 
whose classes onXy meet three hours pei/week, in cont^aet to s^ hours per 
WMk iii m and 112. The ^101 and 102 Instructors require lesson materieX 
they jfeel can cotiq^etently r«j^lace a lecture, or muet rely on the outside use 
that is not likely be forthcoming; Requiring etudente to uee PLATO ^ 
'outside of clasetlme is difficult becaus^ terminals may only be available 
in a time block thfit would not acccdbodate individual schedules* Hie only 
time an instructor can be assured of having both students and termiiials 
concurrently available ie during- ciasstime. finally, ?zAtO's potential 
couXd be expXoited in *these non**Xa]30ratory courseeSfith laboratory simulations 
if time for us^ /were available. Such consideratloneS^s this naturally 
affect how PLOTO is i^sed. ^* * v 



to NUMBER Biology Ir^tructpr #1 
■ COURSE INFORMATION 



Name 

Schedule 

PLATO Use 

Rosi;er 
Qurr iculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



General Biology - 1 (2 sections) 
7?)/75 (both sections) 

occasional use in class; outs.a$e of. 

blass, terminals not reserved 

Ik 

review and practice^ supplement homework, 
extra credit , 

site coordinator 

site coordinator , 

course catalog 

yes > 

nq' 



COURSE EVALUATION - 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed 

Sessions Affected by Fa:iluife 

Wbuld You Use^Your Own Time 
^ \ to- Snprove PLATO instructioi\ 

V , ' ^ ^ . \ 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

^^~^^^rT^^~^~ - ^^^^^^ 

First PLATO Contact^ 

U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
^ PLATO Lessons Programmed 
R^^ease Tliae 
^ricfl: PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training * 

Yeaps TeachX'ng 
Years *at this CojLlege , 
Tenure 



appropriate to difficult 

sufficient 

average to high 

(^100% 

V 

n^' (insufficient tijcne) 



\ 



fellow instructor 

Spring 75, Jordan, intro (auditi^ 

0 

0 

none^ 

Spring 75, Fall 75 

sel£>' site coordinator > U of I staffs 
felloy^ instructor 

jio 



V 



*Tenn beginning/end 
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ID HUMBER .^Biplogjr Instructor #1 



COURSE INFQRt^ATIOH 
Name 
*Enr<5Xia™erit, ^ 
V Schedule 

PLATO Use , 

Roster 

Curriculum ^ ^ 
UBS3c»n Source 
^sson Preview ^ 
' ETS 



COOTtSE- KVAHJATI 



Level of Lessons 
Quantit;^ of Lessons 
Quality of Lessons 
% Lessons Previewed 

J 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to improve PIATO Instruction 



General Bi61,pgy" 2 [1^] 

25/:p :'; • ■ 

occasional use in class;, outside pf 
class, termii>aJs..not reslerved^ 

review and practibe, supj^lement homework 
ektra gredit 

site coordinator 

Bite coordinator 

course batalog 

-yes , ; 

no 



appropriate 
sufficient \ 
average €o high^ \ 
100% ^ * * ^ 

Q 

no {insufficient time) 



IWSTROCTOR IHFORMariON 
First PLATO Conta<!i|t 

' U of I Extension dpurse- 
PXATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PIATQ Use 
Source of PLATO Training 



Vears Teaching 
Year? at this College 
TenuJ^e 



fellow instructor 
Spring 75, Jordan,,^ intro (iaudit) 

none , 

Spring 75, Fall 75 

self> site coordinator, U of I staff 
fellow instructor 

20 

20 



*Tetm beginning/end 
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INln^VlfM SrtlMARY — Biology Instructor #1 



Genej^al 



!While PLATO does not seem .to make much difference among poorer 



students, better students use it a*id it se^s to have some influence \ 
npon their work* In general, PLATO is "6othilked and disliked actoss 
the range of kbilities in the cl^^ If there is one group whose attitude 
is better, it the able. PUmS peJCmits a student to work at hi,s own 
pace aiid provides effective repetition and drill. However, mechanical 
failure of the system m^y result in a great deal- of time .lost* 

/ * 

PtiA^ is worse than audio-visual aids, a text, lecture^ discussion, and 
laboratory. It is better than other avail^le media or forms of instruction* 

* - - - 

Use and liessons * ^ ' 

While PL21T0 was occasionally used during classtime, its greatest 
use came outside of class where students could use it- at their own cor^ 
venience to' accumulaiie extra credit points by reviewing and practicing f 
cUssroom i^terial and supplementing homework: PL21T0 was used in both 
the instructor's cours^ in Biology '101 and Biology 112* Hie texts for the 
courses were Life Sciences by Tdtora and Becker and Biology Today for 101 
and 112, respectively.' PLATO lesspns were chosen from the printed catalog 
^d reviewed prior to being assigned* 

Tppics which provide good drill best suit PLATO, although there is 
not enough material available for the 101 syllabus. The' lesson on genetics 
^t^s identified as particularly well done, although the instructor felt that 
some lesions weiffe needlessly long and off the point* Mdreover, the learn- 
ing level of some lessons was too intricate for 101 students. No lessons 
were identified which particulariLy used the characteristics of PLATO well. 

- Xn the future^ teachers o£/ Biology 101^ and 112 should design the 
lessons to fit th^e course* As/already noted, 101 material i^ lacking and 
should be developed. What is/currently available is much more Appropriate 
to aj?hysiology class, u ^ 

Mechanic^ and Administration 

One total failp^e of the system occurred but the class session\was 
salvaged, less time ^lo>t in. transit. I?o scheduling problems ar^se.^ 

Al Me^s entered the class roster; Meers'and Richard Neapolitan 
provided^elp in the use of PLATO* 

ETS tests were not given* 

PLATO will never replace an .instructor since students miss human 
interaction. PLATO has Jiot so far affected the instructoi^'s classroom 
work since the instructor hesitates to use it for her class as a group* 
PLATO has not be^n u&ed by this instinictor in testing and may orlnay not 
havehada significant impact on the instructor's career. 
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Biology Instructor #1 continued 
General Biology -r 1 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 39 students, 130 hours, fiverage: 3.? 
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Totals: 26 students,. 201 hours. Average: 7.7 
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor t2 






COURSE INFORMATION 


it- 




\ \ Name 


General Biology - 1 (2 sections) 




♦Enrollment 


/49 


\ 


Schedule 


no response 




PUVTO Use 


supplement class 




Roster 


self 




Curriculum 


^ self 




Lesson Source 


course catalog 




Lesson Preview 


y^s ^^^^ 




ETS 


no 




COURSE EVALUATION 






Level of X^essons 


appropriate 




Quantity of Lessons 


sufficient 




Quality of Lessons / 


average ' 




% Lessons Previewed (approx. ) 


100% 




Session^ Affected by Failure 


1 




Would You Use Your Own Time 


yes ' * 




to Improve PLATO Instruction 


\ 




INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 


/ 


G 


First PLATO Contact « ^ 


college PLATO staff felloAr instructor 




U of I Extension Course 


none ^ ' . / 




PLATO Lessons Designed 


" ' - " . / 




PLATO Lessons Programmed 






^ Release Tim^ 


none / 




Prior PLATO Use 


Spring 75, Fall 75 / 




Source of PLATO Training 


site coordinator, assistant site coordinator 




Years Teaching 


3 




Years at this College 


1/2 




Tenure 


no- 

* 




*Term beginning/end 








73 




ERIC 


> ■ 
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mtEliyiEff SUMMAKY — Biology Instructor #2 
Ko interview conducted. 



\ 
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #3 



50. 



COURSE INFOR^^ATIO^J 

* Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum j 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS \ 



General Biology - 1 (2 sections) 
/41 

during class time 
review and practice 
site coordinator 
site coordinator 
course catalog 
yes 

no " ' 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by F^ailure 

Would Vou Use Vour Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATIOM 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
-Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Vears at this College 
Tenure 




/ 



*Term beginning/ end 
> 



75 



ID NUMBER BiloXogy Instructor #3 
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COURSE INFOilMATION 
Name 
*EnroXlm^nt 

PIAT0"Use 
-tlos.ter 
Curriculum 
I«688on Source 
heBBon Preview 
ETS 



General Biology - 1 [lab] 
/24 

during cXasstime 
review and practice 
site coordinator 
Bite coordinator 
course catalog 
yes 

no ■ 



COURSE EVALUATION 
LsyaX of Lessone 
Quantity of I^essons 
QuaXity of Lessons 

i- 

% Lessons Previewed tapprox^) 

Sessions 'Affected by FaiXure 

WouXd You Use Your Own Time 
^ to Improve PLATO Instruction 



S 

easy 

sufficient 
high 

f^wer than haXf 
no 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
ReXease Time 
Pirior PLATO Use 
Source of PLftl^O Training 

^ Yeairs T^if^ing 

Years at this CoXXege 
' Tenure 



fellow instructor 

none 

0 

0 

none 

Spring 75, FaXX 75 
site coordinator 
19 
9 

yes 



*Term beginning/end 



76 
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INTERVI^ SUMMARY — Biology Instructor # 
General 



Although there is not much response from students oh ^ich to base 
information, better students use PLATO more and like It better* Poorer 
students have fallen behind on PLATO and attendance is either the same or 
reflects a. slight declin^ on days when PLATO is used later in the semester* 
PLATO is best to reinforce and amplify what is covered in class « The 
student can test hmself on his own knowledge* 



Of all the available alternate media, PLATO isntolterior only to class 
discussion* It ranks equally with a text and is bet£er\than th^^jrei&alning 
choices for alternate instruction. 



Use and Lessons 



Lo^ 101 



PLATO v^s used in both Biolo^ 101 and 11 1 to replace classtime for 
review and practice* In the future, PLATO may be used to introduce new 
material and to replace some clasj^ coverage* It should still be uAed as 
an adjunct and not as a full replaoomant* \ 

Both classes used Kimtjqll's Biplogy , although 111 students al6o used 
lab exercises published by Freeman* PLATO lessons were chosen frcMp the 
Catalog to fit the course /syllabus* 

PLATO best fit the fopics requiring animation and the instructor 
identified the cardiac and breathing^ lessons as best because they used 
animation effectively7^/a^^ did the lessons on DNA and protein synthesis* 
Mdftt lessons fit the yistriQ^rb^jr's syllabus and most reflected an appro™ 
priate learning leveLC Only the seqond exerctBtf on respiration was too 
^difficult because it/began on too diffiLcult a level and only the intro- 
ductory Zeroises w/re too easy becaus^ they lacked depth f6r 111 students* 
Unclear instructioiis in some lessons caused them to be more difficult than 
they needed to haye been* 

In th^ future, authors should strive for greater variety of lessons on 
all topics^ A specifically udeful lessons "might be one that showed the 
breakdown of cmplex organic molecules in hv|drolysis* Additionally, 
lesson progtiams need to be debugged and some lessons are too simple and 
oould be imj^i^ed by the addition of more and more difficult concepts* 



Mechanics tj^ Administration 



\ 



Terminal overload and maintenance caused the only mechanical prol>lems, 
.and ther0 were no iferious problems in scheduling* Jack Jameson en^tered the 



course x/oster and plrovided general assistance in the use of PLASto*^ 



f 



use 



t^S t^sti^ were not given but the instructor would like ^ be able to 
iem in the future* * / I 



PLATO would de-personalize instruction if it were whc^lly substituted 
for/ teachers provide an interaction with students which a machine can^^ 



ERLC 



4 / 
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Biology Instructor #3 — continued 



I 



not. PLATO has not affected his teaching much. He has edited his lecture 
materials so a& not to duplicate the materials on PLATO« In generals 
PLA^Tp ha8 introduced him to a new approach that can implement teaching 
and he is willing to become more involved with the use of pLATO and see it 
take over a more substantial part of his course. 
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Biology Instructor #3 — continued 
General Biology - 1 tlab] 
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ID HUMBER Biology Instructor H 



cqDrse information 
Number 
^Enrollment 
Schedule 

PtATO^b^ 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Les^on^ Source 
' Lesson Preview ^ 
ETS 



General Biology - 1 
35/ 

during class; outside of class^ terminals 
not reserved 

review and practice 

self 

self 

course catalog > fellow instructor 

no response 

no-- 



COURSE EVALOATIOH 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons « 

Quality of Lessons 

y\% Lessons Previewed (approx*) 

tssions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Impr^ove PLATO Instruction 

\ 

IHSTROCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
CJ of 1 Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Dasigned 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time , 
Prior ^J^TO Use 
Source of ^LATO Training 



Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tenure 



/ 



*Term beginnirig/end 




no response 
no response 
no response 

no response 

T 

no response 
no response 



college PLATO staff 
Spring 73, Videbeck^ authors 
3 
3 

Sunnier 73, Spring 75 
Spring 74- Fall 7S 
self> credit course^ CJ of I st^ff 
10 7/2 
3 1/2 
yes . 



80 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY V~ Biology Instructor #4 

\ / * ^ 

General 

— \ 

Statistically I PLATO has little or no effect on students who use it 
for the first time* Perhap^ over \a longer period than one ^semester it 
would be possible to discern some differences. Although Btuflents wi^ a 
scientific background did better in lectures, PLATO seemed to level the 
differences between thosp with prior experience and those with little or 
no scientific training* Students seemed to like PLATO i for at.':endance is 
better on days when PLATO is used than on days when it is not| and there ■ 
is a smaller rate of attritioji Ln classes- that use PLATO. Although vaurying 
attitudes were found tha^oughbut the f^jll range of abilities, students with 
high grade expectations did well; 

PLATO is one way to truly individualize instruction* It forces the 
students to. read the material* Moreover j it provides the instructor with 
lessona and materials from outside his own school* Unfortunately, it is 
frequently difficult to get sufficient release time for the instructor to 
be well \^rsed in PLATO materials and to use them effectively, and there ^ 
may be at this time a posSaibility of too much control by the University of 
Illinois* ^ 

PLATO is better than a workbook, audio^visuals, homework, and programmed 
learning and at least equal to other available media* 

Use and Lessons 

PLATO was used in Biology 101 in class and outside of class on a 
non-scheduled basis for review and practice. 



The text for the course was Biology Today whi^h. was supplemented with 
handouts and a^dio-visuals* PLATO lessons were selected from tm course 
catalog and Upon the recomcmendation of fellow instructors* Topidrs best 
for PLATO Are those which have well defined parts and structures^and which 
require visual display* Simple chem'istry lessons for biology students are 
an example* The instructor has written several lessons which he uses, 
largely on simple chemistry* The lessons the instructor has designed are 
written so that the student can read and interact with PLATO, and adapt the 
materials as an introduction to biology* Some ten lessons, largely on 
the cell, osmosis, and photosyntheeie, fit the syllabus for the 111 oouree 
particularly well although no leeeone were identified as uniquely appro- 
priate for 101* Host of the available lessons fit the learning level of 
his classes and most beginning lessons use PLATO*s special capabilities 
fairly well* Driver lessons, because they are non-unique^ are less satis- 
factory in exploiting PLATO'S special properties* 

In the future, lessons should b« designed with the Oiicago ccnmnunity 
college system in mind and should be planned so that a swjusnce of lessons 
can progress from simple memory lessons to moXe complex expsrimentatioiv* 
Lessons should be developed in the skeletal, urinary, muscular, and netvous 
systems* Eipecially important, lessons should require more than mfre reading 
and provide encouragement* ^ 
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Biology Instructor #4 — continued 



Mechanlcg and^ A^lnlatyatlon ' ^, / 

^ R^entiy^ very few mechanical prQ£i()Mk« have occurred and no scheduling 
parobiaiDS* The instrtwtor managed theAnirriculum and roiter in the course 
himelf with general assiitance in PLATO t:pcm JtiA Kraatz* The iojitrtfctor 
has taken the extension course in PIATO use frora Dr* Videbeck and has 
written and prograsmed three lessons* 

\ ' .. ' , 

BTS. tests ware given^ although tt^ instruc£or' <|ct*stioned the relevancy 
of some of the questions and thought tne tests rather conventional. 

PLATO is another educational tool whose chief value is that it can 
assume a good deal of routine /work and free the teacher for worK with 
poorer studAits* PLATO is now just in its inc«tptlon. The instructor is 
enthusiastic about it1i possibilities and w«tnts to keep up witty its growth. 
His only fear is that the teacher may be subordinate to the ptogranmer in 
development of materials and wants^ if possible^ to prevent that happening* 
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X t\ NUMBER Biology instructor #5 




C0UHSI?\INF0RMM*I0N 



Name 



*E|prollipe- 
Schedule 




\ 




Roster 
Curriculum / - 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



E EVALUATION 




L^velNpf Less^bns 
Qtiantity'^ Lessons 
Quality of Lessons 

Lessons Previewed {approx.^ 

It 

issiohs Affected by Failure ' 

WAuld' Ybu Use Your Own Time 
to\lrftproye PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U bf I Extension Course 

PI4tO Lessons Designed - 

I- ,j 

PLATO Lessons- Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
yWrs Teaching 
Yeark^at this College. . . 
TenUre \ i 



General Biolbgy - 1 (2 sections) 
ca*^80/35 (total both^ sections) 
'during ^classtime 

review and practice, suppl^ent homework 
' self ■ 
■ self .'/ 
course catalog ' ^ ^ ^ 

yes 

pretests, posttsj^ts, ^attitude surveys 



diffib^alt 

more than\ sufficient 
high 
100% 

^5 (total both secti^s) 
yes 



college PLATO staff 

none 

f 



Spring 74, Spring 75 
Fall 74 - Fall 75 
self, site coordinator, asst site 

8^ 

'5 ^- 

yes, I 



3<d|rdlnator 



\ 
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INTERVIEW SUMMftRY — Biology Instructor\#5 ' 

PLATO seems to have^no effect on achiWement although loany students 
seem uninterested in biology ^s well. This\ semester the instructor's class 
seemed to lack all "A" and "^B" students, Al^ndance dpwn on PLATO day^, 
students deeming ^ to feel that they can always, drop in on pie terminals, at ' 
scane other time.-' While ^ few students like PLATO bet^ter than other forms of 
instruction,* most others do not. Better studentf do seem to use it more. 
PLATO is chiefly val^uable as an alternative meaM of Study, tt is, howler, 
too time consuming an^^itATO can not substltute^Sor a lectu:r:e. 

PLATO is hep€et than a workbook, audio-^isual'^aidsy drill, or pro^ranmed 
learning. It.^ not a&.^successful as lecture, tutdi^s, c^ass discussion, 
lab, textbodk^ or homework- 

Use and Lessons 

PLATO was used during classtime\for revj^w and pta^tibe and to supple- 
ment homework. Although no major chahges in"* use are pose^^e, in the 
future the instructor would like to be^^le-Jxo^^^ttse—PI^b to provide 
extensive drill and practice ^4id:"feview and would likb some .self-contained 
lessons to replace entire, poittions of the :bnstruction, not merely supple- ^ 
ment it. ' 

The .textbook f or \the class was Biology i ^The Science of Life by Rahn^ 
Available PLATO lessons were r^ieyed and selected to match the syllabus. 
The best topic currently available is genetids; thq .ibest lessons are Lee 
Porch's lessons on meio&£s and.menstrual cydle and Arsenty and Manteuffel's 
meiosis.' Also particuJ^ly good are the l^sons on the digestive system, 
DNA and protein synJ^Kesis. All the named lessons ^ue particii^larly good for 
community college students; they teach at phe right , level aild, their exj^ilana- 
tiops are clear. The learning level of other lesson^ is less satisfactory, 
"bimic?" and "bimic8" are too easy while lessons on t^e r^^uron structure an(|' 
lessons on ^volution are too involved for ^weneral biology. Moreover, 
physiologyt lessons do not apply to a general biology syllabus. 

In the future, the instructor would like to see Chicago coimnunity 
college teachers plan the new lessons. Both new and old lessons need more 
attention to the ccanmunity college audience. Care should be taken that new 
lessons be designed *to be conyplieted in one half hour^* New lessons. on the 
endocrine, nervous, and excretory 'systems should be designed asishould a 
lesson on cell structure. 



The instructor jingled out the lessons on DNA and protein synthesis 
byTenczar ahd Baillie as using most appropriately PLATO* s special character- 
istics. ' ^ . 

itechanics and Adminl^tralpjon \ 

TTT" 

TwoVto^l system failures ^occurred this semester but neii±iar affected 
more^t^nan five minatesr of the^ s<iheduled class and consecmenialTOchere! was no 

' . ' [■ ■ 84' •'. .-^^i , ' . 
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^ Biology Instructor #S — continued 

need for alternative activities. ^ I^e instructor's class encountered no 
scheduling problems* 

« * The instructor manatjad his own roster and curriculum and received 
h^l^ 'from Mits Yamada ^d ^oan Sweany- 

\ £T5 pretests and ppsttests were given; the posttest was used as the 
fin^l exainination« ^ The pretests^ in this instructor's opinion^ are too 
hard\and not appropriate to' his classes* 

« 

* t ■ • 

Some faculty, according to this instructor, fear that PIATO may Reduce ■ 
' the teaching staff and he shares that judgement sotHevfhat, in spite^f the 
fact jthat he is an enthusiastic booster of PIATO at his campus,"' He considers 
that>^IATO has made him a better teachex^ and ±s interested in developing 
materials and in testing the' eff ectiv^ess of PIATO. ' 
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ID .NUMBER 



Biology Instructor #6 



COURSE INFORMATION 
' Number 
^Enrollment 
Schedule 



PIATO Use 

Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS J 



1 T 



General Biology - 2 \ 
36/36 . 

during class; outside of class > terminals 
not reserved 

replace class instruction ai;id/oV lab, 
review and practice > supplei^ent hositeworJc 

self 

site coordinator > sej-f 

course catalog V , 

yes ^ n 

pretests, posttests^ attibude surveys 




COURSE EVAI^UATIQN 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity c)f Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

buld You Use Your Own Time 
Improve PIATO Ins^iructidn 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 



yfirst PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Prograiraned 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use ' 
Source of PLATO Training 



Yea^rs Teaching 

Years at this College 

Tenure 

*Tenn beginning/end 



appropriate 

sufficient 

high ^ ^ 

75% 

0 

.yes 



comec 



cojjLege PLATO staff 
none ' 
0 . ^ ' 

0 . 
ndne 

Spting 75, Fall 75 

self, site coordinator, asst site 
coordinator, fellow instructed . " 




\ 
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njTERVIEW SUMtJARY — Biology Instructor #6 

General ^ n . * 

Good studerits report that PLATO is worthwhile and that it helps under- 
sfelmdj^ng* The* same students will pursue PLATO lessons to the finish; as 
a consequence PLATO may have its greatest effect on the achievement of 
students of greater ability^ All students, though, like PLATO* PLATO is 
particularly good for review and for exam preparation* ^It helps to clear 
up areas in which students have individual difficulties. One principal 
difficulty with PLATO is the frustration produced by rigid answer judging* 
A second is its retarding effect on class schedule* ' 

PLATO worse than audio-viSual aids, lecture, tutors, or lab. '/ 
It is. equal to a text, class discussiiDn, and class drill* It is much 
better thatt a workbook and programmed learning. 

■ - . * \ 
Use and Lessons 

%' 

> - 

PLATO was us£d during classti^e and outside of class with no reser- 
vation of terminais^to replace clas&room instruction, for review and 
p3;;a''ctice and to sUi^plement homework. ' The ins would like to increase 

use of^ PLATO but time may not be available*' . 

The class i& using\he standard text by Kimball and worksheets pro- 
vided by the instructor* PLATO lessons chosen to fit the course syll^fbus 
were selected on, the recommen^Sation of colleagues and from the course ' 
catalog. * ^ 

Topics which require students to visualize abstract concepts best 
suj^t PLATO* Some of the best available lessons are Miosis by Porch, 
Heiosis, Probability, and Genetic Code^, All seem to be. extremely well 
written and proceed in an easy step"by-step arrangement'. PLATO*s special 
characteristics were exemplified in the lessons on genetic code, human 
reproduction, mitosis, ai^d meiosis* The same lessons, in addition to the 
lesson on DMA and the genetics lesson"" involving probability, best fit the 
course syllabus. The learning- level of most lessons was appropriate* 

In the future, specialiijrts in .the teaching field should design 
lessons and should pay special attention to f lexibil'ity and variety in 
answer judging* - 

i 

Mechanics and Administration 

Mechanical problems were iboncerned more with pfograi|;^ing than with 
eqiUpment failure.. Students cOK^plained about ^e aggravation of having 
to Y^aVe PLATO to go to class and hot being able to restime the lesson where 
they left off. ^ey also complained of too. limited answer judging capability 
H0 scheduling problems arose. during the term* . \, - 



^ The instructor managed' the course roster and received' help in PLATO 
us^ from Richard Neapolitan* . ^ ^ 
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Biology Instructor #6 — continued " ' 

ETS pretests were given but the instructor is not certain of the 
results. 

PLATO is a .helpful aid ^hich will not replace the instructor, it 
seems_to__impreve' attitude toward class and may have made a benefidcial 
^contributiori to the instructor's career* 
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ID MOMBER Biology Instructor #7 



COURSE. INFORMATION - 

Number 
■ *Enrollinent 

Schedule 

PLATO Use . 
Roster 
Curriculum^ 
Lesson Source 
.Lesson Preview 
ETS 



ircev 



Genera,l Biology - 2 
25/ 

during class; out of class > terminals 
not reserved 

review and practice^ 

self ' ' 

self 

course catalog, college PLATO^staff 

yes ■ " 

no 



COURSE EVALUATION 

L^vel of Lessons ^ ' 
Quantity of Lessons 
Quality of Lesions 

L| 

V Lessons Pi;evlewed (approx.) 

Sesslor^s Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Owh Time ' 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



no response 
no response 
no response 
no r^poix^e 
no rebponse^ 
no response 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 

PLATO Lessons Designed 

f 

PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
^ Source of PLATO gaining 
Y^ars Teaching \ , 
Yeare at/^th^s College - 
Tenure 



*TerTn beginning/ end 

ERIC 



college PLATO s^aff 

SpVing 73, Vldebeck, authors 



Suimner''73 A Spring^ 75 
Spring 74 i Fall 75 
self, credit cour^ U of 1 staff 
■10 1/2 
3 1/2 

yes " ^ 
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INTERVIEW SUMMaRY —"Biology Instructor #7 



No intervievf condactod. 
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #8 



COURSE INFORMRTIOH 
Humber ^ 
*Ehil'olli£ent 
Schedule 

PLATO Use ^ 

RqjBter 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
'^esson Preview 
ETS 



COURSE gyajpATIOH 

Level, of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

would You' Use Your Ovm Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



General Biology - 2 (2 sections) 
(2 sections) 

during claETStrlittdx out of class> terminals 
not reserved . * - 

review and practice, supplement homework, 
replace homework 

sell" . ^ 

self 

J course catalog 

yes 

pretests, posttests> attitude surveys 




IHSl'RDCTOR IMFORMATIOH 
First PLATO Contacli 
U of I Extension Course 

PL^yrO Lessons Designed 

PLATO Lessons Programmed 

Release Time 

Prior PLATO Use 

Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at this CoJ^le^e 

Tenure 



U of I staff 

Spring 73, Vidibeck, us^s; Spring 73, 
Videbeckf authoi 

3 

1 

Signer 74, Spring 7fSi, Sumner 75 
Spring 74 - Fall 75 
credit QOursed, fellow\instructor 
t3 
7 

yes 



^Tem beginning/end 



67 



ERIC 



INOSERVIEtf SUMMARY Biology Instructor #8 

General a 

jitter students like ^!lato and use it for r^iew and reinforcement 
in preparing for a test* Attitude toward PLATO is definitely condftiOned 
by age. Older students find it difficult to adjust to instruction by 
PLATOf although many problems of attitude and achievement. should be relate 
to abiIity.^ Its great value is as an extension of the classroom. It 
seems at the mcHnent to be cgmpromised by scheduling and. an overload of > ^ 
demand. At present^ the facilities are not ^ble to accomodate al^ the 
classes and individuals who would like to be able to use it. 

^ v. 

, , ' ^\ 

PLATO seems inadequate only to replace a lecture. It. is better fc^n a 
workbook, homework, drill, or tutors. Xt is difficult to compare It to other 
forms of instruction. It is a v^uable extension of the classroom nut 
bhould not be used as an exclusive source of instruction. 

Use and Lessons _ ^ 

PLATO was UQcd in two sections of Biol<^y 102 in class for review 
^nd practice* In the future, the instinactor would like to s^e more time 
Mailable for students to use PLATO on their own outside of class. 

The text for the course was Biology by Vipllee. The instructor also 
provided his students with his own elghtypage course outline and used his 
own overhead projection audio-visual aids in the course. PLA^TO lessons were 
chosen from the course catalog to match the topics of the syllabui aid 
were reviewed by the instructor before they were assigned. ^ 
. 

Lessons which require close interaction between the student and PLATO 
are b^^st, such as the lesson *'heart. ** No lessons Were identified which 
best fit the syllabi for the courses the instructor^ is presently teaching 
but he identified Reproduction, Cell Division, Genetics, Protein Synthesis, 
Ecology, ai^d Evolution as all suitable for Biology ^02^ The learning level 
of most less0fis seemed appropriate but^ in general,^ lessons which demand 
less preparation^ time for which may not her^r^adily yavallable and which may 
sometimes be sacrificed, are too difficult. mreoveV/ some lessons .cover 
too little in too much time and^ in that sense J may 1^ too easy* The lesson 
which bast exmpli^ies the prope:^ use of PLATCVs capapilities is Mitotic 
Cell Division. I 

In the future^ lessors should be developeq by a boaird of teachers and 
programmers. BspeQlally wante<^ is the development of microfiche capability. 
Lessons on biomes and tropical rain forests would be helpful. 

Meclwilcs and Administration 

There were no total failures of the system and consequently no need 
for alternate activities* Scheduling did pose a fairly serious problem. 
PLA*P0 time was available only every other week and matching the PLATO topic 
ta course work was sometimes difficult. Sometimes the instructor was 
obliged to cover material on an examination before students were exposed 
to it on PLATO* ^ I 

T /92 
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Biology Instructor #8 ^ 

* \- ■ \ : ' I 

The instxuctor nwmagod )iis own roster and curriculum an4 received flome , 
help from Hits Yzunada, He has taken the author/uset couree given by 
Dr« Videheck* 

ETSvpretests and posttests^ which the instructor helped d^si^^ were 
given. Ol^ey provoked good student response. ^ 



PLATO is a va^luable extension of the classroom which id^lly should 
^e.available to irbrQ students as they retire it* jie would^ in the future^ 
like^to be able to use PIATO lessons Vs part of a pro9r4iQ of mastery | learning 
in which 'tf^iori ties and objectives are established* Qii the, whole, I^LATO 
has made his career more interesting^ * , H / ' 
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #9 
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COURSE INFORMATION 
I 




Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source - 
tesson Preview 
ETS 



General Biology 2 
/29 
no responsre 

replace class^ revlaW aM practice^ 
supj^l«nent homework / 

setf/ college PIA^EO staff I 

self > college PLATO staff 

cours^ catalog 

detests > posttests 



COURSE EVALUATION 

^ LevelNo^ Lessdtxs^ 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality bf Lessons 

\ Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

* Would You Use Your Own Time 
^ to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 

more than sufficient 

high to very high 

too% 

3 

not at the moment 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
^U^TO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Year4 Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tenure 



\ 



college PU^TO staff, U of I ^taff 
nohftx,^ 
0 
0 

none 

Spring 7?, Fall 75 

self, site coordinator, ^sst sjlte cc^rdinator 
25+ 
25+ 
yes 
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*Teaifl' be^inni|jg/end 
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lb NUMS6R Biology Instructor )t9 

■■ ^ > 

CQUfeSE IHF'ORHATION 

^Enrdllment 
Schedule ^ 
PLATO Use' ^ 
* Roster ^ 
Curritfuium 

Lesson Source ' » 

Lesson 'Preview 

ETS ' . ■ 




General Biolog^y 
/21 

no response ' 
replace class/lab, review and practice 
self^ college PLATO ^taff 
self, college PLATO staff 
course catalog 
yes 
no 



COURSE EVALUATIOtl 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approjc.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You ^Use Vour Own Time 
to Improve PLATO* Instruction 



appropjriate 

more than ^ufficl«nt 

high to very, high 

100% 

2 or 3 

no response 



:T0R ItJPORMATIOtI 



^'irflt PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
^ JE^LATO Lessons Designed 
VlaITO Lesson^ Prograinm'ttd 
% Release Time 
,Prior PLATO Use 
Soui:t:e.of PLATO Training 
j Years Teaching - ^ * ' 
Years at' this College 
Tenure 



4' 



*Term beginhing/e 
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college PL^^TO ^taff, U of I staf5 ^ 
none 

o» 

none ^ ■* 

Spring 75, Fail 75. , i 

self, site cdbrdinator, asst slta 'coordinator 

25+ * . • 



25+ 
yes 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Biology Instructor #9 
G«n«ra3- 



Although the instructor' 8 *cla0« using PIATO i>sPOt doing as wall as tha 
control group in 5ioiogy 102 which Is not> the difference can fiot in^ exalu^ 
sively attributed to PIATO. Perhaps also significant are innate differences 
in ability between the two groups* Difficulty with PIATO's mechanics may 
inhibit achievement among the very low students. Frustration with the 
machinery sometimes results in blind guessing or asking balp from a neighbor. 
Very good students, on the other hand^ like PIATO and sftft it as* a good \, 
supplement* One important advantage of PIATO is that it cah psrmit tha 
student to wdrk at his own pace and to review when he wants to* Its chief 
disadvantages are its occasional mechani-cal failure and inf lexibl^e anirwer 
* judging and programs* 

PIAtO is better than a workbook, homework, d^ill^ or tu£ors. \ PIATO 
is too similar to both prograiamed l«arni:pg and^to l«cturtt to ^ evaluated 
against thorn. * ' . * 

Use and Lessons 

' - ; . Thp class used PIATO during its scheduled classtlme* In the future^ 
the'^lns true tor would' like Ibl greater capability for studsnts to u4ie PIATO - 
on a casual basis^ sometimes aft a replacement for cless* 

*The cl^Mf used Kiinball ' s Biology , third edition^ plus departmental 
quiz sheets, fllt^B, and charts* PIATO lessdm were selected from the hard- 
copy ^catalog and mrs reviewed prior to assfaamant. 
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Topics in genetics a|id ecology are l^st for Biology 102*> Lessons in^ 
population, cell division, aiobryological development^ and gshetics were, 
especially good. Almost all tba lessons on genetics^ bcology^ evolution, - 
and reproduction fit the instructor's syllabus well. Most lessons sssmed 
to use PIATO's special characteristics adequately. Generally, the learning 
level of the lessons was appropriate, although some parts of lessons on 
population genetics and quantitative genetics were too difficult. In tha 
future, any instructor who wishes^ should be permitted to design lessons* 
free from the supervision of committees, except for final revisiw* Newer 
lessons on reproduction would be us^ul and^ in both new and old leseons, 
answer judging , should be made more flexible. ^ 

Mechanics and Administration ! * 

\Vh^ prfncjijsel mechanical prc^^em was insufficient. terminals for all 1 
students* ^tter and poorer students teamed up^ resulting in the better \ 
students doing ^all the w6rk. Alternate activities were planned fbr 
failures whii^h ^our early in periods* No scheduling problanui occurred. 

\ , > 

■■ . . ji 

PLATO lab assistants entered the class rosteif and the iii|structor ' 
received afisistance in the use of PIATO from Richard Neapolitan and Al Heers. 

9^ i '9ti 
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Biology Instructor #9 — continued 

pretests were given to both the PLATO secHon and the control group, 

^LATO is a worthwhile supplement but will not putVe^^sl^]^out of 
business, just as programmed learning did not- It has given T^)S^5fc«Structor 
one additional means of helping students, especially vhen outsit^ 
conferences are not always available- While PLATO has provided Bom 
ideas, it has otherwise had no measurable impact on her oareer* 
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #10 



J 



X 



COURSE IMFQRMATIOM 
Kuntber 
*Enrollinent 
Schedule 

PUVTO Use 

CurricultuTi. 
355on Source 
ssson Preview 
ETS 




COUR ^ EVALtJATIOM 

Lev^ of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed 

^ Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 

\ 

IMSTRUCTo'r I!JF0RMATI0W 
* First PLATO Contact 

U of I Extensiori Course ^ 

\ 

PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
. Prior PLATO Wse 
Source of PLATO T^raining 

Vears Teaching 

Years at this College ^ 

Tenure * 



General Biology - 1 [lab] 

32/26 

during classi out of class« terminals 
not reserved 

replace some lab^ review and practice^ 
supplement homework ^ 

self 

self 

course catalog 

yes * \ ^ 

pretests, posttests, attitude surveys 



varied 
sufficient 
avera^^ 
100% 

several (exact numtsf^ unknown) 
yes 



/ 

college PLATO staff 

Fall 74| Jordan^ intro; Spring IS, Jordan^ 
advanced 



1 

none ^ 
Fall 74 - Fall 75 

self^ credit course^ site coordinator* 
fellow instructor ^ 

18 

7 

yes 




Q *Term beginning/end 
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructiir #10 



COURSE IHFORMftTION 
Niimber 
*Enr^>llraent 
Schedule 

PLATO Use 

Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



General Biology.- 2 [lab] 
28/21- 

during class; out of class, terminals 
not reserved 

iHue" some lab, review and practice^ 
supplement homeworK 

self ^ 

self ' 

course catalog 

yes 

pretestsj^ posttests, attitude iui;Veys 



COURSE EVALUATION ^ 
Level of Lessons 
Quantity of Lessons 
Quality of Lessons 
% Lessons Previewed 
Sessions Affected by Fa 



il^^e"^ 



Jitould You Use Your Own Time 
to Iiitprove PLATO Instruction 



\ 



varied 
sufficient 
average 
1 00% * 

several (exact number unlOiown) 
yes 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Coataot 
U df I Extension Course 

PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Xe^sons Prograituned 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 

Years^Teaching 

Yeacs at this College 

Tenure 



6rm beginning/end 

ERlCv 



college PLAlO staff 



Fall 74^ Jordan^ intro; Spring 75, Jordan^ 
advanced 

1 ^ 

i 

none 

Fall 74j^ Spring 75j^ Fall 75 

self, credit course^ site coordinator^ 
fellow instructor 



18 
7 

yes 
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INTBffVIEW SUMMARY Biology Instructor #10 



It is impossible to evaluate the effect of PIATO on achievement* 
As supplonent and reinforcement it may be successful > but it can not 
provide total instruction* Similarly j no generalization can be made 
about attitude toward PLATO in ability groups^ although some bored> batter 
students like instruction better on PLATO. PLATO's greatest advaAtange 
is that it maUces students read and respond; study is forbed* Its worst 
problems are its mechanical difficulties and the occasional poor quality 
of lessons* The instructor ranks PLA^TO as better than drill and laboratory^ 
but not as satisfactory as all other suggested media or alternate forms of 
instruction. ^ 

Use and Lessons 

4^tAT0 was^used during classtim^ and outeide o$ class with no reservation 
of teJcminals to replace an occasional laboratory assignment^ for review , and 
practice^ and to. supplement homework and classroom work* ^ change in use 
is planned in the immediate futu^^e* 

The class used the text Biol<igy Today as well as handouts and audioi: 
visual aids* Appropriate PLATO lessons were chosen from the hard copy index* 

Topics which illustrate proce9s^ are best suited for PLATO* Lessons 
which were thought particularly good in terms of student needs were the 
Crocketts* lesdons and the lesson on l^osophlla as revised for this college's 
students; No one lesson exploits all of PLATO*s unique characteristics 
particularly well> but many employ individual features .effectively* ^ 
Approximately three*quaAters of the available lessons fit the insttuctor's 
syllabus^ although not all were appropriate for the learning level of the 
class* Some le^sons^ suci||i as blood typing^ were too general for the syllabus 

In the future^ new authors who know the audience they are writing for^ 
that iE, the City Colleges of Chicago audience^ should prepare lessons. 
Lessons on embryology and chemistry need more variation* At present^ there 
is too much on ecology and tpo little on general ch^nistry* 
* 

Mechanics and Adminislsyation 
Interview noF"50inple^ 
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Biology Instructor #10 — continued 
General Biology - 1 [lab] 
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #11 



COURSC IKFORMATION 
Name 

^Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
TTS 



^ General Biology- 1 [lab] 

/27 

no response 

replace class and/or lab> review and practice 
sel£> PLATO staff 
-self 

course catalogi fellow instriictor 

yes 

no 



COURoE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx«) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time* 
to Improve PLATO instruction 



appropriate 

less than sufficient 

high 

50% 

2 

yes 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PL^TO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years . Teaching ^ 
Yoars at this College 
Tenure 



college PLATO staff 
none 

2 in progress 
0 

none 

Spring 74 - Pall 75 

self> site coordinatori fellow ^structor 

9 
3 

yes 



*Tarm beginning/ehd 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Biology Instructor #11 
General 

Although It is hard to assess the effects of PLATOi students seem 
to be enjoying it and are doing well with it* The instructor's class 
using PLATO is. showing' greater responsiveness in producing better grades 
than the control group wiJthout^Pl^TO. Moist students are responding 
^sitively to PLATOj although in ""^he beginning some slower students had 
trouble using the typing keys* PLATO's great strength is that it can 
pfovide repetition, instant feedback and. response, and quizzing potential* 
Its greatest difficulty for biology study is that it can not adequately 
simulate real organismsi an adequate slide selector system would help*> 

On the whole, PLATO is better than a workbook, audio-visual aids, 
text, programmed learning, a tutor, or class discussion* It is not as 
satisfactory as lecture, hcwiework, or class drill. 

^ 

Use and Lessons 

The texts fou the class were Keeton's Eleaentg of Biolo<>jLGa]^ Science 
and the lab manual Explqrationa in Modern Biology * Appropriate FLATO 
lessons were selected from the printed catalog upon the recommendation 
of a fellow instructor. In the future, the instructoif' will preview the 
lessons himself for appropriateness. Lessons on chemistry and cells are 
the. topics which best suit PLATO* The individual chemistry lessons were 
especially good, especially those which visually portrayed molecules 
combining. Students liked best the lessons on cells. , Whi^e the learning 
level of most lessons w^s appropriate, the lesson on the circulatory 
system was too hard particularly because it required much too specific 
answers. No lesson, on the other hand, was too easy. Most of the basic 
lessons fit the instructor's syllabus well. The lessons on tiells seaoti 
to branch well emd, in so doing, effectively utilize PLATO's special 
characteristics* 

In the future, the lessons should be designed With greater humor and 
cleverness* One way to achieve both would be to have a programmer and an 
artist with a sense of humor work jointly on the design of dynamic programs* 
Newer lessons for beginners should be added, including lessons on tissues, 
skeletal systems, and circulatory systotMs. ^ 

In the future, the instructor would like to be able to use PLATO as 
an adjunct to be used at the convenience of the student, as well as a 
device to be used in class. He would lik^^to have more teirminals made 
available to him; otherwise he would plan no difference in his use of PLATO* 

Mechanics and Administration 
^ " * 

Some mechanical problems were encountered but fewer this semester 
than previously. Most of the difficulties came .from the malfunctions of 
individual terminals. Tliere were no system failures. Scheduling was a 
problem in so far as the instructor was not fJble to get one of his classes 
on PLATO* He would like to have more terminals made available* 
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Bioldgy* Xnstrdctor #11 — continued 

The instructor* managed his own curflculum'and rostdi:. 

The course had no ETS contact. ^ ' . 

■ * 

The instruc^tior feals that I^LATO should increase the teacher*8 
productivity* His own students respond well to it* So far, PLATO has 
had no effect upon his career. 

* 

G«neral Biology - 1 [lab] 
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ID HU?1BER Biology Instructor #12 

f 

COURS E INFORMATION 
N£un& 
*Enrollinent \ . 
Schedule ^ 
PIATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 

PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Tini« 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tenure 

*Term beginning/end 
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General Biology - 1 tlabl 
30/34 

during class ^ 

review and practice 

self 

self> site coordinator 

course catalog 

yes 

pretests^ p6sttests> attitude surveys 

^ 

appropriate 
sufficient 
average to high 
80% 

few (nuntber not given) 
no 



U of I staff 

Fall 72, Videbeck, authors; Spring 73, 
Vldebeck> users ~ 

1 
^ 

none 

Fall 73 - ffall 75 

credit course 

15 

15 

yes 
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #12 

* COURSE INFORMATION 

^Enrollment ^ 
Schadule 
PIATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson preview 
ETS 

COORSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Prtviewed (approx*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



Botany 

30/ _ 

during class* — ^ 
review and ^practice 
self 

8elf^ site coordinator 
course catalog 
no response 

pretests^ posttests^ attitude surveys 

appropriate 
sufficient 
average to high 
80% 

few (number not given) 
no 



INSTRUCTOR IMFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 

PLATO Lsssons Designed 

1?LAT0 Lessons Prcgrammsd 

Release Time 

Prior PLATO- Use 

Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at this College 

Tenure 



U of I staff 

Fall 72, VidebeqJc, authors; Spring 73 
Videbeckf users 

1 
1 

nooe 

Fall 73 - Pall 75 
crcJit course 

15 . . 

15 - 
yes 



*Tenti beiirmlng/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMM^VRY — Biology Instructor #12 
General 

It Is disturbing that PLATO does not produce nKlfce evident results* 
While student attitudes vary from s^ester to semesrer^ in general good 
students are not happy to use PLATO* Oliey feel the teacher could do the 
same work in a shorter time* One important advantage of PLATO for bio;Logy 
is that it can display biological phenomena isi coinpressed time sequence; 
growth from seedling to^ plant can be easily displayed within an hour — 
something which can not be done in lab* The principal disadvemtage is that 
it antagonizes students ^^o resent the need to work with yet one more 
machin^ 

PLATO provides better instruction than a workbook, homework, driXl, 
lecture, or a tutor* It is less satisfactory than audio-visual aids> a * 
text, prograramed learning, or class discussion* In different ways PLATO is 
both better and worse than a traditional lab* PLATO'S most useful role 
may be that of a tutor, especially for students who need to make up missed 
lessons or who have had difficulty assimilating the work in the classroom* 



Use and Lessons 

PLATO was used in class for supplementary instruction and for review* 
In the future the instructor would like to use PLATO as a tutorial, and not 
during classtime* She most expressly does not want lab sacrificed to 
PLATO* 



The texts used in the course were Keeton*s Biological Science i second 
edjftion> and the biology department lab manual as well as handouts* PLATO 
lessons were chosen from the catalog to match topics in the depetrtmental^ 
syllabus* The topics most suited to PLATO are those of meiosis and mitosis* 
The Crocketts' lessons are especially fine since they present material from 
the student's point of view* Lessons on natural selection by Hyatt and 
Drosophila genetics draw most actively upon the special characteristics of 
PLATO* Hone of the lessons were too easy for the class although the lesson 
on genetics seamed too involved* Few students complained about the learning 
level of the lessons* The instructor would like to see lessons on the endo~ 
crine and nervous systems eu3ded to the PLATO curriculum and would like to 
see accompanying microfiche materials made available* Future lessons should 
be designed to be adaptitble to as many syXlabi and pedagogical styles as 
possible and should be 'keyed to standard lab manuals* 

Mechanics and Administratiofl 

Ho mechanical or scheduling problems lurose* The instructor has had 
University of Illinois extension courses in the use of PLATO and managed 
her own roster and curriculum, 

ETS pretests, posttests, and attitude surveys were given although some 
material in the ETS tests was not covered in the syllabus* 

While PLATO has had no immediate effect on her career, the instructor 
sees PLATO as the instruction of the future* >Even so, it wilX not replace 
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Biology Instructor #12 — continued 



tha classroom teachar* PIATO has aff«cj;«Ihar classroow msthod. It has 
•ncroachAd a bit into laboratory; it also placed mora sR^Dhasia on 
class discussion^ which prpvldas axr^ans ot datarmining tha affactivaness 
of PLATO lacturas* / ^ 



/ 



Ganaral Biology 1 tlab] 



5 -- 



£L 



n . n . n 



0 



I ' I ■ n j — l£L| — lSL\ 1 — I — I — ( — I — h-hrs 



8 



10 



12 



16 



18 20 



Usag^ distribution 
Totals: 34 itucients, 195 hcctrs. Rv«rag«: 5.7 



Botany 



to 

C 
4J 



5 - 



n . 1 ■ , n i n I n . n?]T. n I n . n , 



0 



6' 



8 



10 



12 



1 — ^ hr^ 



16 



1 8 



20 



Usage d 1 st r I b4,t i on 

Totals: 30 students, 179 hours. Rv«rag«: 6.0 
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #13 



\ 



COURSE IHFORMATION 

Number 
♦Enrollment 
^ Schedule* 

PLATO Use 



^ Rpster 
- Curriculum 



Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



COURSE EVALUATION 
Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed 

Session^ Aff^ted by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



General Biology - 1 [lab] 
20/21 
during class 

rSplace class instruction and/or lab, 
review and practice, supplement homework 

site coordinator, asst site coordinator 

self, site coordinator, asst site 
coordinator 

course catalog 

som^ 

no"^ 



easy tiD too. difficult, depending upon 
students' labiliti^'ji^^ 

less than to more than su^icient, 
depending upon topic \r 

very high 

0 (before use by students) 
2 

yes _ 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of ^I-vExtension Course 
Plato Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Prograumned 
Release Time 
Prior .PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at this College 

Tenure 

O Term beg inning /end 

ERIC 
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Staff meeting; ca. 1971 ^ 
none 

'v 

0 
0 

none 

Spring 74 - Fail 75 

self, site coordinator, asst site coordi- 
nator, U of I staff 

19 
15 

yes 
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lUTERVlfiW SUHMARy — Biology Instructor #13 

General \ ^ 

plate's influence on achievement varies according to student ability. 
Better stiit^ents achieve more and they master more of the PIATO material. 
A similar correlation is seen in student attitudes; better students enjoy 
PIATO more. PIATO's great strength is that it is an alternate medium which' 
students gei^erally enjoy using. Its great disa(5vantages are its mechanical 
failures > especially terminal malfunctions, and programming errors in 
lessoris. PLATO is better than a workbook, audio-vi&ual aids, homfework, 
and programmed learning. It is not as satisfactory as ledtures, tutors, 
class discussion, or laboratory. The instructor is yndecided about its 
rank in compaiMson with textbook and drill. 

Use and Lesson^ 

PIATO was i^sed during classtime to replace classrooi* instruction, for , 
review and practice, and to Supplement homework. Ih the future, the 
instructor would, like to have more free hours for PlATO use on a casual 
b^sis outside of class. 

As texts, the <: lass used Curtis* Biology and Freeman Cotnpany separates. 
Appropriate PIATO lessons were selected from the printed catalog. 

Topics in physiology best fit PIATO. lessons on physiology and 

the iDody system an4 ^NA were selected as particularly good. Lessons 
on *serolo^ and. the lesson on diffusion featuring Manny Molecule employee! 
PIATO's''.special^cha:^acteristics particularly well. Unfortunately, few 
-lessons fit the inst;ructor's syllabus. Learning level was hard to assess 
since there was Such a variety of student abilities. No lesson was too 
easy and the lesson 6n respiration experiment^ was too hard* 

t- 

In the future, lining teachers should suggest new lessons. New topics 
ought to include lessons on the skeletal system and the endocrine system. 
Both neV and existing lesson? should be designed for more flexible aiiswer 
judging and to provide answers when students can. not answer the question* 
Technical problems with microfiche materials should be resolved and print- 
outs should be made more available. 

Mechanics and Administration 

Two PIATO sessions were interrupted by Serious mechanical failures 
and other mechanical problems occurred during other periods; frequently 
the classtime was salvaged for other work. The instructor has never been 
able to schedule the hour he preferred but this term the allotted time was 
lose enough not to be inconvenient. He suggested tTiat teachers take turns 
or certain prime time PIATO slots* 

\ Allan Meers or Richard Neapolitan managed the course roster and Meers 
proV<3e<3 additional aid in the use of PIATO* 

V - 

T^e course had no ETS contact. ' 
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Bioiogy Instructor #13 — continue<^ 

PIATO is another weapon in the instructor's arsenal. It has affected 
this instructor's classroom teaching since sliudents bring materials covered 
on PIATO to class for discussioik. The instructor enjoys using PIATO; he 
feels as if a session on PIATO is much like a field tiTip. 

\ 



General Biology - 1 [lab] 
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #14 



COURSE IHFORMATIOM 
Number 
^Enrollment 
Scjiedule 

PLATO Use 
Roster 
Ci^riculum 
Lesson Source 
Lpsson Preview 
ETS ' 



General Biology^ 1 *[iab] (2 sections) 

/55 (both sections)^ V 

during ciass; out of class, terniinals 
not reserved 

review and practice 

self 

self 

course catalog, fellow instructor 

no response \ 

pretests, posttests* attitude surveys 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons \ . 

X 

Quantity 6f Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate ^^ 
sufficient \ 
aVerage (1/3) to high (V^) 
70%\ 
1 

not at present 



IMSTRUCTOR INFORMATION , 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 



PLATtf Lessons Designed 

PLATO Lessons Programmed 

Release -Time 

Prior PLATO Use 

Source of PLATO Training 

Years O^eaching 

Years at this College 

Tenure 



fellow instructor 

Fall 74, Jordan, iritifor^Spring 75, Jordan, 
advanced 

1 

1 

none 

^ring 75, Fall 75 
sejtf* credit course 
no res^nse 
2 

no * 



*^erm beginning/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Biology liistructor #14 ^ 

\ ■ * ' _. ■ . 

General | ^ * 

\All students are equally receptive to PIATO bu^ PLATO se^is to be 
desigiied for average students; poorer students se^ to have far greater 
^expectations for what PIATO can, do for them and are disappointed more 
often. PIATO can break through^ the intimidation which texts pffer to 
certain students and can providSe instruction without social ^nbarrassment. 
Unfortunately, poor reading andjtyping skills sometimes get^n the way of 
real achievement andi moreouenldot enough terminals are available at 
one time for a class of 35 stsiid^nts. 

PIATO IS superior to workbooksi homeworki and :prOgraiiuutiii i^arimig; 

y a s^v 



it is equal to a labj but is not as satisfactoiry as^^udio-visuals, texti 
Use and Lessons 



drill in classi lectura/i or tutojts. 



PIATO was used ^ in 



two sectiondi of Biblbgy 111 to replkce in-class time 
and to provide supplementary review for class lessons. The instructor wanted 
to use PXJITO for both lier.biology classes biit she was unable initially to 
" obtain sufficient timeJ 'She noted there was real jealousy among the students 
in the class, that was not at first able to use'^PIATO. Students were also 
encouraged to use PLATu, on their own time as ter*(jinals were available* 

The text for .fee cburse vias Biology Today i second edition; a lab i 
manual was used as were occasional audio-visual aidsv The instructor 
selected the PLATO lessons with the assistance of Sally Leei with whc^ 
she compared notes on the lessons. In the futurei she plans to review 
all lessons she is considering for inclusion. 

Among the t<gpics which fit PIATO well are the celli photosynthesisi \ 
and respiration; lessons presently available in those topics are particularly 
_'^good. Lessons by c$r^in authors are ''regularly less satisfactory. The \ 
lessons on cells and diffusion and all of the lessons by Crockett smploy 
most effectively PIATO's most unique characteristicfs . No comment was made 
on the general learning level of the lessons^ although the lesson on 
photosynthesis was identified as particula^^ly difficult for har class. 
In the futurei howeveri lessons should be designed as simply as posalbla. 
Lessons aimed at an audience of University of Illinois students are 
probably of limited appeal to a community college audience. Present 
lessons by, Crockett and Boggs provide just right level of instruction and 
might serve ad models^ for future development. Lessons with good visual 
presentations produce good results. After the lessons on diffusion 'and 
^ cell structurei the students did much better on an examination and in 
lab. 

. 

Mechanics and Administration 

Mechanical interruptions were rarei and when they occurredi lab aides 
handled them easily. Except for the fact that both sections could not initially 
be scheduled for pLato^ no scheduling difficulties occurred; she was able to 
obtain the hours she panted for the class which w^? able to use PIATO at first. 
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Biology Instructor #14 continued 

instructor managied her own curriculum and roster- Errol Magidson 
and Yvonne Pierce provided assistance, in the course. The instructor has 
taken both the introductory and advanced University of Illinois extension 
courses in the use of QLATO. 



ETS tests were iqXven* 



General Biology -.1 [lab] 
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ID NUMBER 



Biology Instructor #15 



COURSC I HFORfjJ^TaiOa 
Name 
*Eniollinent i \ 
Schedule 
PIATO Use 
Roste^ 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx^i) 

Sessions Affected by F$llure\ 

Would ^dii Use Vour Own Time ^ 
to improve PLATO Instruction 



General Biology - 1 [labl 
32/26 

during class ' , * 

review and practice 

site coordinator or asst site coordinator 

asst site coordinator 

course catalog - . * 

Bome 

pretests, posttests, attitude surveys 

"v 

appropriate 
less than sufficient 
averAge to bettelr ttj/kn average 
25% 
2-3, 
yes 




INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Flrat PLATO Contact ' 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Deaigned 
PLATO Lessona Prograimned 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Vears Teaching 
Vears at thit College 
Tenure 



college PLATO staff 

none 

0 

0 

none 

Fall 73 - Fall 75 

self, site cOordiiia,tor, fellow instructor 

30 

11 

yea- 



^Term beginning/end 
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imERVIEW SUMMARY " Biology Instructor #15 

\ 

General ' . .. 

PLATO Is^ a medium that itiost; students enjoyi and seems to have advan-^ 
tages for most. A few students dislike itj and slower students seem to 
have more difficulty adapting to the mediumi butpLATO c^n be fitted to the 
needs of both "poor and. good students. Most ijot^rtantlyi PLATO holds 
students individually accountable for the work and j]flftrmits them to work 
A at their own rate and speed. Its graphic capabilities provide greater 

ijoapact in instruction. Unfortunately i not all students can use machines 
individually? problems with terminals means that teinminal^ must be shared. 
Moreover! some students simply do not like the machines* 

PLATO is only clear l}r better than class drill i homeworki prograitined 
learning and tutors. In different respects it is both better and worse 
than other available media# ^ 

■% 

Use and Lessons 

PLAte was scheduled during classliime for review and practice* In the^ 
future^ PLATO will not be used to replace lab sessions. Ideallyi PLATO 
ought to bi& available on a casual basis i the student choosing the time and 
the extent of his use. ^ 

The course' required Biology Today by Kirki the lab memuali and the 
biology exercises for Biologry 111 and 112. Ifhe PLATO lessons were chosen 
to conform to materials covered in class j both in content and in pedagogical 
approach. In the futurei lesson difficulty also will be considered. 

BecauBi^ data can. be compressed and instantly di&playedi quantifieOble 
topics such as population growth are well suited to PLATO as are topics 
that require motion such as diffusion and osmosis. The best current lessons 
available are those on ecology and a few of the genetics lessons; all are 
accurate and are well programmed. The lessons which bfest fit the 111 syllabus 
were those on cell structure and functiohi human anat<Maiy and physiologyi 
neuron structure and functionj digestionj cardiac cyclej and the heeuct. 
No lesson was too easy and some were too hardi notably Drogophila genetics 
and population lessonsi cell structure seemed just right. Xisssons on diffusion 
and blood typing best employed PLATO*s capability for animation. 

In the futurei new lesso,ns should be reviewed by skillful users who 
can suggest chaj|g€^s emd improvements prior to release. Current lessons 
should be min\4l^'01y/evaluat:ed to eliminate problems which students find 
troublesome. N^w lessons' on evolution and chemistry should bsxdeveloped. 



Mechanics and Administration 

More system difficulties occurred this semester than previously. 
Scheduling seemed to be no jraroblem except thj&t PLATO should be available 
on a casual basis for those who wish to use it. The instructor managed 
both her own roster and her own curriculum. Gary Hyatti L^ Porchi and 
Brrol Magidson helped the instructor use PLATO. > 
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Biology Instructor #iS — c^tinued 

V, 

ET^ J^retests, posttests, and attitude questioimaire were given- The 
ETS posttest is not entirely satisfactory. The instmictor does not like 
to use it for a final since she disputes the usefulness of some of the 
questions. As a consequance> she was obliged to give an additional final 
examination. The pretests however^ seems quite satisfactory. 

' ^ i 

' PLATO is not a subsjbitute for a teacher^ although* perhaps in a few 
cases it may replace an occasional teacher. Its chief use is as a supple- 
ment and as a means of dealing with instruction for which the teacher does 
not usually have time. Although PLATO may be an added chore for the teacher^ 
it " like all new experiences is enriching. 
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Totals: 33 "students, 166 hours. 
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #1 
* 

COURSE INFORMATION 
Name 

♦Enrollment ^ - 

Schedule 

PIATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source t 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx^) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Progrannned 
Release^ Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Yea£B Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tenure 



General Biology - 1 [lab] 
45/ 

out of class ^ terminals reserved; 
out of classi terminals not reserved 

supplement 

asst site coordinator 

asst site coordinator 

course catalog 

yes 

no 

appropriate 
sufficient 
average 
S0% 

few (number not given) 
no i^^sponse 

* 

college PLATO staff 

none 

0 

0 

none 

Spring 75, Fall 75 
asst site coordin^to?^ 
10 

4 

yes 



*Terni beginning/end 
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #16 

COURSE IMFORMATION 
Name 

*Enrollrnent 
^hedule 

PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lesson^ 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR IMFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Prograimned 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tenure 



Anatomy and Physiology - 1 
37/ 

out of clasB^ terminals reserved; 
out of classj. terminals not reserved 

review and practice, supplement homework 

asst site coordinator 

asst site coordinator 

course catalog 

yes 

no 

appropriate 
sufficient 
average 
B0% 

few (ntonber not given) 
no response ^ 



college PLATO staff 

none . 

0 

0 

none 

Spring 75, Fall 75 
asst site coordinator 
10 
4 

yee 



*Term beginning/end 
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INIEKVIEW SUMM?!blY ~ Biology Instructor #16 
No interview conducted « 

General Biology - 1 [lab] 
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #17 



COURSE INFORMATION 
Name 
^Enrollment * 
Schedule ^ 

PLATO Use 
^Rost6r 
^ — Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



COURSE EVALUATION - 

Level of Lessona 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would Vou Use Vbur Owp. Time 
to Improve PLATO Inst;^ructlon 



General Biology - 1 [lab] 
35/21 

during class > outside of class > terminals 
not reseinred 

review and practlde> supplement homework 

self " ' 

self 

course catalog ^ ^ 

yes ' 

pretests > posttests^ attitude survey 

iippropriate * - 

more than sufficient 

high 

100% 

2 

yes ' 



7 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 

PLATO Lessons Designed 

PLATO Lessons Programmed 

Release Time 

Prior PL7CF0 Use 

Sour9e of PLATO Tii^inlng 

Years Tsschlng 

Veers at this College 

Tenure 



college PLATO staff, fellow instructor 

Fall 74| Jordan, Intro; Spring 75, 
Jordan, advanced 

1 (in^part) 
none 

Fall 74 - Fall 75 
credit courie 

75 
3+ 



*T«na beglnnlng/and 
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INTEBVIEW SUMMARY — Biology Inatynictor #17 
General 




In aplte of the fact thai/ most students im the class liked FIATO^ 
acme are emtagonlzed by It and refuse to^use It. Average and slightly 
below average students like PLATO* best because it provides repetition. ' 
PLATO'S contribution to ach±lwanent is roixedi with Very poor student* 
nothing seems to help^ smart students do not really need PLATO*. Again^ 
it is the average student thatr benefits most from PLATO but some students 
can not read sufficiently "well to use it to best lidvAntage. ^'Although 
PLATO helps reduce the load of lecture material^ its use reqiiires mora 
time* than is c^^r^tly available^ One hour jier week^ its present use^ 
is not sufficient more time can be spared for it^ Moreover^ 

the number of terminals available Is insufficient to serve the entire 
class. ^ • 

PLATO is better than class -drills programmed learning^ and class 
discussion but it is not as aatiefactory as homework^ a text^ lecture^^ 
Or laboratory. ^ . ■ - 

Use and Lessons - ' 
~ / ' . 

The text for the cou^^sai Biological Science by ICeeton^ was si^leaianted . 
by other aids^ especially prograxnoaed leiirning materials. The^ inlitructor 
and a colleague divided the task of reviewing the available PLATO lessons 
*and selected those most appropriate for the course* * • 

TopioB in chemistry and photosynthesis are best suited to PLATO. 
'The besj:^ individual lessons are those by Faye Bomer. Lessons by another 
inst^ctor were identified as good but perhaps not as suitable fOr community 
ega students. Lag Phase of' Cell Growth is also- particularly good, 
ssons by Ingersol and Francis exploit most fully the unique capabilitieli 
of PLATO. The Crocketts' lesson on structure and function was sing^nRLout 
as a particularly good realization of materials in the VlA'SO toedium. Tte 
PLATO curriculum coulid be enriched by adding lessons in microbiology^ 
macrOQOleculeei ^nd nucleic acide« In general^ PLATO lessons need more 
interaction between PLATO and the students* The learning level of most * 
lessons was satisfactory; none were too easy although a few were too hard» 
the* Qrocketts' lesson on the structure of the cell exemplifies just the right 
levels In general^ the simplest lessons are best for her students since 
many have had no high school science. More difficult lessons ere essigned 
to students who do the beginning work well. ' 

Mechanics and Admin istr^ct ion 

Very few mechanical j>rahlmsm arose; during the -course there was only 
one couqolete failure of t^a system. ' Since the course meets in the after- 
noon/ no scheduling probleois occurred^ ^ 

The instructor managed her own curriculum and roster* Bob Taylor and 
Sanford Rush provided* general aesistance. 
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Biology Instructor #17 — continued ' t 

The course included the ETS pretests, posttests, and attitude question- 
naires. The instructor rates the posttest as very good; only two questions 
were unsatisf actoiry* 

A The instructor foresees only good for PLATO* It will not and can not 

replace teachers but it is a valuable aid and this instructor will* use any 
aid she can get* It has made her a better teacher since students' reactions 
to PLATO provide a valuable source of information about the course and 
methods « 

\ . ■ - 
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Usage distributi,on 
Totals: 35 students, 126 hours, Average: 
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ID NUMBER . Biology Instructor #18 



COUHSt. INFORMATION 
Name 
♦Enrollment 
Schedule 



PLATO Use 

Roster . 
Curriculum 
X^essori Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

\ ^ ■ 

COURSE EVALUATioN 
Level of lessons 

. ■ "" 

Quantity of Lessoni^ 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons, Previewed (approxO 

Sessions Affected Failure ' 

Would You^ l^se your Own Time 
to Improve ]^LA TO Instruction 




[eneV^ Biology" 1 [lab] 

35/32 

duririg\classtijaej outside of class, 
teminajls reserved] outside of class, 
terminals not reserved ^ ^ 

replace classroom and/or lab, review and 
practicei suppl^ent homework 

self ^ 

self 

course catalog 
yes ^ ' 

pretests, posttests, attitude surveys 



appropriate 
;Suff icji^ent . 
avjerage 
it 00% 

i 

yes 



\ 



INSTRUCTOR INFOBMATION 

First PLATO Contact 

U pf I Extension Cotirse 

Plato Lessons Designed 

PLATO liessons Programmed 

Release Time 

Ptior PLATO Use 
* t 

. Source of PLATO Training 

years" Teaching 
^ Years^t this College 

Tenure 



fellow instructor 

Spring 74, Ghesquiere, Intro 

3 

2 . 

Spring 74, Summer 74, Summer IS 

Spring '74 - Fall 75 

self, site coordinator, U of I staff 

20 

2 1/2 ^ 
no 



ERLC 



*Tem beginning/end 
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #18^ 



COURSE INFQRMATIQtl 
Na0*e 

♦Enrollment 
Schedule 

PLATO Use 

FDster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 

Lesso];! Preview 
ETS 




)URSE EVALt 

/el of Lessons 




Quan^ty of Lessons 

Quality Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed {approx*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would you Use Your Ovm Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



General Biology - 2 [labl 
37/38 

during class; outside of class> 
terminals reserved; outside of class, 
terminals not reserved . 

replace classroom and/or lab/' review 
and practice, .supplement homework, extra 
credit 

self 

self V , . 

course catalog; recommended by U of X 
staff, fellow instructors^ college PXiATO 
qtaff 

yes 

pre jieats , posttests , attitude surveys 



sur^l 



difficult 

su^^cient 

average 

100% 

none 

yes 



^ INSTOUGTOR - INFORMATION - 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
' Tenure 



fellow instructor 
Spring 74, Ghesquiere> intXD 
3 

2 ^ . 
Spring/74, Summer 74, summer 7 
spring 74 Fall 75 
self, site coordinated^ U of I 

20 

2 1/2 
no 
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*Tem beginning/end 
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^IKT^VIEW SUMMARY — Biology Instructor #16 

General ^ ^ , 

Ho general statement can be made about the contribution of PIATO to 
students* achievement but it does appear to help in some classes and students 
seem to feel it helps. Answers containing .the phrasing provided by the 
PIATO lessons frequently^ appear on quizzes given in class* Horeoveri 
PLATO seems to help both basic and advanced students* Student attitudes \ 
toward PLATO vary depending upon the clasSi although as a general rule 
sharper students are not as enthusiastic about PLATO until basic Witerials 
have beeA passed and more challenging material is available* PLATO^s 
great strengths are its individual pacing^ its branching^ and its record 
keeping capabilities* Its greatest weakness is poor design in some lessons* 

Use and Lessons 



PLATO was used in one section of Biology 111 and one section of 112* Time 
was split between both sections^ which used the facilities alternately* 
PIATO was scheduled for use in class and out of class* Moreover^ students 
were encouraged to use it^on a non-scheduled basis* PIATO was used to 
replace ciassroom instsmction^ fbr r^iew*and practice , and to. supplement 
homework* ^ 

Both classes .used Bjo logy*S?QdaV i a lab manual^ and class handouts* 
Stu<3ents also worked on indivi^Sual projects. pLATO lessons were selected ; ^ 
by review of the <^n-line index* \^ 

Topics best suited to PLATO are materials requiring repetition^ which 
might otherwise be dull, and experimental materials^ including topics in 
enzymes and DHA construction*. The best current lessons av^il^le iare 
Glycosis^ because of its animation and its siii\plif ication of a very 
difficult: ^pio J and Protein Synthesis^ since the lesson offers drill 
and practical construction of the protein structure that is rewarding* 
Moreover^ the lesson on protein synthesis Beemed to best employ PLATO*s 
special characteristics* A more than ample nuMM^ of lessons were suitable 
for [the instructor's course syllsUDus for Biology 111 although the learning 
Idvel of many was too hard. Nonewere too easy^ ' ^ 

In the design of fu-t;ure lessons, special attention should be paid 
to exploiting PLATO*s Capacities to the fullest:* Hew lessons in genetic 
drill problems and dilution .expeiriments should be designed^ current lessons 
could be in^roved by individualizing them. j^agogical prac- 

-tipes of the instructor and by providing greater ^^S^sml^g., 

Mechanics ^d Administration - ^^^^ ^ ^ 

Far fewer mechanioal difficulties occurred than forroerlyi the only 
scheduling problem was obtaining more free time- for students to use.fLATO 
on a casual basis* The instructori who has taken the introductory course 
on PIATO^ managed his own curriculum and roster* 

ETS pretests were given; the pretests seemed to be improving in 
quality* 

126 
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Biology Instructor #18 — continued 

The instructor sees BIAOJO as an interesting anfl stimulating accessory 
to conventional learning which frees the teacher from routine tasks and 
should pemiit better instruction. It is not a replacement tot the teacher 
but am adjuiti?t that will tatke ovar some of the teacher^s duties to free 
the instructor for more time to work individually with students* 



General Biology - 1 [lab] 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 37 students, 352 hours. Bveirag«: 9.5 



General Biology - 2 [lab] 
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Usage distribution ,. . 

^Totals: 36 students, 207 hours. - Average: 5.8 



IP HUMBfea Biology instructor #1 

IT 

COURSE IHFOHMATIOH 
ITame 

^Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster: 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

COURSE E^ALUATIOH 
Lev^l of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 
r 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

. Sessions Affected by Failuire 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 

JHSTRUCTOR mFORMATIOM 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years this College 
Te&ure 

*T^rm beginning/end 
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General Biology - 2 [lab] 
31/30 

during class 

review and practice 

self, assistant site coordinator 

self 

^^urse catalog 
yes 

pretests, posttests, attitude surveys 

appropriate 

mor^ than sufficient 

average 

100% 

aiioost all 
no 



U of I staff 

Fall 72, Videbeck, authors 
o 

4 
4 

3pring 73, Suaroer 73 

Summer 75, Fall 75 

U of I staff 

8 

8 

yes 
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IN^EERVIEW SUMMARY — Biology Instructor #19 

General ' 

PLATO is a useful tooli con^arable to other teaching aidSi which works 
best when teachers participate actively In the PLATO sessions. It Is 
difficult to evaluate Its effect and there Is no appar^t difference In 
learning among the various ability groups who use It. Many of this Instruc- 
tor's students preferred not to use PLATO this semester. The source of 
dissatisfaction was not Idetitified. Advanced students seemed reticent to 
use it although student indifference may be more the result of the way 
PIATO is being used than^^in the instrument itself. 

PL^TO helps locate Individual difficulties better «md helps the 
teacher to determine where to focus the lecturei its mechanical problems 
are its greatest disadvantage. PLATO is not discemlbly better than other 
teaching media althbugl> there Ib some difficulty in evaluating other media 
with PLATO. PLATO is probably not as good as homework, class drill, and 
class discussion. PLATO ehould be used for mfike-up work and review along 
with live tutors, a /teacher assisting and euivising. 

^ Uge euKi^ Lessons 

PLATO was used in class for review and as a supplement to lectures. 

The course used a text by Keeton and a college biol&gy lab manual in 
addition to several audio-visual aids. PLATO lessons were selected from 
the printed catalog and the on-line index. Mitosis, meiosis, and genetics 
are the topics best suited to PLATO presentation. OSis instructor con^ders 
his own lessonf of high quality, especially the lessons on mitosis and 
meiosis. Perhaps bscause thsy were geared for his own students the lessons 
on meiosis, mitosis, genetics, menstruation, and evolution best suited his 
syllabus. The learning level of most lessons was satisfactoryi no lesson 
was too difficult.^ The lesson on blood typing was too easy and one lesson 
on cell structure he thought too simplified. The lessons on natural selection, 
evolution, behavior, and genetics best used PLATO'S unique capabilities. 
In the future, hs would use those lessons which are accurate and complete 
and not overly simplified. 

In the future, the instructor would prefer to provide the students with 
handouts to bs used as a guide to the lessons to bs studied and telling 
the student what to look for as he works his way through the PLATO lesson. 
He would also like to see more material available on genetics. Future 
lessons should be written by biologists and not by tschnicians and should 
not sacrifice effectiveness to dazzling technology. 

Mechanics and Administration 

Some total failures of the system occurred this semesteri PLATO seemed 
ee Isthargic at 6tOO a.m. as did the students. NO scheduling problssns 
occun^ed however. The instructor received his training in PLATO from Dr. 
Videbeck and has been helped by Gary Hyatt. Laboratory aides, in the lab 
section managed ths curriculum and the roster for the course. 
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Biology Inatructor #19 — continued 
The ETS pretest was given « 

PtATO has had no effect upon his career and he sees it having little 
Influence on the teaching profession « 



General Biology - 2 [lab) 
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Usage distribution 

Totals; 29 students, 17'* hours. Rverage: 6.2 



er|c 



130 



106 



ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #20 

COURSt INFORMATION 

* Enrollment 
Schedule 

PLATO Use 

Roster 

Currlculiim 

Lesson Source 

Lesson Preview 

ETS ^ ' . 

COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx,) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Bxtsnsion Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Prograinmed 
Release Time 
Pripr PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
.Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tenure 

*T«nQ beginning/end 
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Anatomy and Physiology - 1 
35/35 

during class; outside of class > terminals 
not reserved 

review and practice, supplement homeworK 

asst site coordinator 

asst site coordinator 

course catalog ^ . 

yes 

no 



appropriate 

sufficient 

high 

50% 

1 

no 



fellow Instructor 
^rlng 75, Jordan, intro 
1 
0 

none , 

Summer 75, Fall 75 

credit course, site coordinator 

7 

7 
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ID tKriSCR Biology Instructor #20 

CQjRSn xnfqr:iatiqm 

*Eni:ollnent , 
Schedule 

PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curr iculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Anatomy and Physiology - 2 
35/35 

during class* outside of class, terminal: 
not reserved 

review and practicej suppl^ent homework 

asst site coordinator 

asst site coordioator 

course catalog 

yes 

no 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Vtould You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR IHFOHWVTION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Proqrainmtd 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Soar<£)of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tenure 



appropriate 

sufficient 

high 

50% 

1 

no 



fellow instructor 
Spring 75, Jordan, intro 
1 
0 

none 

Summer 75, Fall 75 

credit course, site coordinator 

7 

7 

yes 



^Term b6ginnlng/end 
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INTERVIEW SOMt«mY — Biology Instructor #20 v. 
General 

It is ImposBlble to asse^B the effect of PLATQ on achievement since 
the lnst3nictor has no control group with which to measure the PIAOX) class. ^ 
As a general rule, however, better students do like, PLATO* Its greatest 
advantages are Its animation emd Its limnedlata correction of student 
errors. Its greatest disadvantage Is that It Is inpossible to baclc up 
several frames without encountering restart problems. Currently, it is 
better than a workbook, audio-visual aids, homework, or a text, i It is 
not as satisfactory as other forms of instruction. , 

Use eu id Lesson s 

PLATO was used during classtim^ and on a non-scheduled basis outside 
of class for review andi practice and to/ supplement homework. Appropriate 
PLATO lessons were chpsBn from the index to fit the syllalxis of the course. 

Topics that ceui be animated and provide immediate correction of the 
student are best for PLATO. The best available lessons are those on neuron, 
structure, photosynthesis, and the nursing program on fetal circulation. 
Although the learning level of most lessons is satisfactory, the lesion on 
auxiliary control of the heart routes the student incorrectly «uid therefore 
is too difficult* 

In the future, teachers should write the lessons and students should 
test them in the classroom before they are released for general use* 
While no specific Improvements for lessons* foannat or content were sug** 
gested, additional lessons on mtuscles, bones, and nervous systems would be 
valuable. 

Mechanics and Administration 

One total system failure occurred during the term but the system came 
back up soon after so alternate materials were not required. No scheduling 
problems arose. Al Heers managed the course roster this semester although 
the Instructor has done so in the past herself. R* Neapolitan provided 
help with PLATO knd the Instructor has teiken the introductory course offered 
by the University of Illinois in Spring 1975. 

Ttxe course had no contact with ETS* 

PLATO adds to teaching resources^ it is not a rival of the teacher* 
PLATO has had no effect on the Instructor's classrom methods but she feels 
that it has enriched her career. 

\ 
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Instructor #20 continued 
aiw3t Physiology ^ 1 
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Totals; 31 students, 20 hours. Average; 0.6 
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #21 

COURSE INFORMATION 
Name 

^Enrollment 
Sphedule 
PUVTO U8e 

Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

COURSE EVALUATION 

LQvel of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would Vou Use Vour Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO^ Contact 
U of I Extension Cdurse 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Us^ 
Source of PLATO Training 
Vears Teaching 
Vears at this College 
' Tenure 



Anatomy and Physiology - i 
44/ 

during classtime 

reviewand practice, supplement homework 
extra credit 

site coordinator 

self 

course catalog 
no response 
no 

easy 

less than sufficient 

average 

25% 

2 

yes 



college PLATO staff 

none 

0 

0 

none 

Pall 74 « Fall 75 
self 

8 
5 

yes 



*Term beginning/end 
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ID tIu::a::R Biology instructor #21 



Home 

*Enrolliflent 
Sph«dula 
PLATO Use 



Roster 

Curriculum > 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 

BTS 



Anatomy end Physiology - 2 

40/ . . 

outside of class^ terminals not reserved 

review end practice^ supplement homework^ 
extrevcrodlt 

site coordinator 

self 

course catalog 
yes 

no , 



COURSE F/ALUATIQil 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approxO 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to la\prove PLATO Instruction 



easy 

less than sufficient 

average 

2S% 

2 

y«» 



IHSTROCTOR IMFORMATIOH 

^irst PLATO Contact 
* U of I Extension Couirse 

PLATO Lessons Designed 

PLATO Lessons Programmed^ 

Release Time 

Pr^or PLATO Use 

Source of* PLATO Training 

Years l!oaching 

Years at this College 

Tenure 



college PLATO staff 

none 

0 

0 

nona 

Fall 74 - Fall 75 

Ml£ 

8 
5 



*Tem beginning/and 
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Iira^RVIEW SUMMARY Biology InstiTuctor #21 , . ^ 

General • * 

In its present state PLATO is of limited use for advajiced physiology 
and anatomy classes since mos^ of. the materials are.^not really applic^le* 
PLATO is useful > however > to students in more basic courses « Students in 
introductdry courses like PLATO since it gives .them t^e material in a ^ 
different form and one that is wqr^ entertaijiiiig than direct instruction* 
If PLATO has a s^ious drawback, xt is -the exacting difficulty 6^ answer 
judging* On the whole, PLATO is better than^ workbook, audio-visual aids, 
programmed iearning, and labora4x>ry* It is not as satisfactory as other " , 
media or forms of instruction* ■. - / ^ 

Use and Leg^sons ^ . , 

^e text for the course was Human Anatomy and Physiology by Sheappano 
et al, Appropriate PLA^O lessons were selected from the on-line index* 

^ ■ ■ * " 

Blbod typing'^ brealphing mechanisms ^ and cardiac cycle were the topics ' 
which best suited PLATO* ...The lesson ,on cardiac 'fUngtion wa^ particularly 
good because it actually^ showed the pumping mechanisms of^ the heart in 
action and was accompanied by sound* Students found it particularly ^ ' 
effective;, it seems to be a lesson which exploits uniquely w^ll the charac^ 
ter;^sticd of PL&TO* Although few of the available lessens fit the instructor's 
syllabus > those that w^^re appropriate were not too difficult for the class* 
Lessons' on cells were too easy* ^n the fu^fcure^ new lessons' should be 
developed by the using teachers* New lessons should be developed in 
muscular /endocrine > and nervous systems* More lessons in physiology 
genera^l^r |7ould be appropriate* *Both new and old lessons need to be equipped 
with flexible answer judgirvg* ' Answer judging that, is too -capriciously 
exacting discourages the student* - ^, . . > ■ 

Mechan ics and Administration ' ^ \ > 

Neither mechanical failures'" nor soheciuling problems arose« For the 
most part> Joan^-Sweany managed^ the course roster although the instructor 
is competent to do so* Sweany ^also provided general help with PLATO* 

^The course had no ET^ contact* 

f On the whole> PLATO will provide a good influence on teaching; it. will 
jnot replace teachers* Whi^e students like it as a suppl^ent> it can not 
replace la]> or lecture* So far^ PLATO has had no impact on this instructor's 
XJ^eer* * ' . 



ERIC 



9^ ^ 137 



113 



Biolo£^ Instructor #21 — continued 
Anatomy and physiology - 1 ■ 
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Anatomy and Thysiology - ^ 
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SUBJECT COORDINATOR'S SOMHAftY — CHEMISTRY 



Curriculum \ 

\ 

The greatest portion of the chemistry lessons made lavailabj^e to the 
j2GiBmra^y colleges were written by chemistry faculty and graduate; students 
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, orjilally for use at 
that campus, $ince much of the content of the university courses was 
similar to that of the coniaunity college coursesj of ten J.essons were used 
without modification* Hdweverj . some instructors found that the lessons were 
too difficult, or that they adopted a less favored pedagogy, or that they 
ignored some subject matter cooipletely. Consequently, several instructors 
began to write new lessons or to revise existing lesson^vto make them more 
suitable for their own classes* One instructor rewrote several lessons that 
he had written While a student at the university. Moreover, a number of 
interested chemistry teachers at the City Colleges of Chicago formed a group 
intent upon improving PIATO instruction and creating more chemistry lessons. 
That project has created a dozen new lessons, now in. the last stages of 
revision, especially designed for students with little or no background in 
chemistry. 



Still, there remain gaps in the normal classroom instruction cujnriculum 
that have not been filled with suitable PIATO lessons. Although this 
condition may be remedied in a few years, the problem is cony^ounded by the 
fact that there are ^o many different types of classes and so many different 
^legitimate ways of presenting any single topic. 

During the'past semester, approximately sixty lessons were offered, 
dealing with topics suc^ as background mathematics skills, the metric system, 
solution chemistry, titrations, elements, compounds, chemical equations, 
stoichiometry, and gases; Miscellaneous lessons on a variety of topics not 
easily classified were also included* A catalog of one-page descriptions for 
each availal>le ch^istry lesson can be obtained from PIATO XV Publications, 
Computer-based Education Research Laboratory, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Ghampaign, Urbana, Illinois 61801 v 



usag 
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The use made of lesson materials and the manner of their , presentation 
was left entirely to the discretion of the classroom teacher, or to the 
college dep'aVtment, Consequently, the amount and kind of use varied consider- 
ably betyreen* classes during Fall 1975* Com5>arisons should hot, therefore, 
be. made among classes or schools, and evaluations should consider the exact 
use made of *PIATO in each class. 
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« V When explressed in amount of tim^^ chemistry use was extensive, in most 
cases,- 'instjfuctors made PIATO lessons available to students for practice in 
^plying subject matter studied in the classroom. There is a noticeable 
/g^nftral reluctance to allow PIATO to wholly replace classroom instruction on 
any topic. Perhaps this can be attributed to'an unfaiiniliarity with th'fe 
dessons available, or to a mistrust of letting a conui^uter usurp the j^ole of 
the teacher*^ This teluctaiice may abate as lessons improve and as more lessons 
become available* ^ - . 
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Although iQost Instructors designed their own curricula^ a ^rnall number 
neither used an existing curriculum o£ lessons nor designed an individual one? 
rather they merely^ made available to their classes a large list of lessons 
from which students could select topics to study. Unfortunately, this practice 
usually produces a relatively ineffective use of PIAOX). Since students were 
not directed toward lessons c^plementlng the current class topic, PLATO was 
not used to its fullest extent, depriving especially the weak students of 
^^extra practice. 

It has been suggested that as new lessons are developed, sample curricula 
be provided to faculty by their colleges to permit Instructors to select one 
of several integrated programs of lessons with the Intent of improving the 
use of PLATO. 

General Chemistry Usage by Class and College for FaLl 1975^ 



College 



Class 



Students^ 



Itotal Hours hours/student*" 



Kennedy "Ki ng 


1 


33 




31 0.2 


9.4 




2 


31 


• 


1 20. 9 


3.9 




3 


36 




144.0 


4.0 




4 


27 


■ - 


78.3 ^ 


2.9 




5 


22 




189.2 


8.6 


TOTAL 




149 




842.6 




Malcolm X 


1 


29 




342.2 


11.8 




2 


36 




241.2 


6.7 




3 , 


39 




319.8 


8.2 




4 


28 




86.8 


3.1 




5 


39 




163.8 


4.2 




6 


37 




351.5 


9.5 




7 


' 11 




111.1 


10.1 




8 


25 




80.0 


3.2 


TOTAL 




244 




1696.4 


7.0 


Parkland 


1 


22 




269.7 


12.3 




2 


23 




273.7 


11.9 




3 


18 




240.4 


13.4 


TOTAL 




63 




783.8 


12.4 


Wright 


1 


44 




488.4 


11.1 




2 


27 




91 .8 


3.4 




3 


36 




248.4 


6.9 




4 


37 




321.9 


8.7 




5 


26 




156.0 


6.0 


TOTAL 




170 




1306.5 


7.7 


GRAND TOTAL 


21 


626 




4629.3 


7.4 


Org£mlc ch^lstry produced 191.6 


additional 


hours 


(4% o£ total use) 




Represents all students who 


€ver 


used PLATO 


in the 


course. 





^ince this also includes those vAio dropped the course during the semester > 
the mean hours/st^ent fbr those who completed the course would be 
^F^roxiinately 3(f(^reater". , 
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CERL Support " 

Diiring Fall Sefltieater 1975 CERL community college project ata!^f pro- 
vided the following service to the community colleges and to ets in support 
of the chemistry program: . 

(1) Collected student data which ETS 'regiaested for possible use in compiling 
its forthcoming evaluation report. 

(2) ^ Reported the PLATO chemistiry^use in the contounity colleges* 

(3) Helped review new chemistry lessons designed by teachers in the City 
Colleges of Chicago. 

(4) Set up courses for instructors and provided an on-line index o£ the 
PLATO chemistry lessons available. 

(5) Helped instructors with individual problems*. 

* 

(6) Revised the written catalog o£ general chemistry lessons. 
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ID NUMBER Chemistry Instructor #1- 



C<^JRSE INFORHATIOM 
^ Name 

^Enrollment 
Schedule 

PLATO Use 

Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Principles of Chemistry 
18/15 

during classtime; outside of classi 
1:enn£nals reserved; outside of class i 
terminals not reserved 

replace class ^hd/or IfJbj review and 
practice! suppl^nent hcnneworkj replace 
homework 

self 

selfi fellow Instructor 

course catalogi fellow instructor 

yes 

poBttestSi attitude surveys 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% LesfloptS Previewed {approx,) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Wbuld You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 

tlian sufficient to sufficient 
very high 

50% 




yesi on a limlfeeij basis 



INSTRUCTOR INFORWATIOH 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Yearo^at this College 
' Tenure 



U of I staff 
none 

0 
0 

none 

Fall 73 - Fall 75 

U of I staff, fellow instructor 

13 

7 1/2 
yes 
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*Term beginning/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Chemistry Instructor #1 
General 

PLATO is an exciting tool and one tiw^t the instructor would hate to 
be without. Like other mediums^ it does not appeal equally to all but is 
effective for some. Not all lessons are equally effective^end student 
attitudes appear to vary with the lesson. The lesson on Freezing Point , . 
Depression, for example, turned off most students. Moreover, soroe frus^ 
tration is caused by capricious answer judging. 

PLATO'S great strength is its capacity for drill and repetition* 
It is about equivalent in 'effectiveness to lectures. Students who do not 
respond well to PLATO should be permitted to select classes that do not 
require its use. 

Use 

Until this term, the instructor used PLATO only as a supplementary aid. 
This term it was used as an ii^egral part o^ one section of Chemistry 101 
to replace class time and as a supplement In Organic Chemistry* After 
ETS evaluation is ccMpleted, the instructor would like to use PLATO with 
all her sections but reduce the number of lessons uaed. 

Instructors should preview PLATO lessons to anticipate the students' 
questions and difficulties. Prior class preparation may be necessary for 
some more difficult lessons. ' * 

Lessons 

The course required the text Chemistry Principles by Masterson and 
Slowinski; a second book. Chemistry Calculations by Sacklxenn, was optional. 
After the course syllabus was prepared, PLATO ^ lessons were chosen to fit 
th€ topics of the course* 'Some PLATO lessons chosen were prompted by KTS. 
In the future, the instructor would not use all the lessons presently included* 

The PLATO lessons are generally of a high quality but the quality of 
individual lessons is uneven* Parts of some lessons are excellent while 
other sections of the same lesson are quite bad* The learning 16vel \b 
quite satisfactory although frequently the pedigogical approach is not that 
of the instructor. Greater diversification of duthor8 is necessary to get 
in more viewpoints. Lessons should be written by community college 
instructors and progrananed by professionals. 

More topics could be covered than are provided for by available 
lassons* More lessons are needed, especially lab simtlations. A gopd 
lab simulation could be developed for acid-base titration experiments* 

Mechanics and Administration 

The Chemistry 101 course was scheduled early and no scheduling problems 
arose* The Organic Chemistry class which used PLATO as a supplement was 
obliged to take times remaining after scheduled classes had been accommodated* 
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Chemistry Instructor #1 — continued 

Two down periods of ten minutes eaoh occurred in the 101 class period* 

The instructor did not plan alternate work for the periods of interruption* 

The instructor managed the course roster and Bob Grandey the curriculum* 
Although em £TS pretest was not given# she gave three topic tests and a 
posttest * * 

The instructor thinks PIATO has made a difference in her oareeif* She is 
enthusiastic about PLATO and would like to develop some lessons o£ her own* 
PLATO makes the instructor work harder, for lesson development is difficult* 
perhaps too few instructors are willing to make the effort to participate 
in the development of new matei^ials* 



Principles of Chemistry 
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Usag« distribution 

Totals: 63 students, 787 hours. Average: 12.5 
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ID NUMBER Cheraiatry inBtruictor #2 



CODRSC t^fFORMATION 

*Enrolljnent 
Schadulfi 

PLATO use 

Hester 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Principles of Chemistry 
20/23 

during /classtlmef outside of cla8S> 
terminals reserved; outside of class> 
terminals pot reserved 

replace classroom Instruction and/or lab^ 
review and practlc«> supplement homework, 
replace homework 

self 

self, fellow Instructor 
course catal^ 
yes 

pretests, posttests, attitude surveys- ^ >l 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons - 
' Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approxO 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 

sufficient 

high 

50%, 

0 

not at present 



INSTRUCTOR IMFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Tine 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tenure 



U of I staff 

none 

0 

0 

none 

Fali 75 - Fall 75 
fellow Instriictor 
6 

3 1/2 
yes 



*Torm beglnnlr^/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Chemisstry Instructor #2 
Ganeral 

Slncd not all students respond equally well to the satoe kind of 
infittuctioh, one taek of teaching is to tailor material; to a mixed audionce. 
This may result in multiple teaching methods in the same, classroom. 
Although its effectiveness depends upon the attilmdes df the stu<3ent, 
PLATO is an important parallel medim of instruction that provides a mean$ 
of reaching and retaining students who would otherwise be lost <— ; through 
indifference or incapacity* it is not, in itself, a 7:0placeinent for 
classroom lecture, di8cussion> and laboratory work, but it is p^etter than 
audio-visuals, workbooks, programmed instruction, or drill in class. 

^ PLATO is mpst useful for students who do not require social closeness 
or express themselves in gestures, who respond well to written coniaunication, 
* are interecTted in the '^aesthetics*' of the material, are committed to the 
subject matter of the course, and are task oriented. PLATO is not as * , 
effective for students without these characteristics. 

PLATO provides a change in the form of instruction that relieves 
tension and boredom. Moreover, PLATQ's capacity for animation and 
individual response helps retain students' interest. PMTO offers 
- infinite review with infinite patience. 

Lack of olarity of questions or statements in the lessons can be 
frustrating, as can ^LATO's inability to accept alternate correct answers . 
mistyped answers unless specifically provided for in^^lbhe progreun. 

Finally, PLATO opens possibilities fot research in instruction that 
may ultimately produce better teache]:^s. 

Use 

PLATO was used both to replace class time and lectures and to supple- 
ment classroom vork* PLATO was occasionally used to introduce a lab 
session. PLATO was not used> and should not be used, to wholly replace 
traditional chemistry instruction. 

Lessons 

The course required the text CKemistry Principles by Masterson 
emd Slowinski; a second book, chemistry Calculations by Sackhein, was 
optional. Laborf^tory assignments were' designed by t^e instructor* 

Problem solving lessons are moxe easily adapte<3 to BLArTO than are 
theoretical lessons » although some attempts have been made to reduce the 
difficulties of presenting theory^ especially by Grandey. Grandey's 
lessons are generally of high quality. They have the benefit of extensive 
use and refinement. The availability of the author to other instructors 
emd users has resulted in better and quicker modification of lessons. The 
instructor has written no lessons himself and uses Grandey^ s lessons whenever 
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Chemistry Instructor #2 — continued 

poEEiblG. He previews leESonE by other authors to nee if they agree with 
his teaching style and if the level fits his class* He has foiind that, 
genarally> lessons written in Chicago aim at a less experienced audience. 

Mechanics ^md Administration 

The instructor managed his own curriculum emd roster. He had no 
trouble with scheduling piato time because he made his request early. 
Bob Grandey> the author of the lessons used by the instructor^ has provided 
great help,^Md has been an invaluable source of information about PLATO 
and the lesson content. 

Teaching both PLATO and non-pLATO sections is difficult because of 
the difference in coverage between the text and pLATO les&ons* The 
insi(ructor took part in the ETS survey; he gave a pretest^ four^l^pical 
tSBtB, a posttestf ^md an attitude survey. 

The instructor has jused PLATO data in his own research into differences 
among learning styles. 

ReccBttmenda t ions 

The use of PLATO ^n chemistry classes should be continued and expanded 
to include pre-lab work> lab reports^ and quizzes. Good instructors who 
are competent to design PLATO lessona (etg.> Grandey) should be given 
release time to develop lessons. Lessons should be developed as quickly 
as possible from subject matter > revised by the staffs emd given to a 
small number of students to test. 

Students should be free to use lab lessons at their own convenience. - 

Existing lessons could be improved by adding more reinforcing and per- 
sonal responses^ and by reprogramming to allow for more. alternate correct 
answers and answera^with predictable typing errors. Finally^ several 
lessons covejj^ing the same material but designed for different audiences > 
could be developed from a common subject matter. 



Principles of Chemistry 

Accumulated use. See Chemistry Instructor #1 for usage distribution data. 
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ID NUMBER Chemistry Instructor #3l 



COimSE INFOBHftTION 
NantQ , 
^Enrollment . 
Schedule 



FIATO Use 

Roster 
Curriculum 
Lttssoh Source 
.Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Principles of Chemistry 
12/25 

during cIslbb} outside of c/Lasa^ terminals 
reserved; outside of class> terminals not 
reserved 

naplace class and/or lab^ review ^d 
practice^ supplement homework^ replace 
homework 

self 

self 

course catalog 

yes * , ' 

pretests, postteste, attitude surveys 



COORSg EVAUJATIOH 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Tim^ 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 

sufficient \ 

high 

1dO% 

1 

yes 



INSTRUCTOR IHFORHRTIOH 
First FLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
FLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source o£ PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tenure 



U of I staff 

none 

5+ 

5+ 

1/2 time alnca. Fall 72, aunimsrs full ral«a«s 

Fall 7a - Fall 75 

aelf , U of i*ataff , . 

10 , ■ ' 

5 

y^a 
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INTERVIBW SUMMARY — . Ohaani^tiry Insifaructor #3 - 

PIATD provides an altttrnate medium of inatructldn l^t ntovt fttudantB 
saem to lika^ and may raach Btudenta who do noi> T%Bp6nA wall to traditional 
teaching. Soma studenti Isarn faste^ on PIATD and **g9t stralghtoned out** 
faster and V>re aaslly when they runi into troxibla^ but thers Is lio «7i4anca 
that level bf performance is alteredl Cood etudwti remain good etudiJ^ti 
and poor etuaents remain poor onee. |MOreover^ ^here is no evidence/ ^Jxat 
PIATO inetrucH:ion is retained longer! than that provided by other means. 

' i / ^ 

PIATD holds students! attention imore effectively (studentf generally 
do not fall asleep in front of a PIAt6 terminal as they occasiqfhally do in 
class^ although one such anecdote is|reported from Chicago). Its apsv^r-^ 
judging capacity and animation make it better than workbooks or audio- 
visual instruction* It ie a batter niedium for drills since ip obliges eaoh 
student to attempt to answer all the questions and avoids the pitfall of 
classroom drill in which a few capolrjle students caxxy the burdeii of 
response and discussion. By assuming the work of drills, PIATO frses the 
instructor for individual attention problems ^diich PLATO cannot addrsss. 

High cost of terminals make PIATO a relatively expensive medium. 
It can not replace lectures and demon^^ations ^ and it can not emswer 
unexpected questions. Cost of uss mttkes it in^aotical at prssent to uss 
as a replab«me;nt for a textbook. 

U se 

PIATD was ussd as an integral part of the coturss to^ replace one to 
two hours per week of classsroom time. 'Another one to two hours were spent 
in class^ and three hours were given to labs. 

At present all chemistry students who ask ars given access to PLATO^ 
at Isast as a supplementary tool^ but the i2se of PLATO at this college after 
the sxpiration of N8F funding is currsntly iindecided. If PiATO i* to be 
treated as a supplementary rssource^ somewhat like a lilnrary^ means will . 
have to be found for paying for it. It is not clsar that this oould .be 
done by charging studsnts a ^sags fee^ for it is this college's i^a^ics to 
grant courss credit for any instruction for which a fee is charge<t< Oliis^ . 
in tum^ creates two problems. Firsts must a fee bs charged to all studsnts 
who uss PLATO^ whsther cr not they ars snrolled in a oourss requiring 
PLATO? Second^ if any student usss PLATO isssons for coturses in which he 
is not snrolled^ and a fee is charged^ should he be given credit? Several 
possible solutions exists but none*has so far been sslected. 

PLATO may be increasingly useful; as a data collectiiv instnmient for 
rsssa^ch) and is being explored km an administrative tool for registration^ 
grade records keeping^ and curriculum management^ ^ ^ , V 
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Chemistry Instructor #3 — continued ■ . 

Lessons ; . 

^e , course required the text Chemistry *Principles by Masterson 
and Slo^inski;^a second booki Chemistry Calcufatioos bv S^ckhenn, was 
optioftal* Laboratory assignments were^designed by'the instructor* . 

The greatest problem in the available lessons — 70 - 80 for freshman 
, chemistry and approximately 30 for oi^9anic chemistry is not the divers^ 
or lack of comprehensive organization^ but uneven quality* Frequei^tly 
conflicting, arbitr^trifr directions and requirements cony^licate the student's 
task and frustratse hlm* por example, some lesions require that answers be' 
given in ''units, 'V but some ooinpanion lessons were indiffere|tt to the use of 
the t$rm, aiid still others refused to ^c^ept it as part of the answer. 
Moreover, a goodMesson should have power answer judging capacity and 
be able to tell the student wh^<t he has done wMng* The instructor has written 
15 - 20 polished lessons which work well in clasfe* He used these, as well 
as some other lessons that fl^sQiis course, including same witten by Stan 
Smith, Ruth Chabay, and Jim GheVquiere* He has rejected several lessons 
including some of^hls own needing revision, which iraprojierly ecflnbine sub- ^ 
topics, enqphasize matter which*he considers, less Important, or differ in^ ~ ^ 
philosophy or pedagogy* , ' \ ^ " 

/ Generally, those lessons which^xpjoit PIATO*^ capability for graphics 
and animation \work best* The -^3^ of 'the ^I^sson depends upoh its nature* 
Some lessons are ^^f -explanatory, but pthers, including . lab simulations, 
need some; preparation in class. All lessons should'be reviewed after use: 
.tovldehtify students' problems*^ 

New lesions should not be made availabl^e wiithout peer review, although 
review should, not include possible prohibition of the use of any 
lesions* Since new instructors find it difficult to evaluate a lesson from 
the catalog description, it is useful to have greater information about 
lessons but it would be offensive to the author^s prerogative and practi- 
cally undesirable to prohibit the release of lessons that are not uniformJI^y' 
sati^actory to all the faculty* 

Mechanics and Administration 

The instructor managed his own curriculum and roster* 

No .serious mechanical problems were encountered, except for failure 
of the slide projectors, which are virtually worthless* Microwave service 
and terminal repair are both excellent* The occasional system crashes of 
the past are becoming less frec^ent* ' ■ 

Scheduling has become more difficult because of the addition of auto 
mechanics and electronics departments as users. Sincls. most: blasses 
meet between 9:00 a*m« and 1:00 p.m* loads are heaviest during those hours* 
Some ECS overload problems have been created by students whQ U^e PLATO on 
an unscheduled basis, or at times other than those for whfch'.they have 4?een 
scheduled « 
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Cheftistry Instructor #3 — continued 

Th& instructor was unenthusiastic about the cooperation he received 
frcflfi ETS, althojagh' problems yere fewer this term than before. He gave the 
ETS! pretest, throe topical tests ^ and a iposttest. 



Princj^ples t^f Chemistry 
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COUftSE INFpEMATION 




COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

. Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed^ (appro3£.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would you Use^your Own Time 
to improve PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR IWFORMATION 

First PLArfo Contact 
' . U of I Extension Course^ 

PLATO Lessons DesignedT 

PLATO ^ssons Programmed ^ 

Release Time 

Prior PLATO Use 

Source of ^PLATO Training 

Years Teaching * 

V<^rs at^this college 
^ ■ Tenure 

■ / * 

*Term beginning/end, 



Introduction tfcMSfeneral Chemistry - 1 
35/20. ' . 
during classt^e 

review ^nd ptacfcicej supiplement hdinewor 
site coordinator ^ p 

self 



cou3«se catalbgi. fello^tf^instru^tctir^ 
no ^ 



pretests^ posttests> attitude survey 
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INTERVIEW SDHMARy — Chemistry instructor #4 
General 

PIAOJO ai>pears to have had a good effect on all students, it has . 
held their interest and lowere<5 attritipn. Sharper ' students covered more 
material but^ otherwise^ there has been no difference between ability 
groups on PLATO. PLPCto helps all understand the material ^nd therefore 
they like class better. PLATO has thre^ main advantages* it can help the 
student fac€* and solve problems he has. encpuntered? it can present material 
in Qoricise form? and it can arrange topics progressively so tha€ ijeview is 
made easy. Moreover, If the student encounter^ pr^I^lems, the instructor 
is there to provide an answer, its disadv^ntagLes aj^ that a complete 1 
failiat* renders it ooinpletely useless, and that a student can not locate 
a topic witlibut Assistance. 

>^ - ft 

^LATO is better than a worfcbooH* text, or tutors. *lt is equal to 
audio-visual aids but not as successful as remaining media. 

Use and Lessons ' - 

^t^^TO was used during classtime to replabe classroom instmiction, for 
review and practice, and to supplement homework, it could also. b^_used 
for extra credit, in the future, the instructor would like to see it more 
readily available for casual use. - > 

.__Materials for the course included Seese and Daub*s Basic Chemistry , 
the department lab experlmentSi and some films. PIATO lessons were selected 
to fit'the topics of the syllabus. PLATO lessons ^re suggested by PLATO 
st&ff at the college and by fellow instructors. 

The. best topics are formulas, chemical equations^ atomic'and molecular 
weights,vand percent compositions. The best lessons, available are those on 
acids, bases, and salts, lessons which give the student a chance to review 
reactions, -{lost available lessons fit the syllabus well. a3ie learning 
level, of most lessons was appropriate. Although some se^ to be too 
difficult, the prolsteiPi&eems to be inherent in the subject matter, not in 
the programming of rhe' lesson. : 

In. the future, the lessons should be designed to provide the best 
possible motivation for students* New lessons on the pollution of sea 
water shcuul^ be added* New and existing lessons should^not do too much 
for the stu4ent/ lessons should encourage^tudents to take^otes and force 
the students toi^do the equations themselves* 



Mecl^anics and Admini&tyation * ^ 

One total failure spf tn^^^^stem occurred durifig this semester and 
when that occuinred'the class went^<t;o the laboratory for experiments* 
Scheduling was a prohTpm in go far a&M^je iI^t]nlctOI^^ wanted anottier hour 
during laboratory period which was not i^al^lable, nofvwad it possible to 
schedule time for casual use, ^ \ ^ 
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Ch^istry Insti^Wjtor #4 — continued 

Laboratory aselstants managed the course roster a^d provided general 
assistance with PLS^ 

£TS tests were given and the results of the pretest wete quite ., 
unsatisfactory^ indicatt^^ng poos background^ prepar^tioij ainon^ students. 

PIATO^an give a teacher more time to spend with' studetnts>, althodgh 
it has not so far affected this instructor's classroom metnod- He cojiisiders 
that it has made his job more effective and given him a togl he wouli^/ hot 
dispense with. 
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ID MUMBER Chemistry Instructor #5 



COURSC INFORMATJOH 
NamS 
*EnrolJjnent 
Schedule 
PLATp Use 
Roqt;er 
Curriculuin 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Introduction to General Chemistry - 1 
33/22 

during classtime 

review and pra<;^tice> supplement homework 

self 

self 

course catalog 
yes 

pretests^ posttests, attitude surveys 



COURSE EyALUATlbN 

Level of Lessons ^ 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PiATO Instruction 



appropriate 

more than sufficient 

high 

100% 

0 . " ' 
yes 



INSTRUCTOR IMFQPHATION 
First . PXJlTO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 

PLATO Lessons Designed ^ 

PLATO Lessons Proijrammed 

Release Time 

Prior PLATO Use ^ 

Source of PLATO Train^qg 

YearB Teaching 

Years at this college. 

Tenure 



U of I stiaff 



- Slpring 73, VidebecJc, users j Fall 74, 
J6rdan> intro 

\J 



Summer 74 » Stonmer 75 

Pall 74 - Pall 75 

credit course, U of I staff 

8 

8 

yes 
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INTEBVXEW SOMMiiRY — Chaaiistry Instructor #5 

General \^ 

Xt Is heu:d to evaluate the effect of PLA0[!O on achievement because 
lessons are so problem-ridden. Many are too long and tiocaplicSEted. In this 
class the piToblem is made worse by the fact that approximateXy half the 
students are not really capable of r doing the work. PIATO had taken away 
time from lectxireSi &s has the required testing. Brighter students seem 
to enjoy PIAOK) more and poorer ones are confused by it. The instructor 
suggests that the best source of information on attitude is the students 
themselves. PLA0[!O's chief advantage is that it demands student peu:ticipation. 
Its greatest disadvantage is that it takes a good deal of time and sometimes 
the lessons fail for mechanical or progranBoing reasons. 



PLAOK) is better than a workbook, homework, drill, or programme learn- 
ing; it is not as satisfactory as remaining media or forms of instruction 
witK the exception of audio-visuals with which it is difficult to rank. 

Use and Lessons 

PLAOlx^ was used during classtime for review and practice and to supple^ 
ment tomework. In the future, the instructor would like to increase out- 
of-class usage and decrease in-class use. 
* 

Texts for the course were Seese and Daub's Basic Chemistry and the 
departmental lab manual* PLAOIX^ lessons were reviewed the previous summer 
and. were selected to match the course materials. In the future^ short 
lessons which offer adequate help will be chosen. 

The instructor felt that many topics fit PLATO although none were 
specifically named. Especially good lessons were those on the metric 
systen^^ scientific notation, mole concepts, and gas laws. Those lessons 
were u^all stated in well arranged steps. Some twenty^four lessons fit 
the instructor's syllabus well. Ho lessons were too easy^ although the 
lessons on nomenclature, chemistry calculations^ and atomic structure were 
too difficult because they were too long and required too much typing. 
Lessons that involve mathematical operations are best suited to the unique 
capabilities of PLATO. 

Xn the future, lessons should be designed according to needs. Good 
adthors should be identified and be encouraged to write new lessons. 
Additionally^ new lessons should be shorter and teach basic concepts; 
especially useful would be a new lesson in nomenclature. Present lessons 
are too arbitrary and idiosyncratic in answer judging, some standardization 
should be developed in the use of execute keys. 

Mechanics and Administration 

HO major mechanical failures occurred during the term. In previous 
semesters^ aXtem^te class activities were planned for failures which 
occurred early in the perj^od. Ho scheduling problems arose. The instructor 
managed her own class roster. She has taken two university of XXlinois * 
extension courses in PLATO and has had early PLATO instruction from Jim 
ij "ihesquiere. 

ERIC 
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Ch«nistry Instructor #5 — continued - \ 

ETS^ pretests and posttests were given but the instructor does not \ 
plan to use* them in the future. There is not enough time iri^ Chemistry 121 \ 
to administer them and the quality of the tests is poor. * 

Ideally> PIA^ shouid take the drudgery out of teaching l^t only if 
it is working properly. It does create extra work for the teacher but it 
may be a valuable asset for professional advamcement. 
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ID tftJHBER Cheauistry Instructor #6 



COURSE INFORMATION 
Name 
♦Enrollment 
Schedule 
PIATO Dee 

Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 



COURSE EyALUATIOH x 

Level *o£ Lessons 

Quantity o£ Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed 

Se^ions Affected by Failure 

Would Vou Use Vour Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



Introduction to General Chemistry *- 1 
29/20 

during class \ 

replace class Instruction and/or lab> 
review and practice 

self 

self / 
course catalog^ fellow instructor 
yes 

pretests, postteSts, " attitude surveys 



^appropriate 

^l^BS than sufficient 

high 

70% completely; 100% partially 
0 

yes 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 

PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Progransned 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 

VeeurS Teaching 
. Years at this College 
Tenure 



fellow instructor 

Spring 75, Jordan, intro; Spring 75, 
Jordan, advanced 

1 

1 

none 

Spring 75, Pall 75 

self, site coordinator, credit courses, 
U of I staff, fellow instructor 

10 

7 



^ ^Term beginning/end 

ERIC 
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INTKWIEW SUMMARY — Chemistry Instructor #6 

General * ^ 

PLATO Is & useful tool that serves some student better than others. 
Students like PLATO and tliose whp h*ve difficulty with traditioiuU. 
iiastruction seem to likeUt best. It is like a tutor. Students of average 
abilities also seem to like itj althoiigh the best student was exempted 
from use of PIATO becausei for himi piato was not' as faet as reading the 
material from a text. PLATO's interaction provides a kind of tutoring 
that forces' students to assimilate skills in a series of leeuming steps. 
Its chief disadvantage is that it is a slow medium. In all« PLATO is 
better tliian audio-*visuaJi aidsi- drilli and class discussion; its comparison 
to workbook or text is uncertain. PLA^TO is not 'as good as Pthsr madia 
which were suggested for comparison* ^ - 

Use and Lessons . ^ 

PLTITO was used during classtime as a 'substitute for some classroom 
instruction and for review and practice. The instructor is il^t certain 
about 4k)W he might use PLTITO in the future but he wants it availablei at 
least for those who do not respond together forms of instruction. 
i~ * 

The primary instruction materials were the teacher*s own lecture notes. 
Supplementary PC^TO lessons were chosen from either the PLA^TO course 
catalog or the hard-'copy indexi or were recommended by fellow instructors 
or University of Illinois staff members. Lessons were selected which were 
pertinent to the teaching intent of the instructor and which led to the 
skills being taio^t. 

Topics which can' be organised in terms of steps i especially drill and 
mathosnatics calculatiqnSi suit PL?lTO« Especially good lessons were those 
on^ scientifiiQ^notationi on the metric systemi and on atomic structure. 
Avai^^le lenons differ in utility. The instructor quite candidly ' 
recognized that, some of his own lessons were too difficult for his classes. 

In the future I it should be made easier for teachers to scan the 
available lesyions and to review thtim. New lessons on line^ equations 
should be designed and both new and old lessons should be designed so that 
students who encoimter no difficulty Should be able to skip easy, unchal-* 
lengingi or repetitious material* 

Mechanics and Administration , 

Virtually no mechanical problems occurred during the term and scheduling 
has been adequate* The instructor managed his own course roster with the 
help of laboratory aides when classes were large* ^e Instructor has 
taken University of Illinois extensi on coiyc ses and has Ijad the assistance 
of Richard Neapolitani Jane Guagliard^<^and laboratory aides in the use of 
PLATO. 

^ BTS testsi which the instructor sees as screening deviceri were give^. 
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(Siemistry Instructor #6 — continued 

PLATO should be available for those who want to use it but it will 
not revolut'ionize teaching, in- the futaare, the instructor plans to. be 
more selective in what goeS into his index of lessons; he plans to weed 
out the poor or inappropriate programs. So far^ he sees no impact of 
PLATO on his career^ . 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 36 students, 248 hours. Rverage: 6.9 
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ID NUMBER Chemistry Xnstxuctor #7 



COURSE INFORMATIofj 

*Enrollment 
Schedule 
- ' PIATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



[introduction to General Chemistry - 1 
35/16 ' 
outside of class,, terminals reserved 
review and practice, supplement homework 
site coordinator 
self 

course catalog, college PLATO staff 
no ' 
no ■ 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons* 
. Quantity pf Lessons 

Qualifty 0t Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

, Sessions Affected by Failure 

'would You Use Your Ojm^Tirae 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 

more tham sufficient 

high^ 

-0% 

1 * . 

yes 



INSTRUCTOR IMFORMATIQN 
First PLATO Contact 
U o£ S Extension Course 
PLAOP Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tenure 



college PLATO staff \ 

none 

1 ' 

0 

none 

Siummer 74/Fall 74, Pall 75 

site coordinator, asst site coordinator, 
U of I staff 

12 

4 

yes 



*Tenn b«ginning/end 
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IKTEEVIEW SUMMARY — Chemistry Instructor' #7 . 
General 

PLATO has had no dIscetTiible Influence on studeAt' achievement > perhaps 
Bacause students do not use It enough. Better students accomplish PIATO 
lessons faster; students slow in class are equally slow on PLAIO. . However " * 
students apparently do like PLATO> and they do use it on a voluntary basis; 
sharper stu4ants appear td like it wote* Even though PLATO may not alter 
the achievement patterns within the class> it is still a modim with trem^** 
dQus , intellectual appeal and appears to- have some measurable effect; qtud^ts 
seem to bft learning since their speed through the lessons increases* Outside 
of its occasional mechanical and programming unr el lability ^ PLATO* has no 
real disadvantages. « * 

■ < 
The instructor v;iews PLATO as better than homework or drill. Ha 
thinks it less adequate than lab^ discussion^ lecture^ or a text. It is 
similar in effectiveness to other instructional media. 

U^e ^md Lessons 

PLATO "terminals were reserved for chemistry students outside scheduled 
classtltne and the lessons used were for review and practice and to supple** - 
ment homework. The instructor contemplates no change in his use but would 
* like to see a hard copy of chemistJT lessons on the system. He would also 
like to tie PLATO in with the Responded system at Malcolm X and to use PLATO 
for testing, not merely for drill. ' ' 

The text for the course was Heine's Introduction to Chemistry Laboratory . 
Appropriate fLATO lessons were selected from the on-line index with the 
assistamce of Hits Yamada. Lessons were selected to fit*student needs and 
the course syllabus. 

The topics best for PLATO are the metric system, measurement, 
nomenclature^ and some mathematics materials. The instructor especially 
identified HOmenclature and Periodic Table, lessons by Hits Yamada, as 
particularly good. Nomenclature is excellent because it*is exceptionally 
lucid and is programmed ta let the student run easily through the lesson. 
The topics and lessons named, as well as the introductory lesson^ best fit - 
the instrudtor*s syllabus* No lesson was too difficult although some students 
lacked background and some students may have had difficulty adjusting to 
the different writing styles of the several authors^ ^ . 

In the future, the instructor would like to see lessons first develc^i^d^ 
on paper, before they are programmed, and designed to lend themseives^bcr 
effective testing. They then should be programed and tied in with the 
Malcolm X Hesponder system. Additional lessons, Especially game lessons, 
in quantittitive analysis and organic chemistry geared for the eoniminity 
college student should be developed*^ Also useful would be lessons on 
instruction in the use of Harchant and Frleden calculators. Pretfent arid 
future lessons should be. edited more thoroughly by their authors to catdh / 
all mistakes and spelling errors and to e^q^and ^e use of HA£lP> tiATA, tuid ^ 
LAB keys to provide more options to take student^ out of ^tttcxs^lti^. 
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Chemistry Inatmctor #7 continued 
Mechanics and iVdministration 



'1^ 



Only one PLATO session ^was affected by mechanical problems^ the only 
scheduling difficulty seesaed to be that students did not fully use th* 
time set aside for them. ^ 

M ^ t . - 

. < , 4 

The instructor managed his own roster^ altitiough Joan Sweany and Hits 
Yamada entered stud^tB from time to time^ a procedure made necessary by 
the fact that PLATO was not being used during scheduled, classtline. Yamada 
aJtd Sweany^ as well as oth^r faculty^ also helped with the tise of PLATO. 

^TS telBts were not given^ although the instructor would like to use 
them in the future* 

•* • 

The instructor sees PLATO as an iitQX)rtarf|t aid o^»g:i5eat and expanding 
potential but one which will not replace teacKerJU^ It has provided him 
with experrience in other media and he would Xi)ce to design a fourth year 
high schpol curriculum in the form of a^roater for self*-stud}^in chenditry. 
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ID HUMBER Chemistry Instructor #8 



COURSE INFORMATION 



Name 

\ 

* Enrollment 
ScheduJ 




Introduction to Getier^l Chemistry - 1 

40/24 . ' "\ 

during classj outside of class^ terminals 
not reserved > ^ ^ 

review and pz^actice^ supplement homework > 
extra credit \ \ V 



site coordinator 
self, site coordinator\ 
course catalog 
yes 

pretests, posttes€s, attitude surveys 



■ COURSE EVALUATION 

Lev^L of Lesson^ ^ 
Quantity o^Lessons 
Quality of Lessons 
% Lessons Previewed (aj5prox») 

D 

Sessions Affected by Failrure 

, ■ Woul^l You Use Your Own Time 
to^ Improve PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I^ Extension Course 
PLATO Lesions Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Ttaining 
Years Teaching 
Years at ^his College 
' Tenure . 



appropriate 

sufficient, but weak iii spots 
high 

100% . \ 

1 \ . ■ . 

y«s 



^'college PLATO sta>f 
• npne 

0 
0 

Spring 75 

Summer 74 - Fall 75 
site coordinator 

4 * . 

yes 



\ 



^*Tem beginning^end 
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IHTERVIEW SUMMARY — Chemist^ry Instruct^t #8 
General 



PLATO hate apparently had at least sbme n^ea^urable effect on^a fefe^ 
students, one "D** student was able to imprbv^e t& €he "C* level; moreover"^ 
the distribution of grades in non-PLATO class^ps 4sNK>i^e normal- Fewer ^ 
*'F"s have toeen recorded in the PLATO classed; whWt;hei\pr not this is due 
to the influence of E'tATO exclusively is uncertain;. Capable students 
seem to lil^e PIATO more, although a, few stu^eijts cut clara^^ather' than 
use, PLATO. ^ - 

PLATO'S great advantage is that it provides ^individual at^ntipn. 
Its greatest cirawbacJc is that it does not always respond to errqrs^ "PLi^TO 
is hot satisf^tory as a text,* a lecture, or a laboratory. • It is better 
than any other alrferiiate form of instruction 6r aid. ^ 

Use and Lessons 

PLATO wa3. used in .this cheinistry course d'uringr* class time an^ outside 
of class with .ito reserv^ion of ^teminals to proviqle- review ^rid practice, 
to supplement homework, and to gain extr^ credit. In the future, ^ ^e 
instructor would like to have PLATO available ftir more casual^Jlise, an<^ tp 
limit use during class to one hour a week, "^t^-^-m., 

l^ie text for the course was Hyatt's Foundations of College Ch^istry , 
All the available chemistry lessons w^e reviewed by the instructor and 
appropriate materials selected according to the class level and the topics 
to be covered, , ' 

Many topics fit piIaTO, and the instructor did not identify those? 
which were best; nb especially good lessons were identified. Although 
there is not much 'animation_in tiie chemistry mater iaj, most of the 
lessons effectively utilise PLATO' s special characteristics. Many of 
the available lessons fit the course syllabus well. Learning, level 
seemed appropriate, although the instructor feels that the lessons on 
molarity may be too difficult, 

^ ■ • 

Development ^f Materials by ccamnittee seems rather clumsy. In the 
fu^re, perhaps lessons ought to be first developed and then reviewed. 
MoreXlessons need to be developed to help the student learn to think. 
Especxaily useful jwould be more lessons correlating electronic structure 
to th^ joeriodic table, A better nomenclature lesson should be 
designedX ' . * \ \ 

\ ■ \ ' ^ \ 

Mechanics a^ ftditiinistration \^ \^ 

NO sever ^.mechanical problems occurred, duririg this semester^arid>^^_^\ 
because the inst^ructor selected an afternoon class^pecif ically because 
of PLATO was less used then, there were no scheduling problems. 

\ ' " \ 

Hits Yamada an(3 Joan Sweany managed the class rostar and. Gary Pelta 
provided assistance in the use of PLATO. \ 
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Chemlstiiry Instrtfc^tor #8 r-^- contlnuec 

* ' V I. ^ 

ETS tests were given; they seem to^e ii^roving ovex previous years, 

jt - A • 

PLATO^i^ d different medium which ha^maota the instructor's caireer a 
bit more exciting. It can eliminate the din^gery of exercise in class 
and has the potential of introducing new dise^issfon material into the 
Classroom* 
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Usage distrtl^t i*on 

Totals: 36' stu^nts^ 238 Tiours.* Average * 6 ^ 
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Chemistry Instructor #9 



Bnrolljnent 
Schedule 

PLATO Use 
Roster 
Ciirriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lessotl Preview 
ETS 



Introdxzction to General Chemistry - 1 
30/20 



diiring class; outside of VlasSi terminals 
reserved; outside of class, terminals not 
reserved y 

review and practice^ supplattent homework 



self « 
self 

course catalog 
yes 

pretests, posttests, attitude sufyeys 



\ ^ 
\ 



CODRSE ^EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessors 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx*) 

Sessions Affected by ^^aiXi^ce , 

Wbuld Vou Use Your OWtj Time 
to Improve PLATO InstrSbfeiipn 

INSTRUCTOR IMFORMATIOH 
\ First PLATO Contact 
^ U of I Bxtension Coiirse 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
- PLATO Lessons Prograntmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 
Years^ at this College 
Tenure 



appropriate 

sufficient 

average 

100% 

1 

yes 



college PLATO staff 

none 

4 

0 . 

Spring 75 

Spring 74 - Fall 75 

self, site coordinator^ asst site coordi- 
nator^ U of I staff 

10 

4 

yes 

\ 



*Term beginning/e|id 



erJc* 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — X^hemistry Instructor #9 
No interview conducted* 



In'^roduction to General Chemistry - 1 




^ij^ution 

stuctendts, 342 hours. 



Rverage: 11*8 
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ID NUMBER Chemistry Instructor #10 




Curriculum 
Lessd^ Source 
Lessor Preview 
ETS 



j^^^IntSpduction to General Chemistry * 1 
40/28 

during classtime ^ - 

review and practice 
self^ site Coordinator 
^self ■ V 
course catalog 
some 

pretests^ posttests^ attitude surveys 



COURSE 



JATION 



Level ofi Lessons 

Quantity\of Lessons^ 

Quality or Lessons' 

% Lessons Previewed (approx*) 

Sessions Aifected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR IHFOttMATION 
Pirst^PLATO Contact 
U of I Ex^^ii^on Course 
PLATO Lessons DeSfig^aejS^ 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
&6urce of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching ^ 
Years at this College 
■ Tenure 




college PLATO staff 

none 

0 



none 
Fall 73 
self 
4 

4 

yes 



* Fall 75 



♦Term beginning/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Chemistry Instructor #10 
No intervieifr conducted* 

Introduction to General Chemistry - 1 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 39 students^ 318 hours. Rverage: 8.2 
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ID NUMBER Chemistry Inctructor #11 



COURSE INFORMATION 

Name \ 
^Enrollment 
Schedule 

PLATO Use \ 

Roster 

Curriculum 

Lesson Source 

Lesson Preview 

ETS 



Introduction to General Chemistry. - 1 ■ 
32/16 

during class; outside of class^ terminals 
not reserved 

review and practice^ supplment homework 

self 

self 

fellow instructor 
no 

attitude survey ^ 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Leasone 

% Lessons Previewed (approx,) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve ^PLATO instruction 



appropriate 

sufficient 

average 

0% 

1 

no 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of P]Um) Training 
Years 'J^a^hing 

^ Years at this College 
Tenure 



fellow instructor 
none 

.0 
0 

none 

Spring 74 - Fall 75 

self 

14 

8 

yes 



*Term beginning/end 
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IKTERVIEW SUMMARY — Chemistry Instructor #l'l 

General , , . 

According to this instructor, the influence of PIATO is hard to 
evaluate but she assumed it must be doing some good and continues to 
use it. Most students seem to like PIATO and there appeeurs to be no ^ 
correlation between attitude towajrd it and learning ability* Good 
students move faster on PLATO but poorer students encounter more 
questions. 

PIATO's great strength is that it requires every student to partici- 
pate] its rejietition and individual encouragement provide a good form of 
drill* Finally^ it frees the teacher to irork with small groiv^ of 
students while others are occupied on PIA!0Q. Poor lessons suitagpnize 
students and produce poor results. Incorrect answers must be anticipated 
and planned for in ijthe lesson and provision must be made for alternate 
correct answers. Of all the a^fternative madia, PLAOX? is better thaii only 
programmed le^rnii^ and, possibly, woi^JcbooJcs * 

Use and Lessons ^ ■ . 

PLATO was used to replace claastime less than two hours every three 
weeks. It was also made available to atude^^ts for review and practice on 
their own time on an unscheduled basis. Ibe lessons chosen were selected 
to supplement classroom maiierials rather than to replace them.. cltonge 
is planned in the future use of PLATQ. 

Olie basic materials for the course were a text by Seese and Daub, 
a lab manual, and Chemical Calculations Series B by Sackheim. PLATO lessons 
war^selected from a printed index and fromHs. Qenca*s 6i:pplement and wete 
reviewed prior to use by the class.. 

Limited concrete topics such SEf gas laws suit PLATO best, smd Benca*s 
lesson on gas laws is a particularly good example of an effective lesson; 
it makes good use of PLATO *s visual capabilities and its learning level 
fits the students well* 

All the available lessons were helpful although ths Issson NaalMr 
Structure was confuair^. tfaw lessons should be devsloped on ths relation*- 
. ship of atomic structure to the periodic table and on the use of the slide 
rule. In f:he future, special attention should be paid to learning lev«l 
and audience* In this instructor 's opinion^ there is no such thing as a 
Xesfld)L^hat is too simply presented. Existing lessbns could be ii)q:>roved bj^ 
the addition of alternate correct answers and cues which tell the student 
tha sotarce of his error. « 

Mechanics and AdmiiijLstration 

Fewer mechanical problems occurred t^s s«nest«r than' last although 
th«re was some difficulty scheduling a convenient hour for the course, 
^e instructor mauiaged^her own roster and curriculum and was assisted in 
the memagement of the course by Brrol Magidson. ETS posttests and student 
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Chemistry Instructor #11 — continued 



\ 



questionnaires were administered*/ So far PLATO has made no significant 
imp^t on this instructor's car^4r+ i 

/ 

If full and^ effective co^imitment is to be made to PLATO, then release 
time will have to be granted to instructors to prepare^^and review materials* 
Otheirwise, the considerable resources of time and energy that are neces- 
sary to master PLATO and make it am effective tool may p^reclude extensive 
use by instructors* 
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Usage distribution 

Totals; 36 students, 143 hours. 



Average : 4.0 



152 

ID NUMBER Chemistry Instructor #12. 



COURSE INFORMATION 
Name 
*Enrolljnient 
Schedule 

PlATO Use^ 

Roster 

h&sso^ Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Introductioix to General Chemistry - 1 
25/20 

during class; outside of class > terminals 
not reserved ^ 

review and practice^ supplement homework^ 
extra credit 

asst site coordinator 

self> asst site cooi!dinator 

course catalog 

some 

pretests, attitude purveys 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level dS Lessons 

'^antity of Lessons^ 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



no response 
suff iciefc 
no response 
;35% 

,2 
no 



INSTRUCTOt^ IMFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
_^PLATO Lessons Pfograumned 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Ye«rs Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tenure 



fellow instructojr 
*none- 
d 
0 

none 

Fall 74 - Fall*75 

site coordinator^ asst site coordinator 

4 

3 

yes 



*Tewn beginning/end 
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INTERyXEW SUMMARY — Chemistry instructor #12 

V ' ' 

Overall^ no evaluation can be made of the^erj^ec^^S^^STO on achieve- 
ment, PIATO may make no difference irre^pectjjiiPe'^^Uie ability of the 
student* While some students like PIATO> aneqo^l number do n^t* There 
se^s to be no relationship between attitnide toward PIATO and ability. 
PIATO can do the arithmetip calculations for students whiTch may permit 
them to concentrate more jon the principles of chemistry* On the other hand 
students denumstfate they can perform on PIATO but cem not apply the 
principles they leaim to other worJc* On. the whole, of the suggested 
instruction activities* PlATO is better than only class drill* Ct is 
not as^iSatisfactory, aiTt-^rl?±>ooJc, text> lecture, or class discussion* 
It re^ly can not be compared to^other media. 

Use and Lessons 

/ ■ ■ 

^ PIATO was used to/i^eplace in^class time for drill and as an additional 
aid which students cpttld use at their convenience* PIATO seems to consume 
an inordinate amount of time to accomplish work that might be done moi^e 
simply in class by more traditional methods, and its use will probably be 
reduced to less them one class hour per week in the future. It may 
also be u9ed as a class supplement for individual study> especially for 
the able students who are looking for additional material* 

The basic materials for the course were Basic Chemistry by Seese and 
Daub, the workbook by Sackhaim, and audio-visual materials* Appropriate 
PIATO lessons were chosen by the instructor from the on-Hne Catalog* 

. 

Probl^ solving topics best suit PIATO* Yor her class* the best 
lessons were thosen written by the Kennedy-JCing facultjj; those written 
by the University of Illinois staff are less satisfactory* Lessons 
on gas laws and the metric system best fit the instructor's syllabus. 
While no individual 'lesson can be named> some lessons are more difficult 
than is desirable* 

Quantity of lessons is more than adequate but quality needs in^rove-^ 
m«nt. obvious errors In lessons should be caught* especially by the 
authors. Ideally* the instructor* or someone else familiar with the 
course syllabus* should write the lessons* 

Mechanics and Administration 

Too many mechanical problems* especiaXly^terminal failure* occurred* 
resulting in insufficient terminals to serve the class. Moreover, two- 
hour classes are difficult to schedule on PIATO; frequently terminal time 
for the second hour will not be available. 

Z*aboratory aides maintained the roster and provided assistance in the 
administration of the course; Errol Magidson also provided assistance. 

ETS attitude surveys and some posttests were given* 



f i 



Chemistry* Instrudtor #12 — continued- - . ^ ' 

The instructor estimates that PIATO will hav^ little impact on the 
teaching career;/ it has hot ^aff acted her dlassroom teaching eo far. 
Technical probltois ihd the considerable time needed to^prepare an^ program 
lessons may compromise its use. ■ ^ ■ ' ' 



Introduction to General Chemistry - 1 
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4- 



4- 



8 



10 



12 



14 



4- 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 31 stuclents, 124 hours, flv«rag«: 4, 0 
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ID tJUMBER / ^ Cheraiatry Instructor 

COURSE ItgQJRMATIOH 

Kama *■ * > ^ 

.*finrollment 1^ - 

Schedule 

PIATO Use , ' ' ■ , 
fibster' 

Curriculita ' ^ . - 

Lei9on Source - 

Lesson Pirevlew - ^ 

COURSE EVALUATIOH 

Level of Lesfoni 

Quantity of Leii<?ns ' 

Quality of Lessona 

% Lessons Previewed^ 

^ssions Affected by Failure 

/ Wtoultf Vou Use Vour Own Time 
to Doiprpve PLkTQ. Iilstruction 



#13 



IntJro^u<^iottyto-(^ Chjoi^stry - 1 
.23/18 / ' r 

during class; outside of 'class, tennin2^s 
not' reserved ^ * * ' ^ 

replececlass instruction and/or^Cab^ / 
, review jand practiee / 

sel/> asst site coordinator ^ . - 

- ielf 

• course cat^liog> hard-popy^ inflex 
' yes^ > , 
pretests^ posttests., ajbtltudii surveys 



apprbprlete 

, more than sufficient 

* 

very high, 
' 100* 
* 2 
yes 



IHSTRUCTOR IHFORMftTIOK 
First PIATO Contaat \ . 
U of I Extension Course 

PLATO Lessons qeiO^ned 
PLATO Lessons Prograsraed 
Releasee Time 

Prior PLATO Use ^ 

Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at this College 

Tenure 

t' 

*Terta teginning/eiM 



U of I extension course 

Sumnter 72> Videbeck, intror Pell IZf 
Videbecki avithors 

3 

spring 73i Suyoer 73> Spring 74^ Spring 75 
Su3iiner'75 

Fall 73 - Fall 75 (except Suraner 75) 

self> site coordinatori fellow instructori 
credit course 



13 
9 

yes 

173 
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INlERVIEtf SUMMfiRV — Chemistry Instructor #13 
General • • * . , 

- — : — • - . , , , " .. ■ 

^ ^ PLATO*s effectiveness and students* attitude toward it frequently 
depend upon the abilities of the students. Better students log niore time * 
on PLATO, but it -"is not' clear thht they are better students because they 
use PLA^ or. that theSr use' PLATO Ijecause' they are better students. PLATO 
is probably, most effective for the "C" student/ oii very good students \fho 
w5mt to cover lots ^f material fast. In contrast, "D" and "F"*students 
put tn^a grfeat deal of time on PLATO without improvement, although^ even 
:^r, poor .students PLATO msSy be of sgme value. One student repeating the 
course j?!aised his grade ta a-"p;" probably through the aid of PLATO. 
The greatest fj^ustration with PLATO seems to be felt by those with learning 
difficultie's." * ^ . ^ ' 

PLATO'S greatest st2?^3th is that it caiH^us attention on a partic- / 
ular topic and^.cail individually guide 'and dir^^ the %tudy of those who 
have difficulty* with theiMxipic, PlilTO's" chief dfisadvantage is that it / 
'dem^lnds time that would" otherwii^e be spent, in lecture or lab. ' / 

PLATO is superior to lectu3:res/ lab^^ and to workbooks; it is not 
equals fco homework or a text* It , is>^ in" dif Eer^rit respects,- both be^er 
artd worse than other forms of instruction. 

Use and Lessons 



/ 




The class used Seese arid Daub's Basic Chemistry ; the text/was supple- ^ 
mented with sackhe'lm's workbpok^^and'tfjfe ^instructor's own cheajixstry experi-. 
\ ment3, provided on dittos. The instructor chose lessons fjtxm the cujrrent 
catalog of chemistiry lessons^ and from a hdrd-c^py index ap^ previewed them 
\ to determine which would l?e used in the comrse. S^e is most adamant ^ 
; t^jat only les3ons which h^ve been^ previewed be^u^ed. ^ ' ^ > * ' 

, , The topics which can be very closely structured best suit PLATO, 
and almost all the essential topics ar^ ng^ covered; ^ Most of the available 
- Wessons are qu^te' goq.*, and most exploit All of PLATO^^ uniqiie capabilities 

* *with the exception of animation, kll of '-the lessons use<f^it the instructor's 
, syliabus nj-celyi^ While the learning level of most "lessons wasT satisfactory, 
; ^* * ""some, lessoas are. too long. Less material ishould be tiove^ed on PLATO than 
couad be covered in the same time in a diffe^ejit, medium. If the present 
li^sslsins'are .lacking in any way, it is in |:heiis lack of humor and graphics; 
"lessons shoi^ld be vnrittert to^m^l^e tfiem more infjepesting and less dry. 

MechanidX.and Administration ^ ^ \ \ 

~ \j ^ v ^ ^ 

^ ' Some mechanical failures occurred this term buV they were nol^^seriou^V 
the syst^ was generally reliable, unlike the past \l)here sscrfhe clasgtime waft 
' completely lost due t<>v system failure, gchedliling .^s difficult this term 

in, so far as the instructor wanted to schedule a different class for PLATO 
V- than she was able. Inlthe future, she would like to^ see.it available for 
all ^tuderits. PLATO was used bott ^du^ ng classtime and' during non-^classtijooe 
on ^noh-*scheduled basi^, both to replace classroom instruction and for ^ 



^istry Instructor #13 — continued 



review and practice* S^nford Rush entered thq/ class roster a^rid adddtional 
assi^^tance was pJtovid^ by the laboratory assistants and Err-pl Magidson* ' 

'■■ \ ■ ^- / ■ 

FfATO ha Sy ^ add ed moife fun to this instructor's teaching carj^er and it 
has ma^e her moreaware of the steps involved in teaching ya to^l concept* 
In generaX> PLATO fq^es a teacher to ingprovej it can identify^ teacher 
^%vb^ plans *and organi2^S poorly. PLATO imposes the needyto or^nize the 
semester fully and adequatelyp it should make a^ teacher/more Conscious 
of how tink^ should "be spent* To uSe PLATO most effectl-v^ly, /records must ber 
reviewed fi\equently to see if the students have 'done pie lessons and bow 
much time w^s spent accomplishing them. 

ETS pretests, posttests, and altitude surveys ^were givep. 




^ntroducticMi to General Chemistry - 1 
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, ^n.n , n.n , n .n,n.n, .n, .n 



hrs 



12 



14 



16 



18 



Us4ge distribution . j 

Totals: 33 students, 5gf9 hours. Rverage; 9.4 
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It) MUMBER . Chemistry Instrqctor #14 



COURSE IMFORMATlOH 

Nanie 
**Enrollroeiit 
Schedule 



PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 



Introduction to General Chemistry - 1 *'* 
30/35 

durihg, fclass; oujtside of class, terminals 
Reserved . 

review and practice, supplement homework 

sfelf V. . 

self ' 

course catalog 
pretests, posttests 



^ COURSE" EVamATIoai 

■ Level of Lessons 

Qu^tity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Aff^ected by FallurB 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruct 



me 



appropriate 

sufficient 

high 

10% 

yes 



ItlSTRUCtOR - INFORMATION 



First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use A 
Souj^ce of PLATO Trainii^g 
Years Teaching 

\ \ 

Yefeirs at this Cojf*ege ^ 
' Tenure 




yes 



*T^m beginning/end 
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INTERVIEW ^]MMi^Y ~ 
General 



CHenistry Instructor #14 



PLATO is especially useful fpr weak students, although good students 
can profit by it also* Hfe latter are enabled to work faster and farther 
than they would be able to otherwise* Most students seem to-^ like PLATO 
^and there seems to be no r^lat^on between leatTiing ability and attitude 
toward PLATO. PLATO is especially useful for tjitor^ng and has no inajor 
disadvantages*^ It is more effective than audiovisual aids, progfammed 
learnijig, and tutors.* It is equally effective as homework but worse than 
suggested media and other forms of instruction* 



Uset, and Lessons * 

^rexts for the course Were Foundations of ^College Chemistry -by Heins smd 
acccmpanying. lab manual, ^sed ip tihe intro(Juctory course, and College 
Ch^nistjry byNebergal, used in the^general chemistry course* Avai^3*able 
JLATC^^ssons were reviewed and sel^t^t^ '^to match the ^our^e syllabus* 

.Many*topics worked well on PLATO* Uie ittstructot was particularly 
impre^ed by the lessons written by profe^Or Smitji of the chemistry 
'dapartm^t at the U;i^baAa campus of the University of IlliJio^St Smith's 
lessons are well' orgaliized aiid permit th^ studeat to proceed through 
rabidly. Moreover, PrpfeSsor Sndth's lessons exploit PLATO'S unique 
cl^aracteriarics particularly well and fit the "^'^struQtor's.opurse syllabus* 
In^enefal/ learning level of the available lessons is not too edsy: 
someV although \one were mentioned by name, may be too difficult. 



In the futures using teachers should select tl\e lessons w)iich fit 
their cour^eS^^^^^^lytprship of lessons^ is less ijnportant than the quality 
'of the prograrn^xthemsW-ves* Most JLmjxDtt^nt* is the elimination of 
mechanical and prbgrairaid.i¥g probl^s which aiitagonize the students* Additionally, 
new lessons in ba^cN^iathannatics^ for chemistrj^^^uld b^ useful. Special 
atteqtioi^ shoUlfdr be paisd^^o learning l^vel of lessons* No lesson should 
be too difficult for' the student audience* Moreover, lessons which require 
pa^bleia solving demand each 5j;u4ent's participation. 



Mechanics and Administration 



\ 



wouJ 



Ho mechanical failures occuinred during the term* The' insi 
obliged to pick a less convenient time for his PLATO s^sions 
V\have preferred, 2:00 ptm. in the afternoon, a time when 
1: session. He sees, as the end to this scheduling difficiilty, mord^^inninals* 
V He would also like to see more terminals available for casual use at un** 
times . ^ , , " 



scheduled 

^ Mits yamada provided assistance with PLATO arid managed 
roster although the instructor is capabli^ of doing so. 
* 

The course had no £TS contact* 



course 



ERIC 



The instructor feeJLs that PLATCAmay have an addibtive effect and may 
affect the* teaching profession^ altho^ugh it has not, so far , .affected his 
classr<?OTi performance or had any effect on I^is career. 
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Chemistry Instructor #14 — continued 

i • 

IntroductioTi to General Chemistry -r 1 
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Usage dist T^i but jnon \ . 

Totals: 25 students, 64 hours. Ryerage: 
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ID *MUMBER Chemistry Instructor #15 



COURSE IKFOmRTIOM 
Name 
* Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

COURSE EVftLUftTIOM 

Level of l^esBons 

Quant rCT^'OtJie^son s 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You yse Yo^r Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 




\ 



General Chemistry - 1 
36/19 

outside of class, terminal A not reserved 
review and practice > replace homework 
site coordinator^ asst site \bbrdinator 
*self 

course catalog^ 
no 
no 



appropriate 

sufficient 

high 

25% 

not applicable 
no 




ERIC 



INSTRUCTOR IKFORMATIOM 

E^irst PliATO Contact 

U of I Extension Course 
^ PLATO. Lessons Designed 

PLATO Lessons Programmed 
.Release Time 
. Prior PLATO Use 

Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at tbiV Oollege 

Tenure 



*Tem beginning/end 



fellow instructor 
none 

0 

none 

spring 74, Fall 74, Fall 75^ 

aset site coordinator, fellow instinictor 

33 

24 ; 
yes 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Chemistry Instructor #15 
No Interview conducted* 

General Chemistry - 1 
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Usage »d i st r i but i on . 

Totals: 2-7 students, 90f hoars. Average 
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ID NUMBER Chemistry instructor #16 



course: INFOR^^ATION 
Mama 
*EWlLrnent 
Schedule 
PIATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
La9son Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



General Chemistry " 1 
41/26 

during classtlme 

review and practice, supplement hcMework 

self, college .PLATO staff 

self 

college PLATO staff, fellow instructor 
yes 

pretests, -posttest's, attitude surveys 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

W^ould Vdi Use Vour Own Time 
. to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropri^ate 

more thap. sufficient * 

high 

50% 

a 

V 

yes 



It^TRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 

of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
^PLATO Iiesaons Pirograiraned 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
^fears ^^ch^ng N 
Vears at tnj^s^-^^olLege 
■ Tenure 




college faculty meeting * ^ 
none 

Spring 75 

Spring 75, Pall 75 

fellow i.n^tructor> site coordinator 

-4 , ' 



ERIC 



*Tenn begini^ing/end 
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IIOTBRVIEW SUMMARY ~ Ch^i^try Instructor #16 

General / 

PLATO rewards tJ)Oi^e who^are Interested enough to use It reguleurlyj 
not necessarily gifted students* Those who do use It more seem to like 
It morej although In this class of Ch^nistry 201 there was a severe 
attrition problem for reasons that are uncertain^ but many students simply 
avolded^hd--PLATO sessions* PLATO provides more practice and helps tutor ' 
the student at his own p'ace but when Inflexible answer judging refuses to 
accept the correct answers students are antagonized and discouraged from 
finishing the lesson* In comparison with other medla^ PLATO Is clearly 
better than drill In class and> perhaps^ bettar than programmed leeurnlng* 
It Is not as good as audio-visual lnst^ctlon> homewor)c>^ lecture^ tutors^ 
class discussion^ and labs* 

Use and Lessons 

Ptj^TO was' used during classtime for review and practice and to supple^ 
ment homework* While the Instructor is not enti^^ely satisfied with this 
use of PLATOj he is not sure how it might be bet€er used in the future 
except that he would like it more readily available to be use<3 casually 
by the student according to his own schedule* The text fo3: the course 
was College Chemistry by Neberg^Cl et al* App^oprla1;e PLATO lessons were 
chosen from the printed catalog with the j^dvice of PLATO lab assistants* 

The topic best suited to PLATO was nomenclature; tjJie lessons on gas 
laws> nomenclature! and the metric system were best because the students 
pwere given immediate positive feedback* The same lessons also best fit 
1:he instructor's syllabus* Many lessons satisfactorily employed PLATO's 
special capabilities and the learning level of most is satlsf actory> 
although inflex^Lble answer judging mak6s some lessons more difficult than 
they need be4 "^Xn the future^ a lesson on pH would be a useful addition^ 
and present and £utups_l^sws ought to decrease'the number of exercises 
an<3 explain the theo^^y and practice of the experiment in greater detail* 
The instructor would like to see the review board coic^sed of students as , 
well as faculty to assist authors in drawing up ne^ lessons* 



Bachemics and Adminllstration 



e ^Neither mechanical nor scheduling problems occurred thid tfe^. The 
* instructor did not manage his*own course roster; students were enrollenjl I 
either by Joan Sweai^ or Mr* Tabba* Tabba>- Sweanyj and Yamada helped 
\ with the use <if PLATO* . * - ■ 

\ KTS tests and attitude surveys were given and seemed to intimidate- ' 
many students* . j 

This' instructor ifi no longer worried afiout the poAibility that PLSTO 
may replace instructors^ PLATO d^es ncrt succeed with all atudehts ^nd it 
can not provide total instruction for any* It is a very good classroom 
aid and he has obtain^ several teaching i'deas from PLATO lessons*^ As an, 
author-programmer^ he has learned about other teachers * ^etthods in his 
designing chemistry programs^ ^ 

187 ' ■ 
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Chttmlstry Instructor #16 continuad 
General Chomiatry - 1 
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Totals: 39 students, ' 1 67 hou];s. ftverage: 4.3 
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10 NUMBER Chemistry Instructor #17 



COURSE IHFORMATIOM 
Name 

^Enrollment 
Schedule 

PIATO Use 

Roster^ 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 

Lesson Preview 

ETS ' 



General Chemistry - 1 

40/23 ' . 

during class; outside of class> terminals 
^ not reserved 

review and practice, supplement homework 
site coordinator 
-self, site coordinator 

course catalog, fellow instructor, Q of X 
staff 

TBorae 

'pretests, posttests, attitude surveys 



COURSE EVALOATIOM 

Levei'Of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessoas^ Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure. 

' Wbuld You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PIIi^TO Instruction 



appropriate 
sufficient 
average 
80% 

2" ' 
yes 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 



First PLAT^Cdntac-t 

U of I E^ension Course 

PLATO jefessons Designed 

PLAT0^ Lessons Programmed 

Releas4^...Titne 

Prior £^T0 Use 

Source of. PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Year s^ at this College 

Tenure 



college PLATO staff 
ndne 

2 

0 ^ " 
Spring 73, Spring 74-^. 
Fall 7.3 - Fall 75 (eiccluding Summer 74) 
seJtf', s^te^roardinator 
7 

^4 1/2 
yes 



^4 1/2^ 



^ *T«rm ' beg inninA/end 

ERIC > ^ 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARV — Chemistry Instructor #17 
General 

Students find PLATO easier than a text and more straightfoarward, 
but at least some can n^t apply what they learn on PLATO to other contexts, 
and for them the instructor must point out the relationship of the PLATO 
'materials to the text. Good students are well mtivated and like PLATO; ^ 
students who rarely come to class dislike it. It is impossible to day 
now what effect PLATO has on achievepient . PLATO can provdtde tutoring for 
those who lack background in science and mathematics* although that poten- 
'tial advantage is minimal for those students Jfh9 do ^ not conceive of PLATO 

as •*real'* instruction and do not appear for the PLATO sessions. 

t- . 

PLATO provides better instruction than workbooks, audio-visual aids> 
homework, or a text* It can not do the.work of class drill* progransned 
learning, lecture, tutors, class discussion or laboratory. 

" ^ -■ ■ ' ^ 

Use and Lessons • 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ • 

^ PLATO was used during classtime and outside of class on an unscheduled 
basis for review and practice' and to supplement homework. It was not used 
to wholly replace classroom instruction for any topic. In the future, the 
instructor \fould like to seexPLATO used exclusively outside of classtime 
under the supervision of a- competent ch^nistry tutor. He intends to make 
up his index of PLATO lessons and incorporate it into the syllabus of 
the couirse. ' ' ^ \ 

The course use4 the text College Chemistry by Nebergal etal. and the 
'^ HandboQk of Chemistry by Stoich. PLATO Jlessons conforming to the topics of 
■the syllabus were chosen ^rom the on-line index. 

, .. / ■ ■ ' ■ 

Al^ the topics available on PLATO help but especially useful are 
mcith skills, scientific nftations, an<^ solutions. No particularly good ' 
le«sons were identified- nor were lessons that employed PLATO*s special 
ch^acteristics well. All the chemistry lessons did fit the course syllabus. 
There is, however,-^ a need for juore math lessons and a continuing requirement 
for all lessons to be rev4«wei._and ctttiqu^. I" 



Mechanics 'and Administration 



'Sh^B wmt'e itosie mechanical interruptions--th£s semester but only one 
total failure of Hbhe system, whichoccurred too late in the class hour to 
salvage the remainder or to resumd class. Ho scheduling problems arose. 
Assistance in PLATO was provided by Hits Yamada and Joan Sweany, who also 
manage^ the clas^^ster. 

The c^ass was given BTS pretests, posttests, and attitude- surveys. 

P£iATO can be a good supplement to the ^classroom but it can not . replace 
th%1^acher or the ; classroom fortam although it may change the nature of 
the ?}Ork that goes Ion in the clebssroom somewhat. So far PLATO haff had no 
^measurable e|^ect dn his career. ^ 



ERIC ^ ^ 



y w 



168 



Ctooistrir^ii&tructor #17* — continued 

*^ * . ' , ^ 

' For most effective use of PLATO^ panel? of teachers should 'develop 
the materiad according to the aceideinic and pedagogic needs of their own 
^^^udentSt For example^ leaaons prepared at the University of iXlinoia 
seem too difficult in the community college. The classroom teacher who 
must use the lessons best knows the requirements of, his audi^ence emd his 
judtgement can help achieve the fullest emd best use of PXATO* 



General Chemistry - 1 
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Linage- distribut ion 

Totals: 37 students, 351 hours. Rveragef* 9.5 
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ID NUMBER Chemistry Instructor #18 



COORSE INFORMATIOH 

^Enrollment 
Schedule ^ 

Roster 
Curriculum 

Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



General Chaniistry*'* 1 
32/16 

during class; -outside of class/ terminals 
reserved 

review and practice > supplement hoDaework 

site cooirdinator I. asst site coordinator 

'Self> site coordinator, asst site 
coorddnAtQF 

course catalog, college PLATO staff 
no 

pretest^, posttil«ts, atCitude surveys 



COURSE EVALUATION 



Level of^l^essons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Qual4,ty of Lessons ^ 

issons^ Pre^l^wed {approX' 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would Vou Use Vour Own Time 
to Improve PlAtO Instructiop 



appropriate 

sufficient 

average 

no 



INSTRUCTOR IMFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lesson* Progranvned 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use \ 
Source of PLATO Training 

Years TeaAing 

Years at this College 

Tenure 



fellow instructor 

iione 

0 

i 

- 0 
none 

Fall 73 - Fall 75 

><*eif> site coordinator^ asst site 
p<?ordinator 

■ 3 1/2 

3 1/2 

yes 



ERIC 



*Term beg Inning/ end 



192 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Chemistry Instructor #18 / 
General 

It Is impossible to say if PLATO is successful in helping all students. 
Some students are clearly intrigued by PLATO but some are strongly antago* 
nized by It* There seems to be no correlation between ability and attitude 
teward PLATO> except among stronger students^ many of whom complain it is 
too simplb for them.. PLATO can > however^ break up a long lab period as a 
kind of diversion and it provides good interaction which requires the 
student to participate* It is not, however, Treal life" ai^ that impairs 
its effectiveness as a replacement for laborat<Jry, PLATO provides better 
instruction than audio-visuals and perhaps l^et^er than progr^^ed learning ^^p^^jt<ff*-' 
or workbooks.^ jit is not as successful as all cither forms of instrucj^p^fl*^ 

Use and Lessons 

PLATO was used both during classtime and out^}«tf%' of classtime with 
terminals reserved. Lessons were chosen tojiJrt^Vide both review and practice 
and to suppl^ent homlbwork* 

, After the dourse syllabus ^^itf*^tablish©d, PLATO lessons were chosen 
from the curriculuip catalogtp^rtf PLATO lessons to fit tKet^ topics covered in the 
couj^se* Of the-'^IessQ^f^^ailable, none were exceptionally suitable although 
most of t^he toplcs'^fit the syllabus satisfactorily. The lessors on gas laws 
used PLATO'S cajsabilities exceptionally well, chiefly in ^heir exploitation 
of graplfjics* Since there was such a wide range of abilities in the class, 
it was difficult to generalize about the learning level of the lessons although 
the instructor would like to see PLATO lessons more flexibly designed. 
Students should be able to ^nter and exit at will^ skip from one part to the 
^lext* and return to already covered material as often as they like. Most 
lessons would be improved with better answer judging. 

Mechanics and Administration ^ 

There were neither any total system failures nor recent mechanical 
problems^ the instructor reported no scheduling problems* \ 

Errol' Magidson and Sanford Rush managed the roster and tlj^e curriculum 
and helped the instructor use PLATO* \ 

In spite of the instructor's disenchantment with the whole £TS system, 
ETS pretests^ posttests, and attitude surveys were given. Not only are the 
£TS tests more difficult than the course but they dqf not adequately test 




the effectiveness of PLATO^; PLATO develops mechanic 
abilities but the -ETS examinations test concepts* 



The instructor may use PLATO more in the f^tur^i if it proves success- 
ful. At present > he sees little effect of PLATO on Iclassroom jpractice or 
the teaching profession. It has, however, made easier the task of teaching 
night courses. 



1 problem solving 
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Cheotkistry Instructor #18 — continued 
General Chemistry - 1 



t , 



,5 




n ■ n I n . n ( 



8 



10 



12 



14 



H ' 1 hrs 



16 13 



20 



- Lteags^ distr ibut ion 
~ 'tajs: 27 students, 82 hours. Rverage: 3.0 



I f 
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IDHUMBER Chemistry Instructor #19 



COURSE IWFQfiMATIQN 
Name 
*Enrolljnent 
Schedule 
PLATO use 
Roster. 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



General Chemistry - 1 
1 S/s^pprox-P 15 

during ciass^ optional use*outside class 

review and practice 

self I asst Gi^e coordinator 

self 

course catalog 

sciae ^ 

no ' * 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

■ Would You Use Your Own Time 
tc* Iinpro|re PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 

sufficient 

average 

25% 

none 

yes 



INSTOUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teachltlg 
Years at this College 
■ Tenure 



professional conferences 
none 
0 
0 

Fall 73> Spring 74, Fall 75 

site coordinator, asst site coordinator 

3 1/2 

3 1/2 

yes 



*Term beginning/end 



195 



173 



INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Chemistry, Instructor #19 
No interview conducted. • ^ 



General Chemistry - 1 



0) 



3 



5 -- 



0 



■ flfn. II , n .n i n .n , n , n 

'2-4 6 * 1 



4- 



4- 



Jl 



4- 



H 



^ hrs 



l^f 12 



14 16 18 20 



Usage distribution 

Totals: 22 students, 188 hours. Average: 8.5 



t 
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ID NUMBER Chemistry Instructor #20 



CQURSC INFORMATION 
Name 
*Enrolltnent 
Schedule 

FIATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



General Ch^istry - 1 

10/7 ^ ' ;.. 

during class; outside of clas3> terminals 
not reserved . ^ 

review and practice, supplement homework 

self, college PLATO staff' * * 

self ' 

course catalog 

yes 

pretests> postt3ests> at:titu<fl**^urveys 



/ 



COURSE EVALUATION 
Level of Lessons 
Quantity of Lessons 
Quality of Lessons 
% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 
Sessions Affected by Failure 

4 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 
sufficient 
average^ 
50% 

2 

yes 



instrix:tor information 

First PLATO Contact 

U of I Extension 9^urse 

PLATO Lessons Deigned 

PLATO Lessons^rogrammed 

Release Time/ 

Prior PLATp Use 

Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at this College 

Tenure 



fellow instructor 

none 

0 

0 

none 

Fall 74 - Fall 75 

self> site coordinator, asst dite 
coordinator > fellow instructor 

9 

4 

yes 



*Term beginning/end 
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INTEH^EW SUMMARY — Chemistry Instructor #20 
No interview conducted. . ^ 

General Chemistry - 1 



V + 

# 



5 



0 



n ( n . n 



.j_Q_ 



Jl 



8 



10 



12 



M 



16 



18 



Usage distribution 

Totals: 11 students, 111 hours. 



^ hrs 



20 



Average : 10.1 
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ID NUMBER "Chemistry Instructor #21 




PnTTOQP THPnTJMJi'I'TnM ■ 






Nditie ' . , . 


. • V'*'- 1 ■■RpiiHis^'al. Ch^nistjcv" ~ 1 ■ 




nCtH fro X jjluc n ^ 


42/28 ' r 




Schedule " - 


during, classtime; outside of class, 

terminals not reserved- ■ ■ ■ - . * 
^^^^ ' # 




PLATO Use 


. »^ . -- - 

review and practice > supplement bomeworX "-^ew;^ 


* 


O ^ o "H ^ *~ 






Curriculum - ' 


self ■ >■ i 




Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 


course catalog , t r,. 
some > ■ ^ . \ ^ 




COURSE EVALUATIOW 


appropriate i ^ 
sufficient / ' " ' \ 

high _ / ; ^\ / ^ 




Level of Lessons 
Quantity of Lessons 
Quality of Lessons 




% Lessons Previewed (ap^rox^ 






Sessions Affected by Pailiire 


0 // ■' 


■ — 


Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 


no . / .''r ' 

: / -r ■ ' 




INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contaq< 


/ 

fellpw in3truct<^r 




U of X Extension Course 


_ Spring 75, Jordan, intro 




PLATO Lessons Dssigiled 


.0 ■ ' 




PLATO Lessons Programmed 


i 

, , - 0 . 




* Release Time 


I none 




Prior PLATO Use - 


Pall 75 




Source of Pl^lfO Training 


. self> asst aite coordinator 




Years Teaching!^. 9 . . 




Years at this College *^ 






Tenure 


yes 




V . . 






*Tenn beginning/end 
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IHTERVIEW SUMMARY — Chemistry -Instructor #21 . 

General y ' 

.^ince this Is the first term the instructor has used PIATO, he iB not 
sure of its effect on student achievement ^t students like to play with 
the equipment* It is a valuable tool for reinforcement ^ although taxpayers 
might well coiiq3lain of its cost. PUVTO is better than a workbook.^ audio^ 
visual aids J and programmed learning* It is worse than homework ^ lecture ^ 
- and- class discussion and equal to other media. 

Use and Lessons 

PIATO was used during classtime and on an u]9{j3cbeduled basis for review 
and practice and to supplement homework; the instructor foresees no change 
in its use in the future. 

The class used a text by ,Nebergal and Schmidt etal* plus a laboratory 
workbook. Appropriate PLATO lessons wore chosen from the hard-copy catalog. 

fifteen topics in the hard^-^copy catalog^ not here identified^ seemed^ 
appropriate to PLATO* Good lessons were found in every topic area. The 
learning level of the lessons was , appropriate to the clasd although some * 
lessons did not fully develc^ the material they might have. No lessons were 
identified as employing PLATO's unique characteristics particularly well. 
Some twenty lessons^ also not identified^ fit t^ie instructor *s syllabus 
well. 

In the future^ lessons should be developed by the teachers who 'actually 
teach the course* Lessons should be improved by providing better step-by^ 
step deve3>opment within the topics. Moreover ^ lesson programming should 
be improved to keep better track of student progress and to give credit for 
units completed. 

Mechanics and Administration 

Only minor mechanical problems occurred? scheduling probiecns were not 
severe^ although a class size of forty-^two poses problems finding terminals ■ 
for the entire class. The probable solution is to reduce class sise rather 
than add new terminals. 

The instructor took the introductory PLATO course in Spring 1975 and 
managed his own roster and curriculum. Laboratory assistants provided 
general help in the use of PLATO. 

The course had no contact with ETS. 

Although PLATO gives the instructor more confidence as a teacher^ he . 
is unsure of its effect on the teaching profession generally. Although it 
is a valuable tool^ it has not so far affected his classroom work. 
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Chemistry Instructor #21 — contlnuM 
General Chemistry - 1 , 

-St 

(0 X 
# 



5 f n 



+■ 



JUiL [1 J l , n , n , n , n ,f1, n 



0 2 4 6 8 10. 12 14 16 18 20 

u4^e distribution * ^ 

Totals: 44 students, 492 hours. Rverage: 11.2 



^ hrs 
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ID tHJMBER T:hentistry Instructor #22* 
COURSE INFORHATtOW 



Name , • * 

^Enrollment V 
Schedule 

PLATO Usp 
Roster 
Curriculum « 
Lesdon Source 
Lesson Preview 
BTS 

COURSE EyALUATXOtJ 

Level of Lessors 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed {approx*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



Organic Chemigtry 
29/20 



during classtime; outside of classi 
terminals reserved > 

review. and pr^ctioej suppl^ent homework 

asst site' coordinator ! self 

self 

course catalog 
yea 
no 



aj^propriate 

sufficient 

high 

50% 

1 

yes 




IMSTRUCTOR IHFORMATlOW 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Yeats at this College * 
Tenure 



U of I staff 

none 

0 

0 

none 

Spring 74 - Fall 75 

self, a%st site coordinator 

30 

18 

yes 



*T«rm baginning/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Chemistry Instructor #^2 
No interview conducb«c|,* 



^Organic Chemistry 



D 

4-' ^ 



5 



0 



:n , n.ll , n.n , ^ .n 



4£L, — , — — , — I n ■ n I Virs 



8 



10 



12 



14 



16 -18 



Z0 



Usage distribution 

Totals: 28 students, 172' hours. Average; 6.1 
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SUBJECT COORDINATOR'S SUMMARY ~ ENGLISH 

' ' 

Introduction . 

During Fall 1975, eixty-seven course? at four City Cdlleges of Chicago 
(the Chicago Urban Skills Institute, Kennedy-King College, Malcolm X College, 
and Wright College) and Parkland College used the PLATO English lessons. Use 
involved _thirty-nine ^structors . and 1,499 students totally 5,433 computer 
hours of instruction. 

Curriculum " , ^. / 

TWO distinct roa^or choices in curriculum are offered by the Community 
College English Project. The first is the Language Arts Routing System (LARS),l 
a package of diagnostic tests and instructional materials designed for r^edial 
English skills. ^ Aars makes it possible for an instructor to specify the 
behaviorial objeofiives desired while allowing the computer to prescribe 
material on an iJidividual basis .by using Information about an individual's 
needs, abilitie^, curriculum goals, and available ledson*material to select 
appropriate instruction for the student* . The LARS system individioalizes the 
learning proems by tailoring curriculum content to the educational require- 
ments of^ the. student. 

The LARS diagnostic testing bank is contposed of items classified into 
fifty-six logically distiiKit categories. Students take the LARS tests over 
the course ^^of t^e Semester rather than en masse at the beginning. Each -^.^ 
instructor has the option of sfelecting only those categories which he feels 
appropriate for his students. Each category is fpllowed by imnedia^e^ 
truction if the student^s performance warrants remediation. : ' " 

LARS contains over sixty-five separate instructional lessons which 
range from five to forty-fivei minutes in length. The lemons cover the four 
language arts skill areas of gratmnar, punctioation, spelling, and word u^age. 

The .second curriculum option offered is the standard PLATO system 
router which is conq^osed . of Indexes or sequences of lessons specified! by the 
instructor. These lessons a^e select^, generally, on the ]3asis of their 
descriptions in the hard^copy English catalog; they cover the areas of 
capitalization, composition, editing, granmar, poetry, punctuation, research, 
spelling, vocabulairy, and word usage. There are 117 lessons comprising 
approximately seventy-five hours of instructional material. 

The ;^^nge of the lessors is wide, and includes purely instructional 
mater ia($;:^and lesson reviews in the form of tests* Varying levels of 
difficulty are also represented. ' Generally, individual lessons Were created 
by the community coll^^re instructors. Each author maintains the privilege 



Michael, Gary and l^socy Sliger, LARS Instructor's Manual i Con^ter Based 
Education Reserach X^boratoiry, University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois 61801, 
1976, . ^ 

^ Community Ctallege ^glish Lesson Index , Computer Based Education Research 
Laboratory, University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois 61801, 1976.^ 



ERIC 



V - ■ 205 ... 



184 



of editing his lessons at any time and ia Individually responsible for its 
operational quality as well as the effectiveness of its pedagogical design 
and the accuracy of the subject matter content. 

Usage 

^ , Diverse usage included (1)^ PLATO as one hour of a three hour a week 
class, (2) PLATO as an outside class activity for homework or review, 

(3) PLATO as a voluntary activity, and (4) PLATO as a GED instruction method. 

* - - ^ . 

In some cases the PLATO English lessons were used to supplement class-^ 
work; other times they were used to supplant in-^class act:yrity. Often, 
terminals were scheduled for usage, however some usage was unscheduled. 
Because the amount and type of use varied among sites,' courses, instructors, 
and students — dictated by their respective rationales for usage — 
comparisons of such uses are difficult to interpret. 

Implementation ; * 

The community^ college English staff, consisting of Irena Finkelsztein, 
Gary Michael', Jim Williamson, and Mary Sliger, and coordinated by Pauline 
Joirdan, has ^een continually available to introduce and assist users. Liaison 
work at the four Chicago sites has been carried out primarily thorough Jim 
Williamson and, at the Parkland site, by Mary Sliger. On-line comnunication 
via the talk option, personal notes, and the English notesfile has provided 
constant stimulus to the development and revision of the English curriculum. 
* . * • * 

In Spring 1975, English authors and users plus the CERL staff were 
dtk'ganized into the PLATO English Editorial Board. PEEB was originally 
conceived to fulfill three primary goals: 

(1) To improve and maintain the quality of lesson development in English. 

<2} To familiarize new or potential users with what is available through 
PLATO. , . : 

<3} To investigate the funding of English curricula proposals. 

Sinqie its Inception, PEEB has- served as a working bond, uniting the efforts 
of concerned English users- ' ■ 
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^0 ISUMBER 
I ~^ 



EngllsH Instructor #1 



^ COURSE Il^ORMATIOH x^ 



^Enrolliiient 




Level of-Lesson^^ 

Quantity of Lessons"- 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (aj^rox.^ 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Ovm Time 
to Improve PLATO Instrx^c^tion 



Crane High School Outpost (2 sections) 
' 65/ (total 2 sections) 
during classtime 
review and practice 
self 

self, asst site coordinator, U of I staff 
course catalog 
yes 
no 



no response 

'^o response 
'^no response 

no response 
^ no response 

no response 



IHSTRUCTOR INFORMATIOH 
First PIATO Contact 
tJ of I ibctension Course 
PXiATO Lessees Designed 
PIATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Txme 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at this College 

Tenure 



\ 



fellow insi^iictor 
non^ 
0 
0 

none 
Fall 75 

self, site coordinator, asst site coordi- 
nator, U of I staff 

2 ^ 

no response ' ^ 
response 



*Term beginning/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — English Instructor. #1 
No interview coxuJucted. 



Crane High School Outpost 



10 

If 



5 



0 



8 



12 



14 



16 



^ ' 1 hrs 



Usag^ distribution 

Totals: 37 students, 91 hours. Average: 



18 



2.5 



20 



ID 

c 










(0 . 

# 


7 
- 


5/- 

/ 


• 







-h 



8 



10 



12 



14 



16 



H ! 1 hrs 



18 



Usage distribution 

Totals: 35 students, 94 hours. Rverage: 2,7 
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ID HUiMBSR English Instructor- #2 



187 



COURSE INFORMATION 
Name 

^Enrollment 

Schec^ule 

PLATO Use 

Roster 

Curriculum 
- Lesson Source 

Lesson Preview 

£TS 



Business Skills - Aicpcounting 
11/ 

during class 
review and practice 
self 
sel£ 

course catalog 
yes 

attitude sitfvey . j 



COURSE EVALUATION 
Level o£ Lessons 
Quantity of Wessons 
Quality o£ Lessons 
% Lessons Previewed fapprpx^) 
Sessions Af £ected by Failure 



Xfould You Use Your Own Timef' 
to Iiiiprove PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 

sufficient 

high 

50% 



I 



ca* 6 (all s6Qtioji^^^Btu^ht by this - 
instructor; ijicluTclflili Accounting, Cler 
Typist 1, Cleh^-'fyjpmt 2, and Steno) 

: ■ 

yes / J, 



IHStRUCTOR INFORMATION 



First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO^ Lessons Deai^ned^ 
PLATO Lessors Prograimned 
Release Tijne 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Yea^g Caching 
Years at this College 
Tenure'* 



college PLATO staff 

none 

0 

0 

none 

^ring 7p - Fall 75 . 

site codrd4*n^to):> U of I staff 

1 

no . 
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*Term beginnijng/end 
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ID N0M35R English Instructor #2 

COURSE IMFOHMATION j 
* Wartie 

^Enrollment 

Schedule 

-PIATO Use 
' -Roster 
' ^Curriculum 

Lesson Source 

, Lesson Preview 
■ ETS 



X 



Business Skills - Clerk-Typist 1 
V 

during class 
review and practice 
self 
self 

course catalog 
yes 

attitude surv^ 



COURSE EVALUftTlQK 
Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons ^ 
Quality of Lessons^ 
^% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 
S^sions Affecte4 by Failure 



Vould You Use* Your "Own time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 
sufficient 

high ^ 
50% 

ca. 6 (all sections taught by this 
instructor; includes Accounting > Clerk- 
Typist 1, Clerk-Typist 2> and Steno) ^ 

yes 



IKSTROCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
. PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior ^LATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Yead^jsr Teaching 
Years'^at this College 
' Tenure 



college PLATO staff 

none 

0 

0 

none 

Spring 75 - Fall 75 

site ^coordinator^ U of I staff 

1 

1 

no 



*Term beginning/end 
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ID HDM3SR English Instructor #2 



COURSE INFORMATION 

*Enrollaient 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
lies son Source 

Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Business Skills - Clerk-iypiSt 2 
8/, * \ 

during class 
review and practice 
self 

self, site coordinator 

course catalog, U of t staff, college 
PLATO staff 

no 

attitude survey 



COURSE EtyALUATIQN 
Level of ' Lessons 
Quantity of Lessons 
Quality of Lessons 
% Lessons Previewed {approx«) 
Sessions iV^fected by Failure 

Would ton Use Yo^r Own Time 
to Itnprove PLATO instruction^ 

\ 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATIO^ 
First PLATO Contact 
U ol^ I Extansion Courtta 
PLATO Lessons Dedign«d\ 
P^TO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tenure 



appropriate 

sufficient r ^ 

high * 

50% 

ca. 6 (all sections taught by this 
instructor; includes Accountiug, Clerk- 
Typist 1, Clerk-Typist 2, and Steno) 

yes 



college PLATO staff 

none 

0 

0 • 

none ^ 

Spring 75 - Fall 75 

site coordinator, U of I staff 

1 

1 

no 



*Taxm ba^inning/and 
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English Instructor #2 



COURSC IN FORMATION 
Name 
^Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

COURSE EVAI^ATION 
Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 
Quality of Lessons 
* Lessons Previewed (approx*) 
Sessions Affected by Failure 



Would ^fqu^ Use Your Own Tizne 
to Improve fLATO Instruction 




Business Skills ^. Steno 
12/ f 
during class 
review and practice 
self 
self 

course catalog 
yes 

attitude survey 



appropriate 
sufficient 
high • 
50% 

ca-p 6 (all sections taught by this 

nstructor; includes Accounting, Clerk- 
Typist 1 , Clerk^Typist 2, and Steno) 

yes 



INSTROCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Cpurse 
PLATO Lsssons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
■ Tenure 



college* PLATO st^ff 

none \ 

0 

0 

none ^ 

Spring 7^, - Fall 75 

site coordinator > u of I staff 



no 



1**Term beginning/end 
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INTERVIEW SUHHARV — English Instructor #2 
, Ho Interview conducted . 



Business Skills - Accounting 

+* ^ 
* 



5 .. 



XL 



0 



4 — ' — I hrs 



8 



10 12 M 16 18 20 



Usage distribution 

Totals: 10 students, .38 hours. Average; 



3.8 



Busine'ss Skills - Clerk-fyjDlst 1 



10 
+* 
C 

i 

* 



5 




n , n . n t n . 



-* — f — t — ' — I hrs 



0 



8 



10. 12 14 16 18 20 



Usages distribution 

Totals: 5 students, 12 hours. 



Average : 2.4 
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English Instructor #2 — continued 
B&siness Skills - Clerk-Typist 2 

c _ 

# ; 

5 -- 



-£1+ 



— +- 



\ 



-I — ' — I ' ! brs 



8 10 



12 



14 16 18 20 



Usage distribution 

Totals: 9 students, 17 hours. 



Average; 1 . 9 



Business Skills - Steno 



t 
5 - 



Jl 



-I — — I ' — I brs 



0 2 - 4 6 8 10 12 14.16 18 
Usage distribution ^ 

Tot a 1 s : 1 2 st udent s , 22 ^bours . Average : 1.8 
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ID WUMSBR English Instructor #3 



COURSE ^IKFORMATION 

^Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO, Use " 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Business Skills - Clerk Typist (4 sections) 
42/ (total 4 sections) 
during class 
review and practice 
self . < 

self 

course catalog 
yes 
no . 



COURSE EyALUATION 

Level o^H^essons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed {approx.) 

Sessions AffectGd by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



no response 
no response 
no response 

no response 
no response 
no response 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course. 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Pxior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
* ■ Tenure 



college PLATO staff 

no response 

no response 

no response 

no response 

Spring 75 - Piill 75 

site coordinator 

5 

2 

no 
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194 

English Instructor #3 



COUfeSE INFORMATION 




COUR afE EVALUATION 

LeVel of Lessons^ 

i^ntity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

/% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



Business Skills - Steno (3 sections) 

43/ (total 3 sections) 

during class 

revi^ew and practice 

self 

self 

course catalog 

yes 

no 



appropriate 

more than sufficient 

high 

100% 

1 or 2 ' 

yes 



^STRUCTOR INFORMATION 
iFirst PLATO contact 
\u of I Extension Cdurse 
i^LATO Lessons Designed 

PLATO Lessons Prograimned 

Release Time 

Prior PLATO Use 
\Sdurce of PLATO Training 

Vears Teaching 

YeVrs at this College 

Tenure 



college PLATO stziff 

no respoltse 

no response 

tto response 

no response 

Spring 75 - Fall 75 

site coordinator 

5 

2 

no 



*Term beginning/end 
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INTERVIEVf SUMMARY — English Instructor #3 
No Interview conducted. * 
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Business Skills — Clerk Typist 

I, 
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^ — ' — t hra 



Usage distribution - * 

Totals; 19 students, 54 hour»« Fiver^ge; 
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Usage distribution 

Totals; 17' students, 80 hours, Rverage: 4.7 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 22 students, 61 hours. Average: 
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18 20 
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English Instructor #3 — continued 
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Totals: 2i students, 58 hours. Av«rag«r 2.8 
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Business Skills — Steno 
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Totaltj: 1? students, 54 hours. Average: 3.6 
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Usage distribution . 

Totals: 15 students, 5-4 hours. Average: 3.6, 
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English Instructor #3 continued 
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Totals: 1 3 students^ 41 hours* Average: 
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IDWUfrlBER English Instructor #4 



COURSE INFORMATION 
Heme 
•Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO Us^ 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
lesson Preview 
ETS ^^ 



GED 
27/40 

during class 

replace classwork> review and practice 

self 

self 

course catalog ^ ^ 

some 

no 



COURSE EVALUATION ^ 

Level of I^essons 

Quantity of Lessbns 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx,) 

Sessions Affected, by Failure 

X^ould You\Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 
less than sufficient 
high 
'50% 
1 or 2 
^es 



INS1?RUCT0R INFORMATION 

[ 

First PLATO Contact- 

U of I Extension Course 
. PLATO Lessons Designed 

PLATO Lessons Programmed 
. Release Time 

Prior PLATO Use 

Squrce of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at this College 
V Tenure 



no response 
no response 
no response 
no respons^ 
no response 
no response 
no response 
^no resi^nse 
no re^'si^nse 
no response 



*Term beginning/end 
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IHTBRVIEW SUMMARY — English Instructor #4 



No interview conducted. 



GED 



D 

# 



5/" 



0 



■n,n.n , .n 
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14 



16 



Usage distribution 

Totals: -35 students, 66 hours. Average; 



4 — ' — ! hrs* 



13 2& 



r. 9 



er!c\ 
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #5 



COOttSS INFQRMATIQN 

Name 
♦Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



GEO 

22/20 

during class 

revieM^ and practice> siqDplement 

s^l£> asst sit^ coordinator 

self, p of I/^taff 

course catalog, U of I staff 

som^ 



homework 



no 



COURSE EVftLUftTIQN 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

^QualltytOf Lessons.-^ - — rrjpw 

% Lessons Previewed (approx*)' 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLftTO Instruction- 



appropriate 

sufficient 

average. 



26^ 
5 \ 



\ 



no 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATIOM 

First ^PLATO Contact 
' ,U of I Extension Course - 

PLATO Lessons Designed 

PLATO Lessons Programmed 

Release Time 
- Priqr PLATO Use 

Soui;ce of PLATO Training 

Vears Teaching 

Years at this^ College 
f ' Tenure 



fellow instructor 
none 

I 

0 

none \ 

Spring 75 ^ Fall 75 

§ite coordinator> U of I staff 

1 1/2 + ' ' 

i 1/2 



*Tem beginning/end 
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itTFERVIEW SDMHARY — English Instructor # 
No interview conducted. 



GED 



10 




5 -:n „ 



l,[].n,n.n,n. . n.n' .n 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 26 students, 97 hours. Rverage: 3.7 
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #6 



COURSE IHFORMATIOH 
Name 

^Enrollment 

Schedule 

PLATO Use 

Roster 

Curriculum 

Lesson Source 
^Lesson Preview 

ET5 



COURSE EVALUATION 
^ Level of Lessons i 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed <approx«) 

.Sessions Affecte<| by Failure 

Would You^ Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO- Instruction 



' GED 

22/24 
> during class 
review and practice 
self 
self 

course catalog 

some 

no 



appropriate ^ 

nK>re than sufficient 

high to very high 

0% . 

0 

yes 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 

' Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tenure 



student interest 
o 

4 none ^ 
0 
0 

none 
FaU 75 

asst site coordinator u of I staff 
15 
1/2 
* no 



*Term^ beginning/end 
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INTERVIEW SlIHHAKy English Instrjuctor #6 
. No intervl«fw conduct'^ed. 



G£D 



i: 



0 



IL 



8 



10 



Usase d i str i but i on 
Totals: 27 students, 55 




-I hrs 



16 



18 



20 



Rvcragc: 2.0 
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ID NDMB£IR English Instructor #7 
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COURSE IHFORHfflTIOH 
Name 

^Enrollment 
Schedule 

PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



G£D 
31/28 

during claS8| outside of clas8> terminals 
not reserved 

review and practice - ^ 
self> asst site coordinator 
U of I staff member 

course catalog , ^ 

yes 



COORSg EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quemtity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Effected by Failure 

Would Vou use Your Own Time 
to Ijnprove PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 

sufficient 

high 

50% 

2 or 3 

no 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of t Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programned 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Sourci of PLATO Training 
Ye^s Teaching 
^ Years at this College 
* Tenure 



fellow instructor 

none . 

0 

0 

none 

Spring 75 - Fall 75 

a'sst elte coordinator > U of I staff 

11 

1 

no 



^Term beginning/end 
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INTBHVIEtf SUMMARY — English InstrpGtor #7 
No interview conducted* 

GED 



1- 

•a.: 

* • 



5 



■ n , n. 



0 2 4 6 8 



Usage d i »t r i but i on 



12 



i;4 



16 



18 



H hrs 



20 



Totals: 24 stflitfents, 32 hours. Average; 1.3 
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ID NUllBER English Instructor 

COURSE INFORMATION 
Name 

*EnrolIinent 
. Schedule 

PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

COURSE EVALUATtoN 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed {approx.} 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would Vou Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION . 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Pri<GI PLATO Use 

* Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tenure 



Learning Lab 

ca- 35 (variable)/6 

outside of class, terminals' reserved; 
outside of class, terminals not 
reserved 

review and practice, supplement homework 

self 

self 

course catalog 
some 



appropriate 

sufficient 

high 

100% 

0 

no 



college PLATO staff 

none 

0 

0 

none 

Fall 74, Fall 75 
U of I tftaf£ 
4 
4 

yes 



"Term beginning/end 



207 



IHTERVIEW SUMMARY — English Instructor #8 

General * * . ■ 

While it is not clear why some students like PLATO and others 
dislike it> it is clear that different groups use PLATO for different 
educational purposes. Adults use it folr quick reference and revieV of 
forgotten skills and information. Y'ounger students use it to enquire 
new skills. 

4 * 

The machinery of PLATO is both a blessing and a curse. While some 
students are fascinated by the terminal and its distplay^ others are 
intimidated by a lack of typing skills. Hdreover while PLATO allows 
students to work at their own pace on individual materials in privacy^ 
there is at least for some no transference o£ analytic skills or the 
judgement acquired into writing. *Finally> while PLATO can not becgme 
bored or emotional^ Jt can not rqolace the spontaneity of class discussion. 

Use 

In this leatTiing lab section^ students could elect to use PLATO as 
one means to*fulf ill their learning contracts. A' special program of 
lessonsi was prepared for each student who elected to use PLATd. Each 
student\tf6rked without supervision at hi^ own schedule and at his ^wn 
rate on the lessons he agreed to study. Lessons were used differently 
by di£fek:ent students; some were assigned as homework^ others previewed 
61ass mat^rial'f while still other lessons were modified to suit thef 
special needs of individual students* PLATO materials were used in . 
conjunction with formal programmed instruction. ' 

Lessons 

* ilie best lessons are those which provide a brief explanation^ drills 
and immediate feedback^ and which require repetition and drill. Kdt all 
lessons succeed equally well with all sti^ents. Three principal problems 
with lessons reci^tred. Firsts many prestune a white cultural background 
and antagonize or fail to interest minority ^tuddnts* Second, many lessons 
are too difficult for learning lab students to read* The vexT lack of 
language , skills that lab attempts to remedy makes the lesaons '^inaccess^ible. 
Finally^ the test items are frequently more difficult than the examples 
in the lessons. ^ 

Mechanics and Administration 

The instructor managed both his own roster and his own curriculum. 
His students had no evident mechanical problems > loss of time due tc5 
system failure > or unavailability of terminals. Some scheduling problems 
did occur but they have been s^lf-created. The instructor wift helped by 
both Parkland and CERL staff. 

*He has personally become interested in PLATO but is not certain it has 
had any effect on his career* 
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English Instructor #8 — continued 

Recoptmendatlons ^ ' . ^ ' 

PLATO should continUe^in its fj^esent direction but inrpxovement in both 
content and mechanics of lessons as well as the ^development of new 
addi;tional lessons should make PLATO more useful than it is now. Using 
instructors should take a more active part in designing lessons* Existing 
lessons should be redesigned with greater attention paid to the reading 
level and culture 6t the audiences. Lessons with game approaches should 
be planned* Finally^ terminals should be made available in more places 
to give students easier access. 



Learning Lab 



(0 
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20 



hrs 



Usage distribution 

Totals: 2 students, 1 hours. Average: 0.5 
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ID HUMBER English Instructor #9 

COURSE ICIFORMATION 

♦Enrollment ' 
Schedule ■ 
.PIATO U^e 

Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

COURSE EyALOflTIOM ^ 

Level of Lessons 

'Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Pitevieifed (approx*). 

Sessions- Affected by Failure 

Woul^d You Use Your Own Tiide 

to Improve PLATO Instruction <^ , 



English Language Skills ^- 
14/15, 

during class 

replace olasswork, review and practice > 
supplement homework 

fellow Instrt^tcr 

fellow instructor 

fellow instructor ' 

pretests^ posttestA# attitude su^eyt 



appropriate 

more than suf<;iciei|ii 

very: ttigh " ^ - . 

50% 

0 



yes, in f uturytf -p og 




ISSTRUCTOR . IWFOTOIRTIOM 
First PLATO Contact 
U of X Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Progremmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Soured of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Year» at this College 
- Tenure 



U of I .staff 
none 
0 
0 

none 

Spring 75, Fall 75 

delf > fellow instructor 
15 

4+ 

yes 



^Texm beginning/end 



21^ 



IHTEIRVIEW SUMMARY — English Instructor #9 
General 

The effect of PLATO on students Is thus far undemonstratsd. While 
students seem to like PLATOi there is no' evidence that they do better as 
a result of it; perhaps to the contrary^ the control group in 099 is doing 
better than the PLATO* instructed group. ' ' ^\ . 

PLATO does not create classroom tiAe or fJtee. the instructor Jrom a 
heavy work load; it does change the nature of classroom time and does 
alter the hature^of the work of the instrucitor* 

PLATO pema^ the stodent to work in privacy at his own pacet but it 
may not: always hp available When needed. •Hpreoveri greater skill is 
required of teachers-authors than has been custf»tiarily shownv 

When it is working well, PLATO alters the role of student and teacher. 
The teacher becomes a consultant to the student and the student adcepta 
greater responsibility for establishing his own goals and for pursuing 
the means of accoi^plishing them. 

JJse , / 

PLATOwaeused as a replacement for Bcnedulad Qlass time. Assignments 
were made in terms of lesson content and class conteht and students were 
to work at their own pace. Only Sally ffallfice*s lesspns were used as was 
^her accompanying handbook. Ms* Wallace's lessons are particularly well 
suited to this audience since they were written especially for lUie 099 
course* Lessons by other faculty i^eemed more difficult and less appropriate 
to the course. Generally those lessons are best «diich exploit the unique 
characteristics of PLATO. The "handbook on a screen** i6 the leaBt & 
effective kind of lesson* ' ' 



^^^chanics and Administration 

Much of the administration of the course's PLATO contponent was 
delegated to S&lly Wallace *to permit the instructor to perform neotssary. ool*- 
lege administrative work* Ms* Wallace managed the course roster and selected 
the lessons and the order in which they wf re ,to be used* Becauif^ 'the PLATO 
requirement was scheduled early, no scheduling diffioulties oooumred. Mo 
mechanical problems prevented scheduled use* Perhaps more effective 
Scheduling of terminals has had some haicmful side effects* Vacant terminals 
may create indiff erencei greater competition for terminal tlmii might create 
correspondingly greater enthusiasm among users* 

Greater support for novice instructors would in^rove PLATO*fl use*' 
During plaTO's tiarly years i some instructors were disCJouraged from 
developing PLATO lessons by the indifference, if not outright hosU-lit^i 
of a few CERL staff members i and the reluntitemce of faculty to use PLATO 
is still'felt as a result of thos«,i first harsh experiences* Some still 
doubt that the required support for instructors unfamiliar With *PLATO would 
be freely available* ' 
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English Instructor . #^ continued 

Recoflgnendations \ ^ - r ; • 

PLATO can be imrproved by providing new lessons in writi^^ arid p^ychp-^ 
linguistics^ adding more'^exainples and problems ^ existing: l^ssons^ and'' ' 
expanding its use* The success rate" at answering quest;ions In the lessons 
should determine how many and what kind,, of additional exaiiiples and j^robl^p^^ 
the student needs to study. , ^ 

Students should be given class credit for the use of PLATOT Moreover^ ' 
there is no heed to use PIJ\T0 exclusively iinder the supe^cvision of an 
Instructor* A wise alternative would be'to use it much as a library^ 
as an open resource tiiat can be c|ueried at the student*s need. 



English Language skills ' ^ 

Accumulated use* See English Instructor #12 for usage distribution data* 
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IP NUMBER English Instructor #M 



, COURSg INFCfflHATIQt^ 
Name 
♦Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLAt6 ,Use 
Raster 
Curriculum 
Lesion Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



English ^Langua^e Skills 
' 32/ 

during class j 
' re\riew and practice 
: '^U of I staff " ^ 

' fellow 4ns^truCtor 

'fellow instructor * * 

yes » . ■ 

no ' ^ ' 



COTRSE gyAZJJATIQN - / 

Iievel of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons ' 
; 'Quality of Lessons 

V Lessons Previewed (approx*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would Yo,^ Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instiruct^ion 



no respond 
no response' 
no response 
no response 
no^ response 
no response 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATrON 
First PLATO Contact v 
U'Ot I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons. Designed . ^ 
PLATO Lessons Progranmied 
Release Time 
'Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
^ears Teaching ^ 
Years at this College 
' Tenure 



college PLATO staff, felOjow instructor ; 
none/ ! 

■0 ■ ; 

none . \ . 

Fall 75 ' . , 

S!elf , 3ite coordinator* fallow instructor , 

1 

no ■ 



*Tent^' beginnincf/end 
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ID MOMBER English Instructor #10 



' " Nam 



E INFORMATION 



Name - r 

♦Enrollment 
i Schedule 
FIATO 

jfoster 
Curriculum 
Lesson' Source 

.Lesson PreviaW^ 

J ' • 

ETS 



Composition - 1 (3 sections) ^ 

37/ (total 3 sections) 

no response ■ ^ ^ 

replace classwork^ review and practice i 
supplement hom^iork^ extra credit 

selfj college ]PIATO :^aff ^ U of I sl^aff 

self of I staff 

course catalog i fellow instructor^ 

U of t staff 

some 

no . ' 



COURSE EV^^LOATION 

Level of Lessons' 

Quantity, of Lessons 

Quality of 'Lessons 

% 'Lessens Previewed (apjjrox^j 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

ttould You^se Your Own Time 
to ImproVjB PLATO Instxiictioh 



appropriate 

more than sufficient 

high 

25% 

0 

yes 



IMSgRtrCTQR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension course 
PLATQ Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programned 
Release Time 
Prior "PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Yfears^ Teaching 
Years at this College 
■ Tenure 



college PLATO staff i fellow instructor 
none 

none ■ ^ 

Fall' 75 

* 

1self , .site coordinator, fellow instructor 
8 " . . 

no 



ERJC 



*Term beginning/en4 



235" 



214 



INTERVIEW SUMMARY — English Instructor #10 
General 

^ < Serving the same function as a lab^ PLATO makes both teaching and 
^ learning easier* PLATO is helpful ^ stUSlents of all abilities by 
forcing them to stick to the lesson^; reinforcing the material with 
immediate ^esponsesj and correc^^g without embarrassment* PLATO frees 
classroom tijne for discussion ar^/writing by eliminating drill« 

Its disadvantag^es are that the mechanics of the display may pre- 
occupy the sl^udent at the expense of the material* Neither can it 
anticipate all the questions that students might ask« Finally^ the graphics 
of , the' display may lim^t use to one hour at a time« In sum> PLATO can not 
replace text or teacher; it can supplement than* 

Use 

PLATO was used to replace ,class time in 101> ^02, aiid 099^ but -in dif-* 
fe;cent ways* The 101 class used PLATO twice weekly In one hoiir sessions; the 
102 class used !PLATO once a week in one-and-one-half hour sessions'! the 
^ 099 clas^ used PLATO once a week for one hour* fOI and 102 classes dis- 
cussed PLATO jbroblenis and difficulties al^ the next class period; 099 
students met in class discussion after PLATO use* 101 and 102 lessons 
were assigned as problem, areas arose or were anticipated! 099 lessons 
Vere chosen ahead of time to Correspond to Sally Wallace*s 099 Handbook 
of Lessons* 1:01 and 102 used writing for Occupational Education ; 099 used 
Saljly. Wallace's handbook* 

Lessons , y ^ 

Doris Barr*& lessons are best for 101 and 1Q2 classes and Sally 
Wallace's are best for 099* Lessons by othj^r authors were not usually 
:*used* LARS wa^ not used since it seemed to be set up inconveniently for 
the purposes of classes* 

' While the list of lessons is impressive ^ especially those in g^ammar^ 
many lesions need work* Particularly troublesome is the lack of. restarts 
fin lessons; students are annoyed when> after a mistake or interruption^ 
they must redo the entire lesson to get to the quiz* Among the pfurticularly 
good lessors are the lesson on footnoting and Sally Wallace^s lesson on 
sentence structure and parts of speech* 

Mechapicg and Administration ^ 

No real technical problems occurred although there was som« difficulty in 
scheduling a 1:00 p*m* class* Future problems will be avoided by scheduling 
classes As early. as possible* Mary Sliger helped get the course started 
since the instructor had no previjous experience with PLATO at the community 
college leveL* Assistance was always available in the terminal room foif ^ 
students who needed it* ' * ' 
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Englj^sh Instructor #10 — <:ontinued 



The instructor managed her own roster and curriculum with help from 
Mary Sliger. The course had no contact with ETS. * 

The instructor is entH^iastia in her approval of PIATO. ' She plans 
to use it again and believes it has made her career more enjoyable. 



Rec ommenda t ion . . • 

< Lesson mechanics should be improved and future lessons should be 
developed by the using teacher. Textbooks keyed to PLATO should be developed 
for each course. , ' " ' ^ 



English Language Skills 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 1*1 studerfts, ?5 hours. 



Rverage : 5-0 
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English Instructor #10 — continued 
Composition - 1 - 

I* 

Iff I. 
♦ ; 

5 - 



0 



■ n , n. I n . 



4^ 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 19 students, 73 hours. Rverage: 3.8 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 8 students, 17 hours. Rvcragc: 2.1 
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Usage distribution 

Tot a 1 5 : 1 0 st udent s , 33 hours . Rver age : 3.3 
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #11 

COURSE INFORHATIOM 
Name ■ 

^Enrollment 
' Schedule 
PLATO Use 

Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 

ETS ' 

COURSE EVALUATION 

^ Level of Lessons 

' Quantity of Lessons, 

Quality of Lessons 

%' Lessons Previewed (approx*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Vour Own' Time 
to Improv^ PLATO Instruction 

■ INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 

Prior PLATO Use ' 
Source of PLATO' Training 
years Teaching 
Years at this College 
' Tenure 



• 

English Language Skills: ,. 
12/12 " 
during class 

replace clas^work^ r^eview and practice 
supplement hdmework ' 

self . - - , 

fellow instructor 

U of X staff, 'fellow instructor 

yes 

no ' 



appropriate 

less than sufficient 

high 

100% 

0 

no 



college PLATO staff 

none 

0 t 

0 

none 
Fall 75 

U of I atoff,\.£ellow instructor 

5 " 
0 

no 



*Tena beginning/end 
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^JITpRVIEW SUMMARY English Instructor #11 

General ' - ^ ^ 

* i 
The instructor is teaching a- remedial course in English and holds a 
mixed opinion of the^value of PLATO for his students. He is new to both 
th^ school and to PIATO^ and acknowledges that> with greater experience > 
he would plan his «use of PLATO differently. 

PLATO may be useful to all students > but it is especially helpful to 
poorly motivated students in need of remedial work and troubled by indi- 
vidual problems — including non-standard dialect and "telegraphic" 
styles for it permits them to work at their own. pace on material 
designed f or .them^ For this student PLATO is a better study aid than 
other audio-visual mediae workbooks^ lectures > class discussion or heme- 
work. PLATO encourages students to do drill exercises they would other- 
wise resist. ^ 

■ 

PLATO -lessons may^ however^ be too dogmatic on certain poijuts of 
granmar or style; the instructor especially notes a lesson's insistence^ 
on distinguishing "wait for" from "wait on." Moreover^ PLATO may create a 
false sense of accomplishment. The .ability to recognize error or analyze ^ 
styles does not automatically guarantee facility or fluency in producing 
sentences or pwagraphs.- 

Finally^ while PLATO may be better tl>an other forms of mechanical 
instruction or classroom work^ it may not be as effective for the remedial 
student as a human tutor > who is less impersonal and has greater flexibility 
in recognizing problems and adapting materials to individual problems. 

Use t 

. 

The class met twice weekly for two hours each session. One class each 
week was devoted to the use of PLATO.' Since only twelve students werc^ 
enrolled^ access to tejoninals was not a problem even when terminals mal^ 
functioned* PLATO lessons were supplemented by lectures and by handouts 
distributed to be don^ for the next class. 

Lessons 

No commercial text was used. PLATO lessons were supplemented by 
100 pages of offset materials handed out Ln class. Only the PLATO lessons 
of a single author^ Sally Wallace^ were, used; the supplementary materials 
were prepared by the ilnstructor and by Sally Wallace. Although the 
instructor considered using LARS lessons for better students > he felt that 
only the l^essons of Sally Wallace were reliable eipugh for use for his 
class. Some of Wallace*s lessons^ particularly those on copulative ve^bs 
ahd passives^ were brilliant. 

The instructor felt that the quality of lessons not by Wallace were 
too unreliable to be of value to him. Prominent problems were distracting 
programming errors^ unnecessarily complicated explanations^ arbitrary and 



240 




219 



English Instructor #11 continued 

unjustified prescription^ and tests which permitted the student to 
continue or stop without Indicating why he had succeeded or failM. Most 
lessons would be improved by the addition of more ,exan\plea: and pr^tice 
problems. 

Mechanics and Administration ^ 

^ 

KG serious mechanical problems occurred. The instructor managed the 
class roster and a fellow Instructor the curriculum. Other college 
faculty and CERL staff provided technical assistance. The course had no 
contact with ETS. 

Recommendations 



Class should be 1-1/2 to_2 hours long to make best use of PLATO. Time 
should be allotted both Ipefore and after PLATO to prepare for and discuss 
the lesson. If that is not possible^ the first hour of a two hour session 
should be used to prepare for the PLATO lesson. 

Future lessons should be developed by students ^Jtid faculty jointly. 



English Language Skills 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 16 students, 54 hours* 



Average : 3.4 
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #12 



C00H3E IHFORMATIOH 

Name 
^Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson, Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



English Language Skills ( 
40/20 

during class 

review and practice^ supjplement homewprk 

sdlf 

self 

uses own lessons> fellow staff members , 
yes 

attitude surve]^ 



COURSE EVALUATIOH 

L&vel of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessens 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Vour Own Time: . 
to Xnqsrova PLATO Instruction 

"IH^TRUCTOR IHFORMATIOH 
Fitat PLATO Contact 
U of X Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Progranmed 
Release Time 

s 

Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
' Tenure 



appropriate 

Sufficient 

very high 

100% 

0 

yes 



college PLATO staff 
jione 
5+ 

5+ . . 

Fall 72 - Pall 7^ (6 hours per term) 

Fall 73 - Fall 75 

seXf^ site coordinator, U of ^ 'sitaff 

8 

4 

yes 



*Term beginning/end 
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IN^TERVIEW SUMJlftRY 7- English Instructor #12 
General 

PUVTO helps all students but is Invaluable to poor students for it 
lets them work at their own speed in privacy and without embaurrassm^t* 
Students enjoy using PLATO and enjoying it inqptoves their attitude toward^ 
class. It may even help retain those who would otherwise drqp out* 
Finally, PLATO assumes the tasks of drill and individual instruction 
that formerly belonged to the teacher and frees the teacher to do 
work which PLATO can not do. 

Uge 

PLATO is used in dne of the instructor's two sections on remedial 
English. PLATO replaces lecture and class discussion one period each 
week. Usually, PLATO is used in the last session of the week to recapitu"' 
late and culminate the week*s work. 

The lessons are self-contained and have been written by the instructor* 
Used in this way, PLATO is superior to class lecture, to class drill, and 
to tutoring* She envisions no change in the use of PLATO. 

Lessons ^ ' ^ * . ' . 

The 'instructor authored her own lessons which she uses almost 
excljisively. She has spent much time working on the ^tyle of her lessons 
and she feels the students like them and respond well to them. She has 
prepared*^ text. Essential English , which is an outgrowth of the PLATO 
lessons to accompany them and to give the students a jierm^nent record 
of some material in the lessons. Topics in mechanics be^l^ suit PLATO, 
Including lessons in parts of speech, punctuation and prt)noun case. 
PLATO is not well suited to teaching or evaluating composition* Finally, 
some lessons need revision to debug mechanical problems and ^ eliminate 
dullness. The instructor added lessons on bibliography and footnotes to 
her own roster of lessons* 

Mechanics and Administration * " 

With the exception of one thirty minute breakdown, no mechanical 
problems were encountered and no scheduling problems occurred. Professional 
help from CHRL and college staff was great; Bob Grandey, Doris Barr, 
Bob Veager, and Jim Kraatz were particularly helpful. The instructor 
managed her own curriculxim and roster. 

The non^PLATO section wa^ an ETS control group. She did not use the 
pretext and used her own £inal. The attitude survey was completed early 
in the term* The instructor feels that PLATO has had a great impact on 
her teaching; it has made £t more efficient and interesting* 
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English-* Instructor #12 — continued 
Recommendations 

The use of PLATO in substantially the same way should be i'tioreased 
in schools and colleges* PLATO in the home as a study. aid is desirfJble 
but not immediately possible « More effort should be spent debugging 
lessons and Improving their general quality » 



English Language Skills 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 42 students, 120 hours. Average: 2.9 
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ifa MUMBER English Instructor #13 



COURSE IHgQRMATIOM 

♦Enrollment 
Schqf3ule 

PIATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
hLesson Preview 
ETS . 



English^ Langruage Skills 
10/ ^ * 

during class; outMde of class> terminals 
not reserved 

replace classwork^ review and practice 

no response 

no response 

fellow instructor 

yes 

no 



COURSE EVALUATIOM ^ 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed {approx^) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve- PLATO Instruction 



no response 
no response 
no response 
no response 
no response^ 
no response 



IMSTRUCTOR IMFORMATIOM 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programned 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
2!enure 



fellow instructor 

none 

0 

0 

none 

Fall 75 

self 

11 

7 

yes 



*Term beginning/end 
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IKTERWIEW SUMMARY — English Instructor #13 
General 

Becauaa student^ in English 099 like the mfiJchcmt&ft-OfPIATO and the 
sense of power over ^^e machine that^PIATO produces^ 1;hey showed greater 
interest in the class. There is^ however^ no evidence that PLATO affected 
their performance greatly* Carry-over from PLATO to other work seems , 
slim; students could successfully con^slete PLATO lessons but fail class 
room quizzes on subjects structured similarly to the PLATo'material* 

PLATO does decrease the contact between the instructor and the student; 
in **giving one*s job up to the machine^** the instructor diminishes his 
opportimity to learn immeidi ate ly what problems trouble student?. This 
problem is ndt so'^great as to prevent this instructor from usin^ PLATO in 
the future* Scheduling the use of terminals mny create problems' that 
may limit PLATO'S effectiveness. 

r 

PLATO is better than audio^visuals^ which d9 nqt engage the student's 
attention; workbooks^ which they 4o not like; homework; and> in spite of 
its impermanance and non-'portabilityf probably lectures fpr ^99 'i^ixultots. 
It is equal to a classroom lecture> altlK)ugh tutor may be superio^:, 
PLATO can not ^ovide the person^to-^person contact th&t is necessax^?^*^d ' 
only a teacher can provide. 

Use and Lessons - * ^ ^ 

PLATO was used both to replace class time And to. supplement the class* 
room work. PLATO ^^essons were used to introduce material^ although in the 
fut^^ure it will be used more for review and practice. A fifteen to thirty 
minute introduction to the lesson in class, improves performance on PLATO. 

Sally Wallace*8 099 lessons were used. The accompanying handbook 
was used two to three times in class but was not otherwise used* Mot all 
the available 09^ lessons were used; lessons wore chosen to fit the syllabus 
closely and to address recognized student problems. All of Wallace*s 
lessons are comparable in quality^ although the lessons on verbs are 
particularly good* Soma lessons might profit from the deletion of en 
occasional confusing exanqDle. Vtim learning level of the lessons was right 
for the students bedause the lesspns were designed pl^rticularly for this 
course. 

^pics which suit PLATO best are those which can be'presented as a 
well organized body of material. Background grainmar lessons seem partiou-' 
larly well suited to PLATO and those available .were helpful. 

Mechanics and Administration ^ 

* 

A few mechanical problems arose but were not so inconvenient as to dis^ 
courage PLATO'S use* The instructor did not sphedule alternate activities 
for PLATO interruptions or failUres. Some scheduling conflicts were 
resolved by Bob Grandey« Grandey also established the initial course 
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ifcglish Instructor #13 — continued , * 

roster; the instructor added additional students when necessairy* The instruc- 
tor used the lessons available and took no active part in managing the ^ 
curriculum* . ' * ^ , 

The course had no EtS contact* . . 

Reccitpendatibn^ " * . . . 

• ' . ^ * 

If PiSiTO can demonstrate that it produces Mgnifrcant resiilts, the 

.tfeachQr would like to see more v#eil structured bodies of material pre-. ' 

pared. Sh^ Wbuld' herself consider designing- a 'series of lessons on 

figurative language for literature students^ including lessons, on metaphor 

and ^imile> and on paragraphing. ■ ' , ■. -' 



English Language Skills 
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Usage distribution ' . 

Totals: . 38 studerrts, 73 hours. Average: 1.9 
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ID HDMBBR | English Instructor #14 

i 



COURSE INF(i)RMaTION 
Name | 
♦Enrollment 
S<!hedule| « 
PXATO,Us^ 
I 

Roster i 
Curriculum 
Lesson S<i>urce 
Lesson Pjfevlew 
BTS ! 

Level of i Lessons 

Quantltry of Lessons 

Qtiality of 'Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx-) 

Sessions Affected by Eailute 

Would You Use Your Own Tijiie 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



Epglish Language Skills , . 

8/8 i 

during class ! 

replace classwork> review and practice^ 
supplement homework^^_ 

self 

I 

fellow instructor ; 

fellow instructor 

yes 

no [ ■■ 



appropriate 

sufficient 

high 

50% 

0 

no 



INSTRQgTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I ^ctension Course 
BLATO Lessons Designed 
. PliATO I^ipsons Programed 
Release T'ime 

. Prior P'LA!K>. Use 

source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

YearS at this College 

• ■ Tenure 



fellow instructor 1 

'i 

none 

0 ' ' 

none 

Fall 75 . ^ 

self> site coordinator> fellow' instructor 

r 

6 ^ 
1/2 

no ' * ' 



*Temi beginning/encl 
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IKTB3iVIEW SUMMARY,.-- English Instructor #14 
No interview conducted* 



English Language ^Skills 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 9 students, S5 hours. 



Rverage : 6.1 
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* ID HUMBER Enqlish Instructor #15 






* • 
COURSE INFORMATION 

N^e 


. ■ 

English Language Skills (2 Sections) 


* 


^Enrollment 






Schedule 


outside of class » terminals not reserved 




PLATO Use: 


extra credit 




^ Roster \ 


* 

self 




Curriculum 


U of I staff 




Lesson tSour'ce 


U of I staff 




Lesson Preview 


yes 




ETS . 


no 




* COURSE Evaluation 






Level of Lessons 


appropriate 




Quantity of Lessons ; 


more than sufficient 




Quality of Lessons 


high -\ 




% tessons Previewed (approst*) 


50% 




Sessions Affected by F^iilxire <^ 


0 




wouiQ xou use xour jjwn 4^24118 


yes 




to Imp'^ove PLATO Instruction 






INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 






First PLATO Contact 


college PLATO staff 




U of I^ Extension Course 


none 




, PLATO Lessons Designed 


0 . ' 




PLATO Lessons Programmed 


0 




Hele^ase Tinne 


none 




Prior PLATO use 


Spring 74 - Fall "^75 




Source of PLATO Training 


site coordinator > asst site coordinator 




^ Years Teaching 


4 • , 




Years at this College 


2 




' Tenure 






^ *TeJnn pegih|iing/end 

'\' fvV-^^:,,.: 






* 






J » . . ' . 4 
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ISTEFVIEW SDMMRRY ~ English Instructor #15 
No interview conducted. 




Language Skills 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: .21 students, 87 hours. Average: 4.1 
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Totals: 18 students, 33 hours. Rverage: 1.8 
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ID HUMBER English Instructor #16 

COORSE IMFORMATIOtl 
Name . ! 
^Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
£tS 

COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% X^essons Previewed (approxO 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would Vou Use Vour Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR XMFORMATIOH 
First PLATO Contact 
U of X Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Prograunmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source 'Of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching » 
, Years at this College 
* Tenure 

*Tenn beginning/end 

ERLC 



English Language Skills 

it 

23/ 

during class> as available 
review and practice 
selfi asst site coordinator 
self 

course catalog 
some * 

pretests, posttests, attitude surveys 
# 

no response 
no response 
no response 
no response 
no response 
no response 



U of 1 staff 

Spring 75, Jordan, intro 

1 

0 

none " 
Fall 75 

credit course, self, U of I staff 

11 ' ; 

3 

yes 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — English Instructor #16 

General ■ . 

f 

It 'Is too soon to tsll the effect of PLATO, on student achievement^ 
although better students have coinpletod more work on PLATO than have sloiyer 
students « Most students appeaur to like PLATO> for attendance is betted on^ 
PLATO dayst Most feel that it is something extra in their education^ a 
better teGlmi<|uet One student^ however^ found it hard to sign onjf 
PLATO'S great strength is that it provides individualization of instruction 
and pace for each student* Its disadvantage is that it provides less feed- 
back to the instructor who may have difficulty keeping track of where each 
student is* 

PLATO is better than audio-visual aids^ drills programmed learning^ 
emd tutors* It ranks lower in. comparison to almost all other media* 

■ 

Use and Lessons 

PLATO was used duririg classtime for review and practice in this class 
in English 100* It was recommended to students that they use ift as needed 
and as terminals were available on their own. 

The course used Functional English for Writers > a workbook-text. PLATO 
lessons were selected from the on-line index to confoinn to the syllabus and 
the presentation of the text* 

Topics in grammar are best for PLATO including sentence fragments, 
run-oh sentences, internal punctuation, subject^erb agreement, spelling., 
usage, and plurals* Although the instructor has not reviewed 411 lessons, 
those which provide personal reference, that is^ the naine of the student, 
and good visual presentation and movement are best* Lessons on the* use of 
the comma and upon identifying direct objects were also identified as 
particularly good* Lessons in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation 
also most easily fit the syllabus of the course* For this paurticular class 
reading skills required in some lessons challenged the class, which was 
composed of many students who do not read well or*fbllow instructions* 

In the future, more branches of the City Colleges of Chicago English 
departments should participate irt lesson development* New lessons in 
sentence patterns and in adjective-adverb-noun clauses should be added* 

Mechanics and Administration 

The only mechanical problem was the occasional malfunction of a single 
terminal and there were no scheduling' difficulties; in fact, the instructor 
had to cancel a PLATO session to use the time for classroom work oh sentence 
patterns* 
1 

The instructor managed the curriculum and roster of the class *nd 
received general help in the use of PLATO from Jim Williamson and Errol 
Magidson* ^ 4 * 
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English Instructor #16 — continued - - 

The course had no contact withlETS. 

PIATO is an availaible teaching! aid with which^the instructor feels 
ccmifortable; he hopes that its«9eneral effect is beneficial and that 
students emd teachers are less intimidated by it in the future. 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 22 students, 112 hours. Average: 5.1 
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ID NUMBER English Instructor .#17 



OOORSE IHFORMftTION 

Hame 
;*EnroXlmant 

Schedule 

PIATO Use 

Roster 

CurrioaXum 

Lesson Source 

Lesson Preview 
. ETS 



English ]((anguage Skills 
24/23 

during o3:ass 

review and practice i supplement homeworlc 
seXf^ site coordinator 
site coordinator 

course catalog^ college PLATO staff 
no 

pretests, posbtests, attitude surveys 



COURSE EVALPATIOM 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

WbuXd You Use ITour Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



too easy to easy 
more than sufficient 
average to high 
0 

2 

no 



IM3TRPCT0R IMFORMATIOM 
First PLATO Contact 
U of X Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programed 
ReXease Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of VX^TO Training 
years Teaching 
years at this College 
Tenure 



college PLATO staff 
none 



none 

Fall 74 - Fall 75 
site coordinator 
no response 



yes 



*Terro beginning/end 
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #17 

COroSE IHFORMATIOM 
Name- 
♦Enrollment 
Schedule 
PIATO use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lttttson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



■ ^ 

■ \ 



Composition - 1 
^23/ 

dtiring class - * 
review and piractice^ supplevtent homework 
self> site coordinator 
site coordinator 

course catal09> college PLATO staff 
no 

pretests> posttests^ attitude surveys 



COURSE EVAmATIOH 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lassonii 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (npprax.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would Vou Use Vour Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction" 



easy 

inore than sufficient 

average 

0 

0 

no 



INSTRUCrqR IHFORMATtOM 
First PLATO Contact 
0 of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Progranmed 
Release tW« 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO ^^r^ii>ing 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
^ Tenure 



college PLATO staff 

none ^ * 

0 

0 

nonft 

Fall 74 - Fall 75 
site coordinator 
no response 
5 

yea 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — English Instructor #17 
General 

Most students are enthusiastic users of PLATO^ although in this course 
those students who had already comprehended the material on' mechanics and 
parts of speech lUted PLATO instruction the least. Those students may find 
PLATO too easy and may prefer the challenge of workbooks* Those same 
capable students^ however, performed best on PLATO, although two or three 
other conscientious students did equally well* Students without much 
knowledge/of grammar liked PLATO; some admittedly 6howe<^ no'progress, but 
the sOTie students were unable to work effectively from a text* PLATO can 
provide an alternate and, frequently, simpler presentation of the teacher's 
materials in addition to providing reinforcement and encouraging drill* 
For its purposes, PLATO is better than workbooks or programmed learning! 
its effectiveness is equal to other forms of media* In sum, PLATO is 
useful but it is not a panacea for the teacher's problems* Some students 
still do not know the parts of speech even after three or four weeks of 
PLATO instruction* 

Use and Lessons 

PLATO was used during classtime for review and practice and to supple-^ 
ment homework in English 100 and English 101* ltd use seems satisfactory 
and would not be changed in future sections of the same courses* 

The class in English 100 used Functional English .for Writers for 'their 
text; 101 students used Harbrace Handbook , seventh edition. Supplemented by 
worksheets* PLATO lessons were selected to match the syllabi of the courses* 
The instructor determined the topic she wanted to use on PLATO and Jim 
Williamson ^fielected the appropriate lessons* Topics which best suit PLATO 
are basic concepts* The best lessons available are those on paragraphing, 
kinds of sentences, and paragraphs and clauses* Host of the available 
lessons seemed to use PLATO 's unique characteristics well* Although 
individual lessons could not be named, many of the PLATO lessons seemed too 
simple for the class* 

In the future > teachers who use PLATO regularly should suggest improve- 
ments in the leasons through the various course committees l teachers should 
actively participate in the design of lessons* Lessons should be daveloped^ 
for expository writing, including lessons on thesis sentences and the 
organization of longer papers* ^ 

Mechanics and Administration 

* 

Two or three system crashes interrupted the classes' work although 
the students remained in the carrels* Only one failure caused the dismissal 
of the class five minutes early* Scheduling the classes was not a problem* 

Jim Williamson managed the roster for the classes and selected the 
PLATO lessons which matched the course syllabi and the needfa of the classes 
as established by the instructor. Errol Magidson, jim Williamson, and 
Sanford Rush helped solve general problems with PLATO* 

26 7 
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English Instructor #17 — continued 
Only the ETS pretest was given. 



Theoretically at leasts PLATO should Btake the teteher^s job easier^ 
but in practice it does not seem to make nnich difference. It has had 
littli^ inqi^lact on this instructor's classroom teaching and none upon her 
ceuceer. 
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Totals:' 23 students, 137 hours. Average: 6.0 
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #18 



COURSE INFORMRTION 

♦Enrolljiient 
Schedule 
PIATO Use 

Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



English lai^uage Skills ' 
27/16 

during clas^ 

replace clas^work/>review ai^ practice, 
supplement tiomework^ ^ 

self 

self ^' * 

course catalog > - 

'some' 

no ^ . 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons' 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approk.) 

Sessions A£fected by Failure 

Would Vou Use Vour Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Iilstruction 



appropiriate 

more than sufficient 

high 

50% 

1 

yes 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programned 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at this College 

Tenure 



college PLATO staff 
Spring 75, Jordan, intro 
0 




credit course, U of I staff, site 
coordinator, asst site coordinator 

4 

2 

no 
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IHTERVIEW SUMMARY ™ 'English^ Instructor #18 

General , 

PLATO 1b useful but not without Its difficulties as a teaching aid. 
Students seem to recognlzeva need for the. kind of Instruction PLATO provides 
emd participation Is heavy^ but slower students l^^e It less and many com-^/^ 
plain they get nothing out of a piatO ^lesson. The PI#ATO class tends to 
pb^gress more slowly sjlnce those having difficulty have to repeat lessons 
emd because use of PIATO causes one day per week to be lost from normal 
class instruction. More^ver> the Instructor had some diffioultie? qeelng 
the pertinence of PLATO instruction to' work in the classroom. PLATO can 
take over the teacher's work load of review and drills emd therefore fre$s 
the Instructor for other work* Unfortunately^ there are not enough terminals 
for all students in all classes. Additionally/ some- bad lessons and the 
difficulties of typing hamper some students. 

PLATO is a better aid than workbooks > texts > programmed learning > or 
tutors. It'ls not as siccessful as homework^ class drills or class dis-* 
cusslon* It is approximately^ equal to audlo--vlsuals and laboratory*' 

* - 

Use and Lessons ^ ^' 

PLATO was usad in an English 10^6 class to replace in-^class review and 
practice and to supplement homework* Classtlme was scheduled for PLATO 
use* 

The class used the text Functional English for Wjciters ^ Form B. 
Appropriate lessons were selected j^rom the on-line index. 

'Topics in spelling and descriptive grammar fit PL^^TO; literature does 
not. The Instructor found no available lessPns partlculeurly distinguished > 
but found that the Spelling lessons peurtlcularly well' suited the syllabus 
of his course. The LARS lessons alt seemed to exploit PLATO*s capabilities 
well* The lesson requiring students to uxiscramble words to form sentences 
was too hard toip his class. More reading lessons need to be designed and 
lessons, need to provide more branching for stud|nts at the lowest level of 
accomplishment. In the future when problems arlss> teachers in the particular 
disciplines should design the lessons for thoss problems* 

Mechanics and Administration 4 

Neither mechanical nor scheduling problems occurred^ but some students * 
who wanted^ to use PLATO outside of class on at^ hs-avallabls basis found some 
dlfflcultyln obtaining a terminal. Jim Williamson entered the initial 
student- roater and the Instructor added othe£4. Th£) Instxuctor managed * 
the curriculum himself^ * * 

There was no ETS contact. ^ 

PLATO serves- as a constant reminder of" the continuing progress in 
pedagogical msthods. It will not replace teachers but it may encourage 
them to spend more time studying newer methods. 
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English Instructor, #^8 — continued 
English Language Skills 
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ID MKMBER Engfish Insticuctq): #19 



4 



COURSE INFORMRTION 

r 

Name 

*EnroUment 
Schedule" 
PLATO Use 

ROStfT 

Curticulum 
Lesson Source. 
Lesson Preview 
ETS ^ 



English Language Skills . r 

-21/16 \ 

^during class^ as Available \ , 

replace classwork^ revleif^ and practice^ 
svgiplement homework 

asst site coordinator 

self * . 

course catalog 

some ^ 
pretests, posttests, attitude surveys 



COURSE EVALUATION 



Level of - Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.)^ 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropr late 

more than sufficient 

average 

25% . - 

yes. 



IMSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

First PLATO' Cpntact 

D of I Extension Cqurse 
^ PLATO Lessons Designed 

PLATO Lessons Programmed 

Release Time 

Prior PLATO Use ^ 

Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at this^ College 
■ Tenure 



college PLATO staff 

none * 

nQne 

Fall 73 - Fall 75 

site coordinator J U of I staff 

6 

2 1/^2 , . * 

yes 



^*Term beginning/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARV —English Instractor #19 
Nq interview conducted, 

Ertglish ^Language Skills 
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Totals: 28' students, 274* hours. Average! 9)6 



, ID HUMBER ^Englishl Instructgir #20 
COURSE INFORMATION 

^Enrollment 

Schedule. 

PLAT^ Use 
^ostei:" 
* Curriculum . 

Lesson Source 

Lesson Preview / 



OURSE EVALUATION 





Level o^ Lessons 
-^sSGantity t>f Lessons 



l^j<y o£ Lessons / 

\ V ' / 
% Lessons^^^reviewed .(apprax.y 



Sessiojtvs 



cted by Failure/ 



Would You .Us^^our Own. Time/ 
to Imparove\Pl^S^> Instruction 

S 




Language Skills (3 sections) 
54/53 (totel 3 sections) 
during class 

replace class^ Review and practice 
-asst site coordinator 
self, C of I staff 
course catalog 
yles ^ , , 

pretest^,' posttests, attitude surveys/ 



appropriate 

more than su^Eflcient 

high 

100% 

2 or 3 (total 3 sections) 
yes 



JMgTRUCTOR ^blFORWAn 

First PLATO jbontaqt^ 
0 of 1 Extension 
PLATO Lessons Designed.. \^ 
VfJiTO Lessons Prog:i:ammed 

il^ase Time 
?rior PLATO dse 
/source of P^TO Training 

' Years Teacmng 
Years 'at thils College 
Tenure 




U of I staff 

Spring 75, Jordan, intro 

5+ I 
0 

Spring 74^ Summer 74 
'^all 74 - Fall 75 

credit course, site coordinator | asst 
site coordinator,^ U of I staff 

20 - 

20 

yes 



*Term beginning/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMiVRY — English Instructor #20 

General . - \ 

It Is t^oo soon %p estimate the effect of PLZITO on achievement but 
minority student did not appear ta do as well with ^LATO as others^, 
although the sample size was too stnall to be reliable. PLATO seem^ to ^. 
be better for students of average and superior ability but, 'irrespective 
of -ability, students seem to like it. PIA70 offers <drill ahd practice in 
an unobjectionable wayi the student does not fear making a mistake for 
there is no shai(ie attached to failure." The Pouter, hofrever, causes 
prob!tem3 for soine; if a student/becomes stuck on a problem therie is no 
way to help him out. PLATO is ,^ better medium than workbooks, audio** 
visuals, class drills programmed learning^ or discussion. It may be the 
equal of a tutor but it is le^s satisfactory than lectures, textbook, or 
homework. 

Use and Lessons 

PLATO was used during classtime to replace some classiroom instruction 
and for review and practice. The instructor would not change the use of 
PLATO, although she might expand her .usage if more lessons in greater 
variety were 'available. • - i ' 

The texts for the course were Locke's Guide to Effective Study ^ \ 
the American Heritage Dictionary , and several programmed exercised in \ 
rhetoric' Students 'also u^ed the LARS router and PLATO lesson? selected 
from the printed catalog to /it the syllad^us of the course.' 

Topics in mechanics are best'suited tp PLATO, inoluding\bransition5, 
summaries, and matching details with topic sentences. The instructor 
identified the lesson on qviotations by *fearr and Thompson as particularly 
good as well as the lesson on subordinate clause sjbructure. Barr*5 
animated lessons are particularly good because they hold class interest. 
PLAT0*s unique capabilities are best displayed in Barr*s animated lessons, 
'in the instructor *0 own lesson on quotations, and in the lesson on subject- 
verb agreement. Lessons in mechanics, sentence structure, and punctuation 
best fit the instructor's syllabus. The instructor especially singled out 
the spelling lessons as uiihelpful. ^ 

In the future, lessons should be developed under the supervision of a 
committee of interested teachers who can oversee suggestions and work*in*- ' 
progress to keep out the idiosyncratic in place of universal appeal. 
Additional lessons should -be prepared on the distinction between quotations 
and italicizations, on transitions, and on vocabulary items that stress 
present formation of words rather than etmological origins. The router 
should be improved to let students^ repeat matetial on which they need 
add itidnal practice. Moreover, some lessons. 'Should be improved with better 
doxections on each frame. 
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'English Instructor #20 — continued 
Mechanics* and Administration 



*a3iere were few mechanical probl^s this semester in*^contrast to pre- 
vious terms. Most difficulties thts term were caused by* terminal maintenance. 
IJ^ere was no *total system failirre,- No scheduling problems arose,- 

^an Meers managed the class roster bui^ thg instructor is capable ot 
doing so. Meers and Richard Neapolitan provided assistance with PI-ftTO. 

, ETS tests and attitude survey were given and prwoked more favorable 
re^Eponse from students than was expected. 

• 

PLATO will not revolutionize the academic world. It will not replace 
teachers, although it may affect tutoring. It has enabled her to avoid the 
unenjoyable work of grammay and the necessary drill in class. On the whole, 
PIATO has made her feel more professional. 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 23 students, 12.9 hours. Average : 5.6 
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EngXisli Instructor #20 — continued 
English Language Skills • 
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ID NUMBER 



^ngllsh Instructor #21 



COURSE INFORMATIOH 
Name 
^Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS < 



EngLi^ Language Skills (2. sections) 

48/38^total 2 sections) ^ 

during class ^ 

replace classwork 

self 

self 

U of I staff 
yes 

pretests > posttests> attitude surveys 



COURSE EVRLOATJON 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PiAtO Instruction 



appropriate * 

more than sufficieojbg^^' 

average 

100% 

2 (total 2 sections) 
yes 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of ^I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLKto Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLA^O Training 

Years T^f^hing 
Years at this College 
Tenure 



college PLATO staff 
Spring 75, Jordan, intro 
1 
0 

Spring 75 
Spring 75> Fall 75 

credit course> site coordinator, ^f^llow 
instructor 

20 

11 

yes 



*Term beginning/end 



ERJC. 
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INOJERVIEW SUMMARY — English Instructor #21 
General 

PLATO Is not cleaurly more effective for slower 3tudents> but it is an 
important motivaitional aid and^sharper students seem to move faster on PLATO. 
There seems to be no correlation iSetween ability groups and attitude toward 
PLATO. A cross section of students s&em to like it and there is better 
attendance at PLATO sessions than at non-PLATO sessions. In all> students 
seem to like class more when they are able to usd pLATO* 

PXiATO's greatest strength is as an alternate form of education which 
provides motivation. Its greatest weakness is -that mechanical ^f^ilure or 
defective programming may w$iste valuable time* Present problems in the 
English router exacerbate this latter difficulty* PLATO is inferior only 
to- tutors and laboratory; it ranks higher than almost all other alternate 
forms of instruction^ including text^ decture> and class discussion. 

Use ^d Lessons 

PLATO v^s used during classtime to replace traditional classroom 
instruction and no change is contempl^ed in the future > although the " 
instructor might not use the router. 

In addition to PLATO> the course required Harbrace Handtook and dittoed 
handouts* As noted> the basic curriculum is provided by the lARS router^ 
although in the future the instructor might pick the lessons herself. » 

Topics in mechanics are best for diagnostic and supplementary instruc- 
tion. Some parts of Doris Barr's lessons were singled out as particularly 
good and the lesson on paragraph organization made the students think. 
Lessons on sentence structure seemed to use PLATO's cheuracteristics to 
best advantage* Topics in mechanics » bibliography^ footnc\tes> and logic 
best fit the instruclior ' s syllabus* Comments on learning level were restricted 
to an evaluation of the router. Some of its materials are too easy and some 
too long or difficult. Some students became hopelessly lost» spending as 
much as two weeks ori simple^aterials* 'specifically in pointy it is too 
much to expect students to get fifty items right on plurals 'or possessives 
before they can move on* 

In the future^ new materials should be developed in response to student 
needs with the assistance and advice of the PLATO English Editorial Board.. 
New lessons on paragraph development should be written^ especially a lesson 
asking students to^ identify and isolate the concrete details within a 
paragraph. Hew and existing lessons should be sublected to constant review 
to delete marginally important material. 

Mechanics and Administration 

Terminal malfi^nction and maintenance remained a problem this term but 
were not as bad as prior semester^* Either mechanical or programming' 
failure ^f the LARS router subjected students to the same lessons over and 
over ag^in. One total failure of the system > twenty minutes before the end 
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English Instructor #21 7~ continued 

* • * 

of the period, occuc^^ed but' alternate class materials were substituted. 
No scheduling problems, arose. 

^e instructor has taken an extension course in PLATO in Spring 1975> 
and sh6 managed her own curriculum and roster^ Tom Lenehen> Jim Williamson^ 
and hi Meers provided assistance in the use of PiATO. 

ETS pretests^ posttests> and attitude surveys were giyen. 'She objective 
/tests 2u:e fairly good in some^£u:ea^> although perhaps too difficult. 

^ As an auxiliary tool, PIATO will not replace the teacher. In this 
course, it has obliged the instructor to move more slowly in class and 
to think in smallpr units of material to be covered. EKPerience and coit(pe- 
tence in the use of PLATO may have resulted in the instructor's teaching 
more remedial courses than she might otherwise have. 
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ID NUMBER English Instructor ^|22 



cocjysi: ihformatioh 
Name ^ 
^Enrollment 
Schedule 

PIATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
*ETS 



English for Foreign students 
10/10 

during class; outside*, of class> terminals 
not reserved 

replace classwork^ replace homework 

self * * * 

"self, U of I staff 

course catalog 

yes . ' ^ 

no 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality o£ Lessons 

% Lessons Prftviewed (a^^prox*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Wpuld You Use Yout Own Time 
to Inu3rove PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 
su4y.ci^nt 
high 
100% 

1 

no 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO contact 
U of I Extension Course ^ 
PLATO Lassons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
yErior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 

r 

Years Teaching* 

Vears at this College 

Tenure p 



fellow instructor 

none 

0 

0 

none 

■ 

Pall 75 

site coordinator* asst site coordinator* 
U of I staff 

9 

8 

yea * ■ 



*Tena beginning/end 
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IKtEEHVlEW SUMMARY " English Instructor #22 
General v ' 

PLATO Is an effective medlinn for, English as a Second. Langudf/e Instruc- 
ttloni even for those who do not understand English well. , studehts seened 
to IDce It better, perhaps because It Is less tedious find because It offers 
no criticism which might be harsh or discouraging. The more able the student, 
the better he responds'^to PLATO. For the Instructor, PLATO elijninates the 
need for pencil, and paper correction* For the student. It provides self- 
PAclng^ and the freedom frcwn Intimidating correction. The. only disadvantage 
the instructor noted was that students sometimes forget their slgn^ons. 

PLftTO is not as satisfactory as a tutor or lab, and, possibly, not as 
satisfactory as homework, text, or programned learning. It is better than 
the other suggested media and forms of ir^structlon. , ' 

Use and I>essons 

PLATO was used during classtlme and out of classtime on a non-3chedul^ * 
basis to replace classroom instruction and to replace homework. ESL lessons 
were selected from the printed index and used in order. 

Topics presented' in the lessons ^esll** through *'esl7" suit PLATO. 
Lessons dealing with present and future tenses of verbs were singled out 
es particularly good. Lessons in the ESL series fit the lnstructo|:*s 
syllabus nicely arid the learning level has, so far, provoked no oomplalnts. ' 
The instructor notes, however, that the lessons in the ESL seri^^s did hot 
particularly effectively exploit the resources of PLATO and could profit 
from muah more animation. ^ * 

New ESL lessons should be prepared by City Colleges of Chicago 
teachers* NPw basic graimnar drills should be added and. present lessons 
ijnproved. More effective routing for the ESL lessons -would be of benefit. 

Mechanics and fldminlstration 

Although there were no total failures of the system, transmission 
lines once jammed. Moreover, students tended to forget necessa^ code 
words* Mhila no scheduling problems occurred, the Instructor would like 
to haye^ more tijne for the unscheduled use of PLATO* 

The instructor mamaged his own course roster and Jim Williamson 
provided help wl\en problems arose. 

The course had no contact with ETS* ^ 

PLATO elijninates a gc^ deal of drudgery from teaching and has made 
the instructor's classroom' work a good deal more easy* He foresees his 
possible Increased uajs of PLATO in the future. ' 
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English Instructor #22 — cgntlnued 
English for Foreign Students 
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ID NUMBER 



jBngllsh Instructor #23 



CfflJRSE INFORMRTIOW 
Hame- 

^Enrollmftnt 
Schedule 
PIATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS * i 



\ 



COURSE EVALUATIOW 

' Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons „ ^; 4 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own ^Slijcem 
to Improve PLATO Instru^ion 

IMSTRUCTOR XHFORMATIOH . 
First PlAto Contact 
U oi^ X Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designfd ^ 
PLATO Lessons Progxammed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching^ 
Years at this College 
Tenure 



Developm^tal Coroposition - 1 
20/20 

during class^ as available 
review and practice 
site coordinator * ^ 
* self 

'course catalog 
yes . 
no 



. appropriate 
more than sufficient 
high 
100% 

1 



yes 



fellow instructor ^ 
no response 
no response 
no response 
no response 

Fall 75 • ' ^ 

ftelf^ site coordinator^ asst site 
coordinator^ U of I staff 

.5 

5 

no 



*Tex7n beginning/end 
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ID NUMefiR Eng^is^InstructoV #23 



COURSE mgORHftTIO W 
Name ' 
♦Enrollment 
Schedule ^ 
PtATO Use 
yRosterV 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Composition - 1 (2 section^) 

40/40 (total 2 sections) 

during class> ^s available 
* 

teview^ and practice ' 
self 

se^f ' \ ' 
^^urse ca'^taiog 

yefs* 
* no - V 



COURSE EVALUftTION 

^ Level Qf Lessons , 

Quantitiy of 'Wessons 

Quality of Lessons ^ 

% Lessons Preview^ -(approx*) 

Sessions Affected hsy Fdi-lure 

Would You Use Your CKm TdLm^ 
:o Improve PLATO Instruction 



INSTRUCTOR ■ IHFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 



i 4 

V" 



^ U of I Extension Course 
PLATO LessoAs Designed.^ 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of\ PLATO Training 

* if 

Years Teaching 

Years at this College 

Tfentire 



r 



appropriate 

jnbre than sufficient 



high 
100% 

.1 * 
yes 



felibw. instructor 
no response 
no tresponse 

Tio response ^ \ 

■■ \ 

no response ^ , . 
Fall 75 

self^ si^e coordinator^ asst 
ooordina^r, U of~,I staff 

5 

no 



*Term 'beginning/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY .^-'English Instructor #23 



General 



PLATO se^s to have had- no influence on this Instructor's students | 
with the exception of four /Spanish speaking students who may have profit^ 
by it. As the novelty of PLATO wore off some students seeitied to be hampered 
by slow tj^ing and reading skills. Moreover^ students who did like.it did 
not necessarily demonstrate the skills they claimed they had learned on 
Plato. PLATO's greatest /advantage fs that it permits the instamctor to 
work independently with"jstudents while otheiis are performing routine drill 
assignments on PLATO. Its greatest disadvantage *is that it can ndt conduct 
a true dialogue vi^th the student. On the whole> the instructor r^nks PLATO 
as better than p,ecture/&rid equal to worfcbooks and drill and worse than 
other available insti:ixctional media. 

Use and 



The text for 
handouts and filnk. 
Williamson for tfte 
pick his own. lessor 



course was Creative Conpositions supp^^ented by 
Appropriate PLATO lessens were selected by Jim 
.nstructor.^ In the ,future,^the instrucfer plans to 
to supplement a new text English 32QQ . 



Topics in meahanics are best suited to presentation on PLATO^ 
although individual lessons were not identified as particul^ty^-^od or 
unsati^sfaptoiryf The instructor did npt single out any lessons as^sing 
PLATO's speCrial characteristics well. Lessons in mechanics best suit the 
instructor 's syllabus. Some lessons in the router^ especially those on 
sentence fo^ula|c:ion|\ seemed too difficult for his classes ajnd some of 
the pretests wex]^ misleading^ cont;aining examples he considered ambiguous. 



The instructor makes na recommendations for the improvement of« present 
lessons but he would like to see new lessons developed in analyzing the , 
structure of wrjiting> identifying key words in a paragraph^ and reading for 
comprehension. 

In the future, the instoju^tor would l^ke to use PtATO on an inqividual- 
,i^^ referral pasis^ establishing a sequence of courses fdr individual 
students to sgflve individyal )Drd€iems. ' ^ 



Mechanics and [Administration ^ 



■\ 



\ 



\ 



On two separate occasions there were total system failures but the 
instructor h^ irifterial prepared for alternate ihstructioij^ Nd scheduling^ 
problems arose. \ , - , ^ * 



The iTistructor managed his own roster and curriculum and Mr.ViTabba and 
Ms. Sweany Jlifovid^S^assistanc^ in the use of PLATO. . ' \ 

The course* had no ETS contact. 



The instructor concludes that PLATO mayAhave a ^bad influencd^n the 
teaching profession. He fears that in some dases it may repl^l^ j^achers. 
So far> it ,1r^s had no effect on his classroom work' and no effect 6n his 



^ career.! 
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English Instructor #23 — continued 
Developmental Compositioh 1 t 




hrs 



hrs 



, 1 
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IP MUMPER . English Instructor #24 

COURSE XHFQRHRTXQ H 
■ tiame 

. ^Enrollment 
Schedule 
PIATO Use > 
Roster 

Curri^culUm 
,*Lesson^ Soprcet^ 
Lesson Preview 



\ 



Developmental Ccroposition i1 
31/12 ;^ 1 

during c^ass . * - 

review and practice - 

site d^is^^dinatpr^*ass€ sxte^ coordinator ^ 
D of I staff.' ' ' ' * ^..^ — 



self, U of I staff ' . , 

^ - 

course ' ca'talog ^ ,^ ^ 

some * * ' ' V 

pretests, posttests, attitude surveys 



COURSE EVALUATION . . ' ' - 

T — ^ — : z — / " ^ 

' Level* of Lessons ^ ' ^' 
. Quantity of Lassorv^ 

* * - 

Quality' 9f Lesso^is 

% Lessons Previewed (approx/) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

^oul4 Vou Use Your Owa Time 
4o Improve PLATO Instruc^ipri 



n& opi^on 



1n6re tlian sufficient 
average ."^ . ^ 

less ttvan 2^% 
0 \ 
yes 



IWSTR0CTOR IHFORMATION , 

First PLATO Contact^ 
> U af^'X Exten*sion Course 
" PLAT9 Lessons Designed ' 
PLATO L^ssona Programmed 
Release Time 
^^^ripr PLATO Use ^ 
Source^of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years af this College 
' Tenure' ^ ^ - , i 



*Term beg*inning/end 



ERIC : - 



fellow instructor , 

no resjionse - ^ 

Tio response 

no response ' ^ , ' ' / 

no response ; 
Pall 75 

asst' site coordinator, U o^*X staff 

■ * I 
1 

no ' * 



278 



1 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — English Instructor #24 * 2' 

General 

PIATO must be considered a failure in thi3 inst:;uctor's classes. 
& non-volunteer for PIATO^ the instructor jtook over a class already in - 
■progress; his students were the least academically qualified and he was 
alarmed over the massive attrition in his PIATO class. porDover> students 
complained bitterly about tlie router and its endless ^repetition* Only ^ 
aboul; 50% of his -students could be coiint^d upon to attend the PIATO sessions 
in spite of the fact that, enthusiasm for PIATO was initially high. Under 
these circumstances^ it is diff icuJLt^ at the very leasts to estimate what 
ef*fect PLATO ma^ have had on achievement among his .students. Wt\lle PIATO 
may not be worse than a text^ prograimned learning^ or laboratory^ it is 
cli^arly no£ superior to any other form of instruction* 

Use ai^ Lessons • ^ ^ * - 

PLATO was usedatHE^ng classtime for review and practice. In the future 
PLATO should be made optx&nal\as a tutor for, those with> severe grannnar ' 
'.problems and who wish to^jiise it. ' ** ^ 

Fromm^'s The Art &f Loving ; Man's Search for Meaning ; and Wafiting Lab 
were the texts for the course. -PLATO lesson^ had a^lready beTen selectee^ > , \ 
by the previous ^|\structor. In the futur;e^ this teacher would, prefer to 
' ie^ ejsch ^student Choose £he lessons ^ich interest him*from a Js^oad- rar^e 
of possibilities/ * : * - ' 

^, The instructor Is too iHew ^o Pli&TO to^^know which topics and lessons 
best suit Pt^TO as a ^n^dium. He sqggest^ the topics in punctuation^ and 
that a septate optional: course ^in grammar mi^ht be set up on pLATOi^ 
Lessons on pun>7tuation and grammar beist^fit his syllabus and their learning 
l^vel' seemed appropriate' for hi:S class. PLATO lessors might prof itably 
be shorter to allow tiitle for class discussion-of the material. 

Mechanics and Administration 

No scheduling problems^ occurred, and there was^ only one tojtal failure 
of the system'. Hoivever^ the router failed to work for several students 
who were subjected to seemingly endless repetition of the same material^ 

Jim Williamson and MjLts Vamada managed the cla^s roster^ Williamson 
also provided regular PLATO assistance* 

■ 

ETS pretests^ posttests^ and attitude' surveys were given. 

PliATp has noix affected this teacher's classroom teachitKr nor his 
career; He* thinks it might be useful as 'an optional aid but it has been ^ 
most unsatisfactory as' an integral part of his coutse. ^ . 

■ ' " . ' . . \ ■■■ 
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English Instructor #24 continued 

) - ' 

Developmental Composition - 1 



* 

5 f 



n ■ n 



.n.n. 



•0 



8 



10 



12 



14 



16 



18 



Usage distrilput iort' 

Tot a 1 s : ZZ s1;udent s , 78 hoars . . R v«r age : 3.5 



2^0 
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ID HOftBER English' Instructor #25 



CODRSB INFOBMflTIOH 

Name 
^Enrolliltent 
^ Schedule 

PLATO Use 

Roster 

Currlculiim 

X^sson Source 

Lesson Preview ' 

ETS 



DevelopcEiental Composition - 1 
15/15 _ ^ 

during class^ as available 
replace^jdasiwork 
.a^lf J asst site coordinator 
self> U of X staff ' 
U of I staffs* course catalog 
no 
no 



COURSE EVAXJQATIQN ' ' ^ 

LevM of Lessons \ 

Quantity of Lesions 

Qualitj^ of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (app^ox*) 

Sessions AfjEected by Failure 

Ubuld You Use Your Qvfn Time 
' to Improve PLATO Instruction ^ 



appropriate 

niore than sufficient 

average 

100% 

ca. 1/3 

no 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

• First PLATO ContWt \ 

0 of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed" 
Release Time ' 
' Prior PLATO Use 

Source of PiLATO Training 
, Years Teaching, 
Years at this College 

* Tenure 



I 

college PLATO staff 
none. 

0 

none 

Spring 75, Fall 75* 
U of I staff ' 

2 

no 



*Tei?m beginning/end 
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V 
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INTERVIEW SUHMApy — English Instructor #25 
No interview conducted. 



Developmental Con)(position - 1 



rn 

u 

4-' , 

* y 



0 



•n I n . ,_ 



1« 



14 



16 ' U: 



Usa-^e •■J^i str lb '.it 1 'I'T'i . * 

Totals; 9 students, 19 hours, fiver age: 



2. 1 



-1 hr^ 



I 



\ 



ERIC ^ 
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ID NUMBER English instructor #26 



COURSE INFORMATION 
Name 

^EnroLlment 
Schedule *- 

PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Developmental Composition - 1 (2 sections) 
57/30 

during class: outside of class, terminals 
not reserved 

review and practice 

self, asst site coordinator 

self 

course catalog 

some . * 

pretests, posttests', attitude surveys 



' COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity^ df^ jf^ssons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessod^ Previewed ^approx.) 

Sessions. Affected by Failure 

Wou^d Vou Use Vour Own Time 
to ibttiprove PLATO Instructign 



too easy 

more than sufficient 
high \ 
50% 
0 

yes 



I NSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PfATO Contact 
O^of^I Extension Course^ 
^LATO LessOnst Designed 
PLATd Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 



\ 



Vlears Teacl^^ng 
I 

V0ar^ at this ^College 
Tenure ^ 



fellow instructor 



1 



none 



0 \ * 

0 

none * 

Fall 74 - Fall 75 



\ 



self, site coordinator, asat site coordi- 
nator, u of I st^flff, fellow instructor, 
others . ^ 



4 

2 

no 



*Term beginning/end 



28 b 
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J , 

. - ' ' ' ■ xfT 

INTBKVIEW SUMMRRJr — English Instructor #26 

f - * 

General 

* PLATO has provoked more achiev^ent In the past than it . has this 
semester* This Instructor saw some slow students use PLATO this past * . * 

Slammer to catch up to the rest of the class put^ng in many hours 
of their own time, but the same phenomenon has not occurred trite term. 
Moreover, the router may be^doing a ^sitive disservice; slower students 
have no one to e^lain their ^ifficultiesx, sharper students zip^ through * 
without appreciating the material^ and average studen:kd may know it alreeuiy. 
Moreover, there is no interpersonal relationship betWeen the student and 
the machine, and lessons frequently "do not tell why somethihg is wifjang — 
they simply provide a raw score* . Finally, in felfe router, students can not 
move-on to the next block when they^encounte^r in^^ssible difficulties nor 
can they sign off and return at th& same place at a later time, contrary* 
to the expectations of teachers*^ 

Use and Lessons 

The best topifss available are those on usag*^, pubject-verb agreement, 
and sentence structure. Aivbn^^the available les^ons^ "diction" is an 
excellent introduction to dictionary skills. Those .lessons use PIA^ most 
effectively .which explainychoices to students ^'and do not tolerate blind 
guessing. Non'-router lessons which the instructor t^ed last semester best 
fit his syllabus. In the future, lessons should be shorter and should 
provide graater explanation for mistakes. ' . * - 

/ ^ ' 

Mechanics and ft<^j:nistration i ^ 

No mechanical difficulties occu^r^d, unless the inflexible pi^ogram 
of the router system referred to abo\^e^ is considered to be mechanical. y 
No scheduling problems arose. Either thjp instructor or Joan Sweany entered 
the students for the class* Several faculty and staff mepbe£s provided 
assistance, * including J^oan Sweany, Mits Yamada, Barbara Geaither, and Jim . 
WilliaiftsoriL* ^ ■ ' ' 




ETS pretests and posttests were given, although changes in the class 
er meant that some students who |^ok j±e posttest had not previously 
^^e pretest J , ^ ^ ^ 



\ 



ho jtook t 
a which c 



While PLATO is a valuable aid which could be made^more .valuable b>t 
greater accessibility of inforttQition and. by better explanation, its 
technical unreliability and the pfi^sent state of its. materials, especially 

router, make it incapable of replacing a' teacher* It can have a positive 
effect if used properly and if working satisfactorily. It eliminates 
limitation to the text and can bring new perspectives into the class. 
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English Instructor #26 — continued 
Develojxnental Conpoeltion - 1 

P 

* 



5 -- 



IL 



n 



0 



8 



1« 12 M 16 18 20 ' 



Usage ' d i st r i but i on 

Totals:, 21 students, 42 hours. flY«rage: 2.0 



10 



5 



0 



JLXL 



8 



10 



12 



16 



Usage d i str i but i on 

Totals: 31 'students, 81 hours. Average: 



^ hrfe 



18 20 



2.6 



1 

\ 



\ ' 



\ 
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XD NUMBBR English Instructor #27 



CODRSE XMFOWAfXOM 
Name 

♦Enrollment 
SchBdule 
FIATO Use 
Roster 
* Curriculum - 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Developmental Composition 1 (2 sections) 
61/42 (total 2 sections) 
during class 

review and practice, supplement homework 

self : 

self 

course catalog; fellow instructor 
most * 
pretests,^ posttests, attitude surveys 



COURSE EVALUATIQH 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality*of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate ' 

less than sufficient:' 

very high / 

less than 100% 

0 ^ - 

yea * / 



\ 



XMSTRUCTOR IMFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact * 
U of X Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Pir^ogr^^mmed 
Release' Time ^ 
^rior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 



iU!ears TeachingT 
Veaj:8 at this College 
Tenure 



o^gi 



*T^rm beginning/end. ^ 



ERIC 



\ 



.A 



college PLATO staff 
none' 

9 

noqS **" 

Pall 73 -Hall 75 

self, site coordinator, asst Bite 
coordinator, fellow instructor * 



4 
4 
no 



\ 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — English Instructor ^ 27 
No ihterview conducted. " 

Developmental Composition 1 



4i 



S " 



0 



^ r 
5 



. n .n, n 

2 4 6' 8 r0 12 



14 



16 



18 



Usage distrit/Ut i^on ^ 

Totals: 27 students, 169 hours. 



■i — 



0 2 4 6 8 



Usage dis^iribution 



10 ,1£ 



14 .16 



Totals: 2il Atudents, 3? hours, ftverag$: 1 



^5 hot 



\ 



■\ 
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ID HOMBER English Instructor #28 



COURSE INFORMATION 




PIATO Use 
Hpstar 
Curriculum 
Iresson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 
* 

' C0UR3S EVAL UATION 

Level of :Ld^sons 

Quantlt^Cj^^Lassons 

Qualify of Lessons 

% Lesson JvPrevlewed (epprox.) 

Sessions Affected by Fellure 

WDUl^ You Pse Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instructl 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLAqx) Contact 
U of I Extension "Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PIATO Lessons Programmed 
Rslease Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
^ Years at this C6lJ.ege 
Tenure 



Developmental Composition - 1 

during class; ou^ide of class ^ terminals 
nofcxreseored 

review^ and pra^tice^ supplement homework^ 
self 
self 

course catalog 
some 

no / ' ~t 




fellow instructor 

none 

0 

0 

nonei 



V 

Fall 75 



e coprdli 



asst site coprdlnator , U of I staff 

1 « 
1 , 
no 



*Term beginning/end 



Id 

ERIC 



28:r 



\ 




INTERVIEW SUMMARY — English Instructor # 28 

J"' 

General 

PLATO has had no measurabley^f ect\on the achievement of the class*. 
ScHiQ Students- respond favorablw4;o PIATO\ especially the sharper students,* 
but PLATO use appears to cut c^arss attendance* PLATO is a better alter- 
native for classroom instruction than workBooks/ With PLATO the student 
must concentrate and must continue until heVbtains the right answer* 
Moreover, it provides a personalized inStruc^Ton that the'printed medi£ 
^an noto Its principal' disadvantages my lieNiif^^fe^mect^ or program- 
ming; students must re-^do exercisers that>^they ^ve complete When, they 
are interrupted or if they are Jtbt finished when\the class per^bb&^^nded. 
In general, PLATO is a better/alternate form of instruction than htmeWoirX? 
j>rogjfamined learning, or labo/atory« 



Ose and Lessons 

PLATO was used during 
of class to provide review 



) 

^lasstime and on a non-scheduled basl^ ^t^ide 
id practice and to supplem^ent homeworkv^ 



The text for the course, \ af* class in English 101, was Creative 

, ^^plemented by\the use. of'audio.^cassettes* PIjATO lessons 
to complement 



classwork and were chosen from the course 



were select 

catalog of PLATO lessons 

/ 

The best topics available aVe those on methodology, for example, - 
j^ibliogr^phy an4^ footnotes, and groimnar* Although ijie instructor has not 
evaluated all the lessons, the lessons^ ^oiT'fes true turing a sentence froia ' 
a string of words made the dtude^t^s think and required of th^ more 
activity than merely multiple p¥ioice« ^ That lesson also demonstrated the 
proper^ use of PLATO*s speciai^capabilitles* Graimnar exercises best fit 
the instructor's syllabus ahd the lessons in them were neither too diffi- 
cult npr too easy* / 




the future, the instructor would like to see PLATO lessons coordinated 
trials to be used in class in order to be abl^ to cover the ^opic 
s first before using PLATO for review and reinforcement* N^w ; - 
should be developed on identifying the parts of an essay, identifying 
entences, and analyzing logic* Such lessons, might be cast inl th^ 
skiXl games* 

Mechani<t;5 and Administration - 

n^.^chanical nor scheduling problems occurred* The instructor 
managed Iher ^wivcj^ss roster and curriculum^ sometimes with the help of 
Jim Willjian^son aii3^-^oaQ Sweany, both of whom' also provided general assis- 
tance in| the use of PLATCX* ^ ^ ► 

Because PLATO can not answer ui^lanned questloas^ it can not diispla'ce 
the teacher from- t^e classroom* ^ Xt utay have considerable affect, especially 
in the sciences, but rto date it has had no effect upon her catB^m ^ - 

■ ^ ° ' ' ' -v. 

The course had no contact'wijJtH^ ETS* 

i . M ■ * " 
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English^ instructor .^jp 28 — cohtinued 
Developmental Cbi^n^sltlon - 1 




10 



12 



\ 



14 



16 



1.8 



—I hr^ 

20 \ 



Usage -<l i st r i but i on 
Totals; 27 stCtdents, 72 hours. Rverage: • Z. 7, 



\ 



ERIC 
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ID_^UMBER English In3tructbp 

COURSE INFORMATION > 
Name * 
^Enrollment 
Schedule 

PLATO Use 

Rosiier 
Curriculum 
LessQn Source 
Lesson Preyiew 
,ETS 

JRSE EVALUATION 



269 



svel of Lessons 

lantity of Lessons . 

lality. of Lessons 

i Lessons Previewed (approx*) 

S^^sions Affected by Failure 

/wbuld You nse Your Own Time 
t|) Improve PLATO Instruction 

I 

INSTRUCTOR 'INFORMATION 



First PLATO Contact 
U pf I Extension Course 
PLATO'Lessons designed' ^ 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO -Use ' 
Source of PLATO Training 
Yealrs Teaching 
Years ^t this College 
^ Tenure 



Composition ^ 1 

24/24- 

during cd^ss; outride of crassi terminals 
not resei 

replace cl^swork, review and practice, 
repl^ice homwork 




self I s4t& 
site coorilinatx»i 



tor 

St site* coordinator 



f eliow'^lnst^ctor^ qourse catalog 



some 
no 



difficult 
sufficient 
average 

0 

no 



fellow instructor 9 
none 

1 (jointly with another instructor) 

none 

Fall 75 

'Site coordinator! asst site coordinator 

9 . ^ 

1/2 ^ ' 

no 



ERJC. 



*Terro beginning/end 
1 
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INTERVIEW SpMMARY ~ English Instructor* #29 



Compfcfeition r 1 



er|c 




hrs 



ID NUMBER English Instructor,,* 30 

•V 



COURSE IMFORMATJOM 

Name 
>EnrolXaient ' 
, Schedule 
. PIATO Use 

3riculum 
lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 




COmpojtitlon - 1 , ^ 

during class ^ , - ' 

replace classwork, supplement' homeworic 

self " " . 

self- . 

coarse catalog 

no * * ' 

pretests^ posttests^ at'tltude surveys 



COURSE EVAUJATIOM 

Level of Lessons . ^ ^ ■ 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

, Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve J^^^^ Instruction 

r ^-^ 

IHSTRUCTOR/lNFORHATIOH 




Flr^t FtiATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 

PIATO Lessons designed 
PIATO lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PIATO Use 
Source of PIATO Training 

Years^. Te^chli^g 

Yeajrs at this College 

Tenure 



appropriate 

jnore than sufficient 

high 

25% 

0 

no 




college PIATO staff 

Summer 72, Vldebeck« Intro i Fall 74 « 
Jordan^ Introi Spring 75, Jordan^ 
advanced^ 

0 

/ 

none ,y ^ ' ^ 

Spring 74 r Fall '75 " ^ / 

credit cou^sesjf site coorcty^to^ asst 
Site coordinatdFj U of I staiflF^^ 



*Term beg Inning/ end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — English Insta^Gttft. #3**,*^. 

General ^ * > . , 

Of the instxiictor's^cla^eSf^ that which^used PLATO acti^lly achieved 
X^BB, b^'t the sCudents enjoyed ti^ work more since they could: wbrk at their 
-*own pace* Some ten to twenty students liked PLATO better than other^forths 
' of instruction* Students who are less academically committed seem to like 
it more* PLATO.' s greatest strength is its capability for indiTtf'idualized 
assistance; it.s drawback is its mechanical difficulties, PLATO is better 
than a workbook^ audip*visual aids> laboratory^ or lecture but it is. not 
as* satisfactory as homework^ text> or class drill« It is difficult to 
comparg ^ other media* ^ ^. " 

U se and Lessons • * ' 

Three texts, the Harbrace Handbook * Patterns^of Exposition , and 
Vocabulary for the College Bound , ifere required* Students used the'router 
to select the lesson^ which addressed their individual needs* 

^ Topics in granmar and punctuation and general mechanics are bedt 
""suited to PLATO« Lessons on pronouns seemed to be^^he best since there 
seeflied to be ample material available for illustration* All the atrailzU^le 
lessons^ fit the course syllzU^us and none seemed too easy or tocf hard* All 
lessons h&ed..to be constitijtly reviewed and perhaps rewritten' to "aftedtatfaate 
differing pedai^oqical approaches* Moreover, reading lessons should be 
, .added* Other futu^^O^esson? should be witten to respond to identlf izU^f^e 
student needs* 

^ Mechanics and Administratioi 

Although thfcre were jio total^^^4f^^^^ system, sometimes^ students 

could not get the next frame to appew^and often instrfictions were lacking 
in the progratn^ ' Other than the f^$i:-:t^t an, 8:00 a*m* time-slot was not 
available, thei?e^ere no s^hedtfXXng problem^* Jim Willieunson helped to 
« enter the class ras^rr^:^he curriculum waa automatically "providM* Errol 
^ Hagidson, Bob Tayl^/Sa^ Jim* Williamson haVe assisted the instructor with 
">L^TO. 

pretests, X posttests, and attitude surveys were given*, While the 
instructor is happy that the tests ^ist, he does feel they hav^^ too many 
tjuestions for the time provided* x^^' 

PLATO will be well received in the profe3Sion generally* PLATO's 
assumption of the burden of teaching gramniar nksaiven the instructor a 
psychological rel^ief and has freed classt^ime for Qt)ier work, although 
PLATO has, so far, meuie no measurable impact on his career* 
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English Instructsor #30 — continued 
Composition - 1 



I 

It) 
* 



5 -.- 



J ■ n I 



J0 



8 



10 



12 



14 1 16 



18 



-H hrs 

20 ' 



Usage distribution \ 
Tota 1^ : 26 students , 50 ^ hours . Rverage : 1.9 



\ 



\ 
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ID miMBER English Instructor «3l 



COORSE IHFORMATIOH 

^EnrollRLant 
Schedule- 
PLATO UStt 
Jtoster 
Curriculum 
' Iiasson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Composition - 1 - 
30/22 

during class * 

replace classwork " 

asst site coordinator 

self, Site coordinator, U of I staff 

course catalog ' 

some 

j3retests> posttests» attitude surveys 



COURSE EVAnJATIQH 
Lftvel of Lessons 
Quantity of liassons 
Quality of Lessons 
% Lessons Previewed (apprcncj 
Sessions Af fectedjsy'f^lure 




WouldJftMrOse Your Own Time 
Improve PLATO Instruction 



INSTRUCTOR INFOfiHATIOH 
First PLATO Contact 
D of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Progranmed 
Helaase Tlma 
Prior PLATO Use 

Source ^of PLATO Training 

) 

Yea r s /teaching 
Ve^s at this College 
-^Tftnure 




fellow instiructor 
noi^e 

0 

none , 

Pall 74 - Fall 75 *- 

site coordinator* asst site "coordinator* 
0 of I stafr 

13 

13 

yes > 



*Tenn beginning/end 



ERIC 
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XHTjBRVXEW SUMMARY — English Instructor #31 
Ho injterviAw conducted. 



\ 



Composition - 1 
^ T 

1*^ 



5 -- 



IL 



II 



X 



A ' 1- 



0 



8 10 



12 



Usage distribution 

Totals: 25 students, 107 hours. 



H hrs 



14 16 18 20 



Average : -4.3 
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #^2 

COURSE INFORMATION 
Name 
*Enrollment 
Schedule 
PUTO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
LeBSon Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 
' % Lessons Previewed <approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would Vou Use Vour Own ^Time 
to Improve PIiATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Leseonfl Designed 
PLATO Levsons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
' Tenure 

*Tenn beginning/erKi 
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Composition - 1 

25/22 

during class ^ 

replace cl^sswotfc, review emd jaraetice 

self ■ \^ -■ 

self 

U of I staff 
yes 

pretests, posttests, /attitude surveys 
variable 

more than sufficient 

high 

50% 

1 

no 



fellow instructor 
none 

no response 

none 

Summer 75, Fall 7^ 
site coordinator 
8 
8 

yes 

\ 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — English Instructor .#32 
General' * * , . * i 



The infltience of PLaIo on achievement is mitUmal at best* It is 
better f or shairper students who are able to assimlate the XARS malierial 
easily,^ ^Attitude toward PLATp does not seem related to ability; acifoss 
the remge of abilities, some find it superior and an eqaal number '•cut*' 
class on PLATO days* PLATO's great advantage is that it i;^iQreases tljne foy 
individual work and teacher consultation, ^ditionally, it provides variety 
and it is more fun than a workbook* Its disadvantage is that its use does 
not fit neat:ly with ti^ scheduled hours providedt PLATO lessons frequently 
^^t^e- longer than the one^^hour increments assigned.^ Moreover, it is difficult 
to keep PLATO and nonrPLATO classes runn'ing^ together. PLATO is better than 
workbooks, audio-visuaj. aids, homework, or a text. Zt is not as satisfactory 
as lecture, tutors, or discussion and impossible to rank with drill or lab.* 




Use And \ Lessons 

\ . . 

PXtA^ was used dj^ing classtime to replace some^classro<:«i instruction 
and for reView and practice* In the future, the instructor wciuld like 
greater flexibility in his use of PLATO. would like to send .students as a 
class less o^ten aiv^ encourage casual jxee on an as-*nee<3ed bai^is in topics 
on Igt^Gic usa^e. ^ 

The texts for the course were Writiilg Apprenticeship , third edition, 
by Norman Britton and Ohe Flew Over the Cuckoo's H^st byKenKesey. Appro- 
priate PLATO lessons were Buggested by University of Illinois staff members. 
Lessons were selected to address the basic writing problems of English 101 
students. 

*^ . 

Topics in granvnar, mechanics, and usage that would normally be contained 
in a handbook are best suited to PLATO. Topic% in grammar best suit his 
syllabus. No lessons were too hard for his class but some were too' long, 
sClthough there is such a broad spectrum of ability eunong his students^ It is 
^iifficult to make a generalization about learning level. The lesson on 
edit;Lng^ a paragraph emploj^*i PLATO's special pharacterijitlcs most effectively. 

in the future, users should write the lessons with aininimum of 
supervisory ot administrative interference. Newer lesso^ should be 
developed on writing, especially on the term paper* <<^«uaQnt lessons need 
to.be made clearer, especially by the addition of more consistent dlriactions 
in the router. Students should be abl6 to exit the router i/i/hen the^^ *encoun^ 
ter impossible ^difficulties . Moreover > some router sequences are ^ too long. 
In general, specially selected\ lessons work more « effectively thap do router 
lessons. 

Mechanics and Administration 

' . . ' I* 

Qn^ total system failure occurred during the semest$r-aDd , on one Qcc^sion^ 
there was no technical assistant in the laboratory for an 8t00 a.m« class* « 
Addi{:ionally^^ne student had trotxble Signing in and wit^ her pass{«6rd. 
AXterttate^^jiAterial was prepared Jj^ the event of a PLATO failure. l}o 
slgni^i<^ant scheduling problems occurred. * * 
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English Insjbructor #32 " continusd 



instructor managed his own coursa roster and cmrriculum; Jim 
WiXi^iainBon and Rita Silveri supplied additional help using PLATO* 

£1!S tests Wtere given and^ the Instructor ia w^l satisfied with the 
tests* 



^e effect of PLATO on tho teaching profession may be minimal^ perhaps 
limited to supplementing the text and replacing workbooks* It has not ^ 
aignifioemtly/acff ected his classroom work apd» on the wjfioXe> has had little 
effect on his cteeer* 



Composition - 1 



It 



5 -- 



0 



■f-tJ-' 1 ' 1 — ^-^4- L. 



H ' — I hrs 



tlsag-s --li str ibut ion 

Totals: 25 students, V47 h-ur^. Average: 4.7 

... / V . ■ 



/ 



V ' ^ • . 
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #33 



CQURSfi IWFQHMATIOH 

^Enrollment 
Schedule ^ 
PLATO Use F 

it 

\ 

1 

Roster 
Curriculum 
tesson Source . 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

COUSSE BVALUATIOtl 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Xiessons 

Quality of tesson$ 

%^e3Sons Previewed (approx.) 

rsessions A*ffected by Failure 

^ WtJuld You Use Your Own Time 
td Improve PLATO Instruction 



■7' 




-Coinpositiqn - 1^^2__S£&tions}- 

^ ~ 55/67 ^total 2 sections) 

^ during class 

repla^fe^^relaSswork/- review and practice 
sqpplcmentHiomewDrk ' " ^ 

. self 

self ; . 

instructor's own lessoria^ 
yes"" I . 

pretests, posttests, attitude surveys 



appropriate 
su^^icient 
no tesp6n^e 
100% 

yes ^ 



INSTRUCTOR IHFORMATIOtT 
First P^ftATO Bontact 

U of I Extension. Course 

— 1^ 

PLATO Lessons Designed - 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Us* 
Source of ^p£ATO Training 
Tear^,.-^aching 

:s At thi^s College 
' Tenu]^ 




college administration 

none 

5+ 

5+ 

Fall 73 - Spring 75 

Fall 73 - Fall 75. - 

U of I staff 

8' 

8 

y»s 



*TI?rm begiiming/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY ~ English Instructor #33 



General 



"IPIATO r^qulre^ both the student's attention 
makes hijiK^ the work. In general, students lik^ EESTO, 
les^--afile who ^ like the sense of I power over the/^ii^ine./ Af t^r^nitial 

f&iusiasm wears off students contduaue to us^i« and db the wjork. PlSlO 
provides necessary encouragement and flatte3;y, ira priyacy reduces 

embarrassment -in cprrectln^ students' - errors Ad^tiORally^ i%^j3rQy4d^ 

instant response and can simplify the presen^tfeoh ^f dqlrolex points. ^ 
Finally, it changes the intimi^tinajjnage qk/ttie tra^it^oh^l EngM^ 



teacher. PLATO' s^pjrinexpal disadvantage 
rather th^-cr^ation, with which most Si 
for rwRTch PLATO is not particularly ire] 



^xhat it eh96ura^ 

m ^s cdnceri^ 



Textbooks are still best for tj 
better than most audio^visuals. but 
writing technique. It is better 
response or reinforcement. 



te^r34fi;)^oriented student. PLATO is 
as /good , as a tutor for^eaching 
^kbook$ which o^ri not provide ■ 




'repair /wo: 



PLATO improves student y^oriM/ ^/J^igCiRStrucI 
moved faster through the orarse n^terlal but did 
as tlve PLATO class. SpeeSifiipaily in point, the_ 
as well^^^ the lesson ^ quotations as 



*s non-PLATO class 
>t learn^it as thoroughly 
clas^ did. not do- 



Uge and Lessong 

Although im^l this year the— instructor ha<3 used PLAlO only as a 
suppleitental aid, this year she made it an integral part of two sections 
of exposition for Career Students. The Wxt used was Writing for Occupational 
Educatiorr -fey-- Lasj^g ^.a^d^ickett. Hhe instructor used only the PLATO 
'lessons whiclF^gt^^i^ written* 

PIATO is es^pecially useful for lessons which sreplace drill or which ^ 
introduce new concepts simply. Of her own lessons/^he instructor prefers 
those which require 'touch response and.would> if it w^j^ possiblej revise 
all her lessons tp replace typed answers with touch resp^ses. She would 
particularly like to write a compound lesson which would, dic^w together all 
the work on geirUnds and infinitives and another on noun clau^s and con-" 
junctions. 

Mechanics and Administration 

Nonsignificant scheduling or mechanical probl^s occurred. The 
instructor manages her own curriculum and her own roster. ETS pre- and 
-posttests were given. 

The instructor doets not s4e PLATO as a threat to teachers. She 
becape interested in PLATO during its early stages and received initial 
help from Dr. Videbeck in getting started. PLATO is a resource a teacher 
^would be foolish not to utilize if it could be of use. Budget considerations 
may present the only problem to its continued use. 




/ 



er|c 



^32 



T 
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Engjxsh Instructor #^^^^v^ontiiiuedi 



Neemclate more lessons ^n^^omposition vmicli.^qulre the integration 
of repair skxlr^^with cra^ive practice. Altnpugh sttch lessons might be 
difficult to prc^^am^ the task cou^ ^ simpliued by deigning c<^^$ition 
problems whi<^i are pa^^ally stjnict^i^d ancJ'VhicJx accept only limiteT 



soluticms. 'B*ree ^^K^posltions u^^^ a progrqpned lexicon are 

impractical. ' 



\ 



^Composition - 1 



C 



5 - 



0 



n . n I n . n 



8 



10 



Usage distribution (2 sections) 
Totals: S6 stu'^nts, 410 hours, 




\ 



i 



3Q3 
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #34 



COURSE XNFORMATtpN 



Name 

^Enrollment 
Schedule 

* PLATO 'Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson source 
Lesson Preview 

ETs . 



Composition - \ 
2^35 



durir^"~classj outside of class> termij^l^ 
not reserved^''^^ 

replace classwor^> review ah^ practide 
self, ei^At site coordinator 
site coordinator, asst sit^t^oordinator 
^course catalog, fellow instriiio^or 



no 



COURSE EVALUATION 
' Lsy^ of *Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 
'% Lessohs Previewed (approK*) 

Sessions Affected "by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction' 

IHSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
frirst PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension CQurse 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Progransned 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Ye£a:s Teaching 
Years at^ this College 
'enure 



appropriate^ 
GulEf icient 
average 
0 
1 

no 



. fellow instructor . 
nond « 

0 * ■ 

1 (jointly with anptheV instmictor) 
noi^e 

Fall 75 

site coordinator > asst site coordinator 

9 * ^ 

1/2 

no ^ 



^Term beginning/end 



ERIC 



3Ji 
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ID NUMBER English 



ctor #35 



COURSE IMFQRMATIOM 
Name 

^Enrollment 
Schedule 



1 




COURSE , g/AIJUATION - 
Level of Lessons 



Quantity o£ Lesson^ 

' Quality o^ Lessons 

% Lessons' Pr^ieweS (appfox,)^ 

Se3isi;Ons Affected by Failure 

Wbuld You Use Your 0wn Time ^ 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First p£aT0 Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessond Programmed 
^ Release Time 
.'r Prior PLRTO-^Uae I 
Source of PLATO TraxHinci:^ 

Years Teaching- 
YearS^ at this College 
Tent 



C(p(t(jp^iti£m^ iP^^" ^3 

during class; o^taiSf^^ 
nop ' reserved 

review and practice 



\ 



terroinal^^ ... 



LaW^ t^ 



self > ^asst site coordinator 
sel'f > U of I stai 



catalog 




pretests^ posttests, attitude surveys 



^appropriate 
mpr^ than sufficient 

100% ■ , 




\, " fallow instructor 
none 

'5+ ■ ' 

0 

none 

FaH'74, Fall 75 

__.^self, site coordinator, asst site 

coor^liator, U of I staff, fellow instructor^ 

1 1/2 
no 



*Tenn beginning/end 




ERIC 



3 Da 





English Instxuc^lr- 




X 



Name 
*EnroXJjnent 
Schedule 



PLATO Uaie 
^3ter 
XTurrictilum 
Lesson Source 
I«es3on Preview 



COURSE EVALUATION 



Composi^t^^> 2j (2 sectibnsr) 
53/48 (total 2 secti^iM^sjr 




during classi outside of clasa^-yterminals -t 
hot reserved - -t ~ ~ 




Level of Lessons 

(Quantity of Lessons 

ity of Lessons ^ 

% Les^ns Previewed* (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by ^ilor^^ 

Would Yqu Use Youk^Own T^e. 
to Improve PLATO Instri^tion 

/ 



review and practice 

sst site coordinator 
self/^)Of I staff 
coutse catalog 
yes , 

pr^t^sts^ posttestsi attitude surveys 



appropriate 
yinor^ than sufficient 



^^erage^ / 
' 100% " \ / 

2-4 Ct^tal ^ sections) 

yes 



/ 



Firstx^LATO contact 

U of l^-^^nsion Course 

PLATO Lessohs Designed 

PLATO Lessons Prograncned 

Release Time 

Prioi; PLATO Use 

Spurce of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at this College 

Tenure 



X > *T«iiii beginning/* 




sel£i site 'Ooordinator^ asst site 
coordinator^ U of I staffs fellow instructor 
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INTEBVIEff SUMMARY — English Instructor #35 . • 

General ' , 

The instructor saw no difference in achievement among the ability 
groups of her sections of English 101 and 102 but shQ did notice improve- 
ment in 101 Y^^^ used lesson se(|uences eclectically father than using 
the s^*3pMnce\provix3ed by the router* PIATO's effect on 1p2 classes was 
uncerta^in;^ SitudenVs like PLATO because it varies the approach to instruc- 
^ion^ It id 41 novel meaiis of insjxuction for community college 3tudent;s 

reinforqes and provides variety of instruction; Unfortunately^ PLATO 
caiT^kOt^ provide unprogramrnddr-responses to students* questions and^ unJtess 
the auttiterhas^ carefully foreseen problems students may have, the instruction 
ceqcK not be^^mplete without the assistance of the instnibtor* 

PLATO is better than a workbook, audio-visuals, programmed learnip^^ 
and laboratory* It i^ not as good as homework, a text, drill, lec^uTe^ 
tutors I and class discussion* 

Use and^l^essons 

PLATO waq used in both JE^glish 101 and 102 in class and on an unsche<|uled 
basis for review and practice* 

/ T^xts used in the classes were Creeitinq Compositions and Rhetoric 
Hade Plain for 1Q1 and 102, respectively* Appropriate PLATO lessons were ^ 
chosen from the printed catalog wil£h the advice of Jiia Williamson* The ^ 
instrt^ctor is relunctant tO use the router, for doing so relinquisfies 
control of the curriculum both in content' and sequence* ^ 

Topics in gi;ammar suit PLATO best as do topics on a single concept or 
point* Lessons oi^ paragraphs and proofreading were especially good because 
they fit the classes* needs in writing* Lessons which used smiling and 
frowning faces for reinforcement seemed 1p make excefl^tional use of PLATO^s 
visual ability* Lessons on grairanar were most appropriat:e for the 101 course 
and lessons on footnote^ and bibliography fit the 102 syllabus* The learning « 
level of'most lessons was appropriate and none was too d:^fficult for the 
students* 

In the future, curricula and lessona^ should take into account the 
v^^ing needs of the several campuses* Lessons on transitions would be 
^ an especially valuable addition to the curriculum and present lessons should v 
be adapted to provide^ more flexible answer judging* 

> 

Mechanics and AdmiJ^istration 

Occasional terminal failures interrupted the indtftlction bjitr there was 
no 'total failure of the systemi during the semester .and, fortunately, no 
Scheduling problems occurred* The instructor managed her own curriculum 
and roster, and received some htflp from Joan Sweany in the use of PLATO* 

• - * ■ ' 

ETS pretests -were given; some grammar questions were inappropriate for 
the class* 
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English Instructor #35 — continued ^ 

:^ . \ ^ \ - 

PIATOI.S not capablfe of taking over the full instruction of class 
and SQ It can only supplement amd not replace the teacher. It can effec- 
tively reinforce what is taught in the clasjsroom. So far PLATO has had * 
no ijnpact on her ceureer* 



Composition - 1 



r 



5 ■- 



£L 



0 



JUL 



n . 



-I — L. 



8 



10 



12 14 



16 



18 20 



4 hr^ 



Usage distribution , ■ ' 

Totals: 25 i^tudents, 80 hours. Fiverage: 3.2 



Ccmpositlon - 2 



(0 
* 



5 ■- 



n . n I n ■ 



+ 



4- 



0 2 4 6 8 li0f 12 14 16'** 1^ 
Usage distribution 

Totals: 26 students, 57 hours. Average: 2.2 



-! — ) hrs 



20 



309 
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English Instructor #35 — continued 



Iff 



5 -- 



•n . n I 



n.lLo.n 



J3_L. 



0 



8 



10 



12 



14 



16 



18 



20 



Usage distribution 

Totals: 16 students, 57 hours. Rverage: 



3.6 
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #36 



COURSE IHFORMATIOM 
Name 

♦Enrollment 
Schedule 

FIATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Composition - 2 {3 sections) 

75/66 (total 3 sections) 

during class; outside of class> terminal3 
not reserved 

replace classwc^rk 

self> asst site coordinator 

self, U of I staff 

course catalog _ 

yes 

pretests*^ postteSts, attitude surveys 




COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons ^ 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality o^ Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx^J 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

ttould Vou Use Your Own Time 
. to Improve PLATQ/Instructiom 

INSTRUCTOR IttFOHMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Efctension Course 
PLATO Lessons DftsigniSd 
PLATO Lessons Progreuimed 
Release Time, 
Prior PLAw) Use 
Source of |^LATO Trait^ing 
Years Teacf^ng 
Years at t^is College 

' ' l^enure \ 



appropriate 

less than sufficient 

very high 

1 00% ' 

1 (total 3 sections) 
no 



fellow instructor 

Spring 74, Ghesqulere, Intro 

2 

0 . . 

Spring 74, Summer 74, Spring 75 
Sumoer 74 - Fall 75 

jcradit course, U of I staff, sit»^coordinatpr 

19 — " ^ ■ 

1/2 . 
Ites 



*Tenn beglnntng/enc^ 
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ID NUMBER " English Instructor #36 

COURSE IMFQRE^TIQN 
"IVarae 

^Enrolljitent 
Schedule 

PLATO Use ^ 
\Jtoster/ 
Curriculum 
l*esson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

COURSE EVAI^ATlfON 

t Level of 'Lessons 

"^antity^of Lessons 

Quality of Less&ns 

% Lessons Previewed (approx*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

. Would You Use Your Own Time 
to impifove PLATO Instruction 




during class 
not reserved 



ass I termindJLs 



repXabe classwork 
self'i asst site coordinator 
self I U of I Staff 
course catalog 

pretests i^{K>sttestSj attitude surveys 

appropriate » 

^ess than sufficient 

very high 

100% 

0 

i. — ^ • 
no 



iNSTR Uig TOR I NFORMATION 



First PLATO Contact 

U of I Extension Course 

PLATO Lessons Designed 

> PLATO Lessons Prograitried 

Release Time 

Prior PLATO USe 

Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at this College 

• tenure 



feXltiw instructor 
Spring 74, Ghes^uiere, intro ^ 
2 
0 

Spring 74^ Summer 74| Spring 75 
Sunmer 74 - Fall 75 

credit coursei U of I staffi site coordina^r 
19 . \ 
8 1/2". 

jyes I 



*Term )7eginning/end 



ERIC 



3.12 

* 



lEW StMiRRY En 



'mTE!tyiEW SUmlRRY Engliaii Instructor #36 
General 




PUVTO iB a -vei;y- Useful aid> especially in teaching mechanics^ 
'Wtiile there is no oBVmus correlation between attitude toward PLATO and 
ability, in English loi s't^dents w^re more likely to go to class bp " 4 
PLATO days and poorer stud^errfc^njoyed class more- PLATO make? learning- 
ntore pleasant because it is sfeis*rpaced fl^nd because it offers individual 
„ instarfciction in special nei&ds. , PLATO frees teachers for cbnfererrotis etnd * " . 
gives hope to studeiptQ Who hav6 had several semesters of problems. ^ ^ 

PLATO presents certain/ topics, for example, footnoting ^nd bibliography, 
better than it could be done in class. PLA1X)*s chief disadvantages are 
mostly mechanical; too few terminals, mechanical failures, and^poorly 
^maintained equipment compromise its use. .\ ' ' . 

\ ^ . • * ft ^ _ ■ 

\ V As a teaching aid PLATO is equal to hoiqework and, except for class 
discussion, superior to all other media. The class in English 102 used 
\ Harbrace Handbook , seventh editioni and the Decker Patterns of Exposition 
\ as the principal text. Audiovisual filmstrips on research reports and 
^on selected topics were providea. PLATO was used both as a replacement 
for classtime and as supplementary instruction to be used at the students* 
ovm convenience. 

Lessons 

PLATO is especially suitable for topics in mechanics Of composition, ' 
dictionar^r use, logic, and paragraph construction. The lesson dn fobinotes 
is particularly *good since students can cocnplete it without taking much ^ 
time and^. en joy it as well. Equally good are the^ lessons on transformation- 
al grammar written by Gorunr they are soundly based on modern grammar and 
accurate in theoiry. t^iq lessons on diction and the LAKS materials best 
fit '^glish 101; the lessons on footnotes and bibliography best suit 
English 102. Those lessons which best exploit PLATO*s unique characteristics 
are tfie LARS materials and the lessons written by Bob Bator. The learning 
level of most lessons is appropifiate although the introduction to PLATO 
bores many students emd'^the comma lessons are too hard. Some lessons need 

Vto be simplified and purified. Teaching sentence structure and internal 
punctuation at the same time, as some LAKS materials do, is a mistake. 

'Typographical and mechanical problems need to be eliminated from the present 
lessons. 

Future lessons should be developed by community college staff who 
should be given release time for this purpose. EspeciQlly needed are 
lessons in logic, paragraph const^ction, and ooncreteness. 

Mechanics and Administration 

Since the course niet at night, scheduling was rarely, a problem althoug|( 

the instructor foresees the possibility of worsening scheduling problems T 

In the future. There were ^Several mechanical delajrg during two or three 

class periods. When failures occurred, conferences or classes were held. 

Tflie instructor managed her own curriculum and roster; she received 
Q technical help from Pauline Jordan, Jim Williamson, and Gary Michael. 

ERIC 31'3 



EngZish Instructor ,#36 -- cont;inue3; • *^ - - ' ' 

The p;:<Wist was ^ven; noi all questions on the ^fps test are 
M>pj:o^tciate but^they are' largely qA^d a|ld much^better than fonnerly. 
^udents did complain thal?^, th^'n/eded mor^ time'^to finish the test. 

i ^cau^ PLATO, rel^^fea iAm^ teixbher the routine ^btivitiee of 
©lassroom ^jrill* op^s the ^possibilities of new^ teaching techniques f 
ana practicesi itii^s jpravided lexibility and the^ freedom to have more 
individual qonfarences d:t^ ^discussion'^^groups^ during clasetime. tt has' 
^ Opened nf> fSlfehsr new possibilities of teaching ittethodsj the instructor 
kopes to taJce^^IATO cqlirse and 'contribute more &c1;«nsively to the use 
of.PLATGu ^ ^ . * ^ . ^ . < 



Composition * 2 (3 sections used 2 PLATO courses) 



^> 4- 



5 



4- 



j9 



4- 



+ 



4- 



8' 10 12 . 14 16 18 20 



Usage distribution 
Totals: 38 stuHents* 53 ho^rs* fivera^e: 1*8 



n ■ 



iLn. 



H — ' — I hr«\ 



0 



1-0 



12 



14 



16 



18 



20 



Usage distribution 

Totals: 34 students. 56'hour». Average: 1.6 



ID MUMBER English Instructor 



COCmSE INTDRMATION 

* Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster - 
Curriculum . 
Lesson Source 
^ Lesson Preview 
ETS 



during class > as available 
replace classwork> i 
college PLATO staff 



replace classwork> review and practice 



self 

course catalcig ' ^ 

no * ■ * 

-pretests, posttests, attitude surveys 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessoj 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lei 

% Lessons Previ^ewed (apprcx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would you Use Your Own Time 
to ^Imptbve^LATO Instruction 



appropriate . 
more than sufficient 
average « 
0% 
4 

yes 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

First PLATO Contact 

U of I Extension Course 

i^TO Lessens Designed 

PIM^^ssbns Srograimied 

Release Time 

.Priot PLATO^ Use 

Source of PLATO Training 

-I 

Years TeacHii^ 
Years at this Collegelt 
Tenure 



college PLATO staff ' 
none 

0 . 

0 ; ' . : 

none. 

Fall 74.- Fall 73- 

Bi.t& coordinator > U of I Staff 

16 

14 

yes 



*Term beginning/end 



295 



ID NUMBER English Instructor #37 




Composition - 1 (2 sections) 

50/ Ctotal 2 sections) 

during cla8s> as' Available 

repleice classwork 

asst site director^ U of I staff 

Wlf 

course cataldg » 
ho 

pretests> pbsttesta^ attitude surveys 



. COURSE gVALUATIOM \ 

Level o£ Lessons ' 

Quantity qf Lessons 

Quality of ^Lessons 

\ % Lessons Previewed (approx*) 

Sessions Affected by f'ailure 

Wipuld Vou Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



no response 
no response 
no response 
no response 
no response 
no response 



\ 



INSTRUCTOR INF0RMftTI<3M 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLAl^ Lessons Designed - 
PLAl!0 Lessons Progranined 
Release Tloie 
Prior PLATO Use 

f Source of PLATO Training 
Yeeurs Teeiching 
Years at this College 
^ Tenure 



college PLATO staff 

none 

0 

none. 

Fall 74 - Fall 75 ^ 
sit)^ coordinator > U of I staff/ 
^6 • 

yes ' 



*Tterm beginning/end 



ERIC 
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/ 
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INTERVIJW SUMMARY English Instructor #37 

Gener al ' . 

Sor the very best and for the very'^ow PIATO may have some influence 
. on ability and achieyement. There- seems to be greater absenteeism on PLATO 
days, perhaps because students thinJc^the instruator has no means of iden- 
tifying the absent. Absei^teeism is predictal&y^ highest amdftg the Very poor, 
students* PLATO'S chief advantages are that it forces th& student to 
participate and that it saves the teacher and , student from . endless .repetition. 
Unfortunately > some use it mainly as ^ plaything. On the whole > PLATO is 
better than homework and equal to drills lecture,. aii4 workbook. It is 
probably not as successful as .other'' fonfts of instruo4:ion and media* 

Use and Lessons '1 y ^ ^ ^ 

^ / * PLATO was used duripg classbima and putside of class toj:^5lace scone^ 
classroom instruction and optionally for. Review and practicj^7 ^ sujDplement 

^' homeworlc, and> tp^v^^^P^^^ some homework* The instructor, does not plan any 
\hange in the ule of PLAlt) except that PLATO may be used more -for dr^ll in 
tte future. \ . I 

• .. \ 

M^e text for the course was Functional English , for writers^ which wa^ 
su^lem^ted by class handouts* Appropriate PLATO lessons were selected 
f rom t^e on-line index. 

Topics . in mechanics and which require drill be^t suit. PLATO* The 
lesson Ifordwar is too complicated but the lessons on fragments and run-ons 
g^e particularly good. Many lessons matched the instructor's syllfd^us 
and only those lessons that use arrows seemed too hard for clas^* tfo^ lessons 
on the router were too hard. 

Futiure lessons sjx^uld be developed in conjunction with using English 
departments* More lessons on reading and the use of the dictionary would 
be appreciated. Both new and existing lessons should eliminate the use of 
arrows* ■ - ^ * 

Mechanics and Administration 

This particular class was beset by particularly bad mechanical problems* / 
Moreover/ LARS was not accessible diuring some of the class sessions* Hd 
scheduling problems arose however. Jim Williamson managed^ ifhe class ro£ 
and Williamson along with Errol Magidson providefi assis^tance in the us^ 
\ of PLATO. 

Ho ETS tests were given. 

PLh^TO will have little or no impact on the teaching profession ^f it 
can not be made more reliaUsle. If it can be made to work, it can/^lter the 
classroom experience by providing an alternate means for repetiti^ous drill* 
So far^ PLATO has had no influence on. the instructor's careery 
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English Instructor #37 — continue 
Readlii^g 



5 



n ■ n 



n . n.n.n.n 



+■ 



XL 



0 



8 



10 



12 



14 



16 



18 



—I brs 
20 



Usage distribution 

Totals: 2.4 students, b62 hours. Rverage: 6.8 
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Usage distribution (2 sections) 

Totals; 32 students, 167 hours. Bv^ragei 5.2 
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #38 



COURSS IWFORMATIOH 
* Name 
^Enrollmentr 
Schediflte 

PU^TO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
L^son Preview 
ETS 



Reading ' 

27/ . . , 

dqring class; outside of class > terttiinais 
not reserved / 

review and practice , 

asst site coordinator / 

self> u of I staff 

course catalog 

no ^ 

no 



COURSE EVALUATIOH 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would Vou Use Vour Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



no jresponse 
no j^espon^e 
^o response 
no response 
no response 
no response 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
d of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Prdgrjunmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 

iYears Teaching 

Vears at this college 

Tenure 



college staff m^norandum 
Spring 75> Jordan^ intro 

i 

0 

none 

Spring 75 - Fall 75 

credit course* site coordinator > as^ site 
coordinator, U of I staff 

8 
3 

no 



*Terin beginning/end 
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IITEEEVIEW SUMMARY — English Insitructor #38 ^ - 

General 

PIA^ can he somewhat helpful to students with sufficient motivation 
to use it/ Manv sAai^len^a do not perceive piATO use as **real** class work 
and do not' atten*3 PlJuto cl^ss sessions. There is no evident relationship 
between the use oSs^£ZAlb Md learning ability. 

' PIATO is an excellent supplementary aid to be used for drill and 

review on an as-*needed basis- It is better than workbooks > homework > 
or class drill. PIATO conducts a dialogue with the student and is better 
than pfograimied learning. Hdreover> it permits the instructor more time 
to work on organization of writing and less on mechanics. ^ 

FIATO's chief disadvantage is its poor quality of programming. 
Lessons using arrows are difficult and some lessons do not accept all 
correct answers to questions and problems. piATO is not a replacement 
for text > lecture^ class discussion^ or lab. How it compares, with, audio* 
visual aids is uncertain. - 

tfae and Lessons 

PIATO was used to replace class time and could be used by students 
t outside of class at their own convenience for review '^uid practice. In the 
future the instructor would increase the use of pplTd as a review tool. ' 

V. The clhs^ used Funptional English for Writers and dittoed handouts. 
plKto lessons were chosen from a hard'-cover catalog and were selected to 
reinforce classroom work. Topics in mechanics^ and usage are best suited 
to PIATO. Among the best lessons ore those on subjeot*verb agreement > 
irregular verbs> prepositional phrases^ and diction. The lessons which 
^ best fit the course syllabus were those on sentence fragments^ run*on 
sentences^ and the identification of subjects and verbs. The learning 
level of most of the lessons was suitable for the class although the 
lessons on spelling and vocabulary were too difficult* LasfionlB with 
arrows^ noted above> confused the class and should. be rawritten to delete 
that feature. Lessons which do not allow the student a chance to exit 
when he has no chance of success^ for example^ the etpalling diagnostic 
lessons should be eliminated. Finally, many lessons nadd greater flexibility 
in answer judging. 

Mechanics and Administration 

t 

One total failure of the system happened early in the term; toward the 
end of the term the router caused severe difficulties- The only scheduling 
problem was that there were mor^ students in the class than there were 
terminals availfJble at the scheduled class hour. Alternate matturial was 
prepared for pLATO interruptions. Errol Magidson and Jim Williamson helped 
the instructor with the course. Williamson entered the class roster. 

The course had no contact, with ETS. 
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English Instructor #38 

The teachercan not evaluate the impact of. PLATO on the teaching 
professioil but she did express some reservations over its potential 
misuse. Sd far it has had no influence on her career. . ^ 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 34 students, 74 hours, Average: 
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ID HUtisER English Ihstrudtor #39 



OOURSE IHFQRMftTION 

Name 
*Enrollntent 

Schedule 

PLATO Use 

Roster 

Cuxriculma 

Lesson Source 
. Lesson Preview 

ETS 



Reading (2 sections) 
89/80 (total 2 sections) 
during clasd^ as available 
review and .practice 
self > asst site director 
self 

course catalog 
some 

no . ' 



J 



COURSE EVALUATIOtj 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Qualit;y of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx,)^ 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 

less than sufficient 

high 

100% 

0 

yes 



INSTRtJCTOR IMFORMRTION 
First PLATO Contact . 
U of I Extension Course 

PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons .Programned 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO use 
Soujrce of PLATO Training 



Shears Teaching 
Y^s at this College 
Tenure 




\ 



ERiC 



other 

Spring 73, Videbeck^ users and. authors; 
Spring 75, Jordan, advanced * . 

t 

1 

none 

Fall 74 - Fall 75 

credit courses, site coordinator, U o£ I 
staff, other 

10 1/2 

6 1/2 

yea „ , 
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ID NUMBER Engiish Instructor #39 



COURSE INFORMATION 
Name - 
*EhroXlment 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster " 
Curriculum 
Lesson . . Sourc e 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Composition - 1 

25/23 ^1^- 

durlhg ,class^ ae available 

review and practice 

self > asst site coordinator 

self> asst site coordinator 

course catalog 

some 

pretests, posttests, attitude surveys 



IboURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessions 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx,) 

Sessions Affected by Failwe 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO instruction 



difficult 

more than sufficient 

high 

50% 

2 or 3 

yes 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Exten^sion Course * 

PLATO Lessons Dasignod 
PLATO Lasions Pro^ranmed 
Rel«ase Time 
Prior ^^lATO dse 
Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teachitig 

Years at this College 

Tenure 



other 



Spring 73, Videbeck, usevu and authors^ 
spring 75, Jordan^ advanced 



none 

Pall 74 - Pall 75 

credit course, site coordinator, U of I 
staffs other 

10 T/2 ' 

6 1/2 

yes 



*T«rm beginning/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMAEY English Instructor #39 - ' 

General 

PIATO seems to help^ e^n i£ test results show that £ew students 
achieved high levels* Both the students and teacher alike appreciate 
the endearments that the answer judging provides for correct answers. 
While students of high al^ility may be bored by PIATO^ most average or 
below average students enjoy it very much emd work well with it. PIATO 
has helped this instructor to tieach better; it relaxes her and gives her' 
an opportunity to give her voice a rest. Although PIATO has no serious 
disadvantages^ mechanical errors and some hyper-sensitiized temdnals 
cause some problems for students but most students accept, the fact that 
the difficulties of PIATO are related to its newness and are more than 
compensated for by the excitement of a new medium^ 

PIATO. ia^ more eff^ctiive than workbooks^ audio-visual aids^ homework^ 
class drills or class 'discussion. It is not as good as lectures^ tutors^ 
laboratories* ^ ^ 

Use amd Lessons 

PIATO wa^s used in all of the instructor's cla^sses during classtime 
to provide reView and drill. 

The class ui^ed the Harfarace Hamdbook emd spine dittoa^ materials 
as text. ^ . 



Any topics requiring drill best fit PIATO, especially wh^sn 
answers stre given immediately. Wbrk on PLATO much better tlian individual 
student recitatioi^ in class. The instructor par^cularly lik^ the lessons 
on subject-verb agreement and oh diction, although she fe^ls they might bfe 
too -sophisticated for basiq students. . Hie lessons on subject-verb agree- > 
ment, run-on sentences, emd comma splices fit her syllfJbus j^ur^cularly 
Well. She wishes that more reading lessons were available, for they, ^uld 
fit her syllMbus easily. All the lessons available to the class fit the 
learning level of the audience^ curriculum might be improved by the 

addi^on of more lessons on reading, especially reading lessPns based Vipon 
paragraphs emd not upon recognition of words or tmrd parts. EjdLsting lessons 
could be Improved by provi<!iiiig for greater emswer judging and by rmriting 
the programs to raqx)nd to student errors which sure currently igncored* 

- ' ■ 

The inlMxuctor reviewed the lessons herself^^d accepted Jim Williamson* 
advice in picking lessons. The lessons selected addressed the most frequent 
errors the students did or might encounter. 

Meohanios and Administratiion 

A few hyper*^sensitiVe terminals were the source of the only machemical 
di^icultiies* Additionally, one 8t00 a,<m. session was lOit because the 
class had no key and the lab aide was available at the proper time. 
Hhen interruptions occurred the students returned to class for normal 'class 
work. 
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English Instructor #39 — continued 

. Jim Williamson established the initial class roster and helped sianage 
, the curriculum. Errol Hagidson> Jim Willi2unson> eind Hits Yamada helped the 
^structor with, the course. 

PLATO has made the instructor's teaching easier. It frees herjto 
grade papers or to provide individual assistance to the students while they 
are working alone, she feels it will help the teaching profession ^nd she 
hopes to b^in programming lessons herself soon. ^ ' 
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sUsage distribution 

Totals: 28 students, 86 hours, Piverage; 
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Usage distribution ' \ 
Totals: 17 students. 14 hours 



Piverage : 0.8 
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Ehglish Instructor #39 — continued 
Composition - 1 
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Usage distribution • 

Totals; 27 students, 140 hours. Average: 5.2 
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SUBJECT ObbRDIMATOR'S SUMMARY — MATHEMATICS 



Use 



n 



During Fall Sonester 1975, twenty-nine math courses, including GED 
cQutses, used PLATO at the five contract sites. A total of 2,236'hours 
of fliathematics instruction w^s provided to 714 students* Additionally, 
mathematics lessons'were used at th^ Urbana Adult ^duc^tion: Center, 
Illinois correctional institutions, Chicago Djward Bound, th^. University 
of Illinois School ^ Basic Medical Sciences, th^ University of Illinois 
College of Pharmacy, Carnegie^lellon University^ the University of Arizona, 
and the Caterpillar Ttactor Corporation. 

Lessons ^ , - / 

About 100 math^aatics lessons were available on PLATO during Fall 1975 
amounting to about seventy-five hourfe of instructional material* Th6 
lessons, are .^ccessib^e for review through an .updated i^ex J^esson, "mathco, 
and are described in a hard^^ccpy catalog^ The catalog was revised during 
the s^ester* ^^^V^ ^ 

Classroom Pfiplementation ^ 

The mathematics courseware .of PLATO was used in the classroom in ^ V 
wide variety of ways* Some classes maoe PLATO cooipletely voluntary afteir 
short introductory lesson* Others used PLATO/in several class sessidiis 
during the 'semestez\ and encouraged additional voluntary use* still others . 
used PLATO for one ^^our each week of the sch^uled classtime, or devoted ^ 
several consecutive jclass hours to PLATO which were followed by sever| 
weeks wit;h no' PLATO use.^ Two Adult Education classes were taugljt'^^ntirely 
on PLATOt 

In all courses, the system. router w^s used, and, in most cases, 
individual instbructors chose ^e lessons tl;fey wanted for theiit classes* 
ChoJ,ce-was usually made from the hard**copy. catalog of mathematics lessons, 
or from the on-line index, '*mathcc." Faculty who wanted assistance in 
choosing or implementing lessons were aided by Lou DiBello and Keith Bailey 
of CEHL, Hob^rt Grandey of Parkland College, and Mitsuru iF^ada, Errol 
Magidson, rj;^jiard Neapolitan, and Carroll Fobinsoh of the City Colleges 
of Chic^o. Although several instructors fully controlled course and routing 
software by entering ttvelr own course, rosters apd maintaining their .own 
files, the majority of mathematics instructors d^ew, in vairying deg 
upon the help of the PLATO staff. ^ 

other Activities 

Several new activities to implement PIATO use were begun ^uring the- 
fall semester* First an Adult Education course j-n matheinatics Was designed 
for the City Colleges of Chicago, and two pilot ^teSts werVniade. The 
course was taught exclusively on PLATO and met once a 'week\in f^wo-hour 
sessions for eight weeks. Two more sijofctlar courses are planned\|or the 

t 
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spring semester* Second'^ a student/ guide was prepared for the Math 111 
curriculum at |Cennedy-King College/ The* guide c<jhtained a list of the 
lesson's suitable fpr the course imexed to the appropriate sections of 
the text* Guides were mailed to. the MatK t1 1 * instructors^ who made them 
^ivailable to their studerf^s* ,The instructors .wer^ enthusi^^ic about 
the usefulness of the guides both t6 the Stwlents and to themselves ^ and 
^requested that more such guides be made up for other coursesl. Third, 
liaison with Parkla-nd College consisted^ jpnostly of j^lanning ^ha extensive 
use of PLAT^ in Spring 1976* Fyiai fH-ans jwere ihade'for an effectiveness 
study of Math 12-3, and student g^des were prepared fop Math 091 and Math 
095' at Parkland College, 
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ID NUMBER -Hathematlcs Instructor f1 



COURSE ItJFORMATION 




GED Math^itatics (2 sections) 
45/40 

during class 

review and practice > suppl^ent hotnework 
self , ■ . ^ ^ 

self - >■ 

U of staff X ^ 

some ' ^ 

no 



COURSE EVALUATIOM l , ^ 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

^ality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx* ) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PIATO instruction 



appropriate 

lesd than sufficient 

high 

1 or 2 

yes ^ 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Fitst PIATD Contact 
U of'I Extension Course 
PXA^ Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PXATO Training 
Years Teaching ^ 
Years at this College 



Tenure 



college PIATO staff 

non^ 

0 

0 

r^one 

FalL 73 - Fall 75 

self; site coordinator ,^^U ot I staff 

2 . 
no 



*Term beginning/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY 7- Ma thematic sNlnS true tor #1 

' - \' 
No interview conducted. * , , \ 
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Totals: students,- 148 hour^.' Rvarage: Z.S 



J0 



IL 



n . 



XLl. 



10 



12 



16 



1 8 



—I hrs 
20 



Usag^ distribution . 

Totals: 47 students, 133 hours. Rverage: 2,8 
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ID NUMBER Mathen&iics Instructor #2 



COURSE INFORMATIOH 
Name 

♦Enrollment 
Schedule 
. PLATO Use 

Roster 
CulTjriculum 
Lesson Source 
lesson Preview 

ETS ' ^ ^ 



Adult Education Mathematics ^ 
20/20^ 

during classtime ^ 

relplace classwork^ review and practice 
replace homework" 

self 

self 

no response 
yes 

no ■ 



COURSg EyALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed {approx*} 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

\ Would You Use Your Own Time 
. to Improve PLA^O Instruction 



appropriate 

more than sufficient 

average 

100% 

0 

yes 



IMSTRUCTOR INFORMATIOM 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PMTO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Tijae 
Prior I^LATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
yeaj:3 at this College 
Tenure 



no response 

none 

5+ 

5+ 

none 

Fall 75 

self 

6 

1 

iio 
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IKTERyiEW SUMMRRY — Mathematics Instructor #2 



/ 



No interview conducted. 
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/Adult "Education Mathematics 
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Usage distribution ■» 

Totals: ZS'students, J36 hours. 'Rverage: 5.9 
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ID WOHBER Math^Mitlcs Instructqr, #3 



COURSE INFORMATION 
Name 

♦EnroXlment 
* Schedule 
PLATO Usb 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 

Lesson Preview 
£TS 



Adult Education Mathematics . 
23/13 

during class 
replace classwork 
self 
self 

course catalog > U of I staffs college 
PLATO staffs fallow instructor 

yes 

no 



COURSE EVALaATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quamtity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Preview^i^appil^*) 

Sessions Affected by Failur'e^ 

Would You Use Your Own Time, 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate 
more than sufficient 
high 
100% 

yes 



\ 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATIOtt 
First PLATO Contact 
*U of I Extension Course/' 
PLATO Lessons Designe<^ 
PLATO Lessons Progranned 
Release Time 

^or PLATO Use 
fSource of PLATO^Training 

Years Teaching 
tears at this College 
Tenure 



fellow instructdr 

Summer 72 > Videbeck> Intro 

3 

3 ^ ' 
none 

Fall 73, Fall 75 

self > credit course^ site coordinator 
fellow instructdr > U of i staff 

2 1/2 

1 1/2 

no 



^Terrn beginning/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Mathematics Instruqtor #3 



No interview conducted. 



Adult Education Ma'thiPTiatics 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 20 students, I3t hours. Average: 6.6' 
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ID HOMBER Hathematics Instructor #4 



COUfeSE INFORMATION 
Name ^ 
*£nrollmGnt 
Schedule^ 

PIATCJ Use 

Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 

Lesson. Preview 

If ^ - 

ETS 

COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lesson 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would Vou UBe Your, Own Time 
to Xmprove PLATO tnstruction 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 

PLATO Lessons Designed 

PLATO Lessons Programmed 

Release Time 

Prior PLATO Use 

Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at this College 

Tenure 

*Term beginning/end 



Adult Education Mathematics 
no response " 

durxjig class; outside of class> 
terminals not reserved 

replace classroom work^ review and 
practice; l:eplace homework 

self > fellow instructor 

self, fellow instructor 

course catalog, u of I staff, college 
PLATO staff 

yes 

no 

appropriate 

mor'e than sufficient 

high 

100% 

1 

yes 



college administration^ 

Suiraner 72, Videbeck^ introi Fall 72, 
Videbeckj authors; Spring 73|^ Videbeck 
- uisuafS 

5+ " ' ^ - ; ^ , 

5+ 

Fall 72 - Pall 7j5 
Fall 75 

s^lf , credit courses, U of I staff 

8 
3 

yes 
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IMTERVIEW SUMMARY — Mathematics Instructor #4 
Vo Interview conducted. 

Adult Education Math^atlcs 

Accumulated use* See Matheonatlcs Instructor #3 for usage distribution data. 
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ID NUMBER Hathtifoatics Instructor #5 



COURSE INFORMftTION 
Name 

^Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Arit^tic Skills 
16/11 

outside of clase^ terminals ^t reserved 

no response 

self 

self 

U pf I staffs college PLATO staff 
yes 

no i\ 



■ COURSE EVALUATION 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

iitLity of Lessons 

% ^ssons Previewed (approx*) 

SessibQS Affected by Failure 

Would VoOMJse Vour Own Time 
to ImproveN^LATO Instruction 

IHSTRUCTOR I 
' First PLATO Oont^ 
U of I Extension Cotiri 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programned 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Veors Teaching 
Years at this College 
' Tenure 




approj^riate 
less than sufficient 
no response 
90% 
0 

yes 




*Ttfrm' beginning/end 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Mathematics Instructor #S 
Geheral 

Although PLATO Is not without Its uses as a supplementary tOQl> it 
may be too expensive for the value it produces* While most students seem, 
to like PLATOi many are frustrated by iti and mosti especially the less . ^ 
able> will not use it unless required to. 

Specific problems include* (1) difficulty in manipulating the tenrdnalj 
(2) possibility of careless readingi and (3) the absence of human contact^ 
problems which are exacerbated among poor students. Moreover^ PLATO cannot - 
"go home" with students} its use is limited to the location and availability 
of terminals. Finally^ PLATO may create dependence by "spoon feeding**! the . 
student's ability to provide a response may not carry over into problem^ 
solving which requires creative ability. ^ - 

Finallyi many of the virtues of PLATO cam be duplicated^ frequently 
at less cos{:> by a variety of instructional devices that produce results ^ 
in less time* 

PLATO can> howeveri do a good job of drilling students and works best 
when it incorporates the element of games and graphics that distinguish it 
as' a medium* - 

Use and Lessons 

PLATO was used as a supplement, to and not a replacement for class timeiL 
Sltudents were not scheduled for PLATO but used the terminals on their own 
time. * 

PLATO lessons presented several difficulties. Firsts many did not fit 
the instructor's syllabus welli nor did theyi as a wholei provide adequate' 
course coverage, secondi some lessonsi for example the lesson on filling 
the least common denominator i presented methods which > while sottnd* were 
not the methods of the instructor. Third, many lessons were unnecessarily 
dull and required too much reading. Finally^ some lessons required longer^, 
time to cover material that could be learned more quickly in claito. 

The first two problems might be corrected by providing more lessons 
and> particularly! lessons coordinated topic by topic with a standard text. 
The latter two m^ght be reduced by providing "more interesting" lessons 
which reduce th€t reading requirement. 4 - 

Although the quality of the lessons is uneven, a few lessons ar(fe : 
excftlleitt, including the race track drill on number operations* Tllat ' 
exempleury lesson is fine and does exactly what ought to be done more 
efficiently than could a human instructor. In general i the learning le^el 
of the arithmetic lessons J.s appropriate for the audience. 

ir 

PLATO lessons do not* however* generally provide instruction that 
G^not be had more easily or cheaply in another form* Workbooks > if pre 
vXded vJLth answers are its equal. Homework assignments can be done at 
• lK)m8 at the^student' s convenience and can be checked by the instructor* 
Cara-Mate provides Audible instruction that reduces the need to read. 

ErJc , - " 3'40' 



Mathematics Instructor" #1^ — continued 



,Le^rning lab. students used^ Basic Arithmetic ' by Hary Wallace and Core 
Hath by Bila. .^69^ students used a text ^hich incorporates many exercises. 

Mechanics *and Administration^ ^ v. 

Since students were not scheduled for PLATO use> no scheduling probl^s^^ 
occurred. Students seemed' able to use the equipcnent whenever they wished. 
Classes were/given an hour.*s introduction to the use „o£ PLATO at., the beginr 
riing of the course. ^ " , 

Kalth Bailey and. Lou DiBello suggested lespi^ns for study. , 

The instructor had no ETS contact. 

Finally^ the instructor expressed some resentment that release time 
had been regularly granted to a faculty member in the past for the preparation, 
of -PLATO math lesson^ without any discernible pr^oducts. 

The instructor has written many lessons for Cara^tMate^ and has had 
much experience using them with learning lab students . 

Recommendat ions 

* If the e^ftense of PLATO is tp^^ justified^ more use of better lessons 
must be devised. 



Arithmetic Skills 



to 

C 

I 



n ■ n ■ n 



-I ' ( hrs 



0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 . 
Usage distribution ' 

Totals;, 4 students, 3 hours* Fiverage: 0.8 
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ID NUMBER , Mathematics Instructor^ #6 



COtmSC INFOHHATIOH 

^Enrolli^ent 
Schedule 

PIATO Use 
Ro«te^ 
•"Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Technical Mathematics* (3 sectjLons) 

^60 (total 3 sections) 

during class (2 sectiohs); outside of 
class^ terminals not reserved (1 sectioo) 

no response 
* self* . 

college PIATO ^teiff^ u of. I staff 
coll^e PIATO staff >*Uvbf J iitaff 

yes : - . / " % 

^ ^- . ' ■ 

no ^ ^ 



COURSE EVALUATIOH 

pevel of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons ' 

Quality of lie4tson3 

% Lessons Previewed, (approx*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Ifour Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



ai^opriate 
lezjA than sufficient 
average to high 
. 100% ■ 
0 

yes 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
'PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Bal«atfe Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Souroe of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this' College 
Tenure 



college PLATO staff > U of 1 staff 

none ' ^ 

0 

0 - . 

none :^ ^ 

(prior Use indicated^ no dates' givto) 

college PLATO dtaff, U of i staff 



•Term b«ginnlng/«nd 




:Y — Mathematics Instnjptor #6 



pLaTO is an excellent supplement to t^adltloml instmictiory but it 
"can not r^lace the teaicher. tt pffei^s an ^terna^lve medium aiA may 
' suqceed whete lectures fall>^ QspeoJ^aXXy for ^fficii^t cpnc^ts* It offers 
variety that lectures laclt^^snd .lets students w^rk aijb their own pace. PLATO 
Is not as effective in remedial couifses because\pf the reading skills/ 
required. " ; T : ' ^( \ \ /'^'^ ^ 

,Bd in their t^tlnes 
X& seems most 
ners.' 



Very- orderly ^^^^dents and plder women vho are f, 
seem to haVe the greatest difficulty adapting to PIA' 
effect^lve among the self -motivated ^nd independent le 




PLATO is excellent for review and drill; it is better than^ a mrkbook 
for it can accept alternate correct answers. It may be l^^ter than a lecture 
only in that it can be turned off when[\the student is borW or saturatedi^' 
PLATO is very much like a tutor« It i^ not ai8 good as. a |»ragraimn^^^t V 
as many students do not read carefully ^nough. It is not satisfactory V 
hcanework which requires^ greater self-V^liahce and Individual performapce^ . 

Frustration, with mechanical problems A initially high for fi^ stuflents^^ 
decreases with increasing famj^liarity wlth^the equipment. Moreover^ 
access to terminals may be difficult; PLAToXpan not be taken home Vith 
t^ie 5tti^ent and can not answer Vinfdreseen qu^tions. 



Use 



PLATO 
aids as a m^ 
use PLATO d 
which were us 
e<quations. 'O: 
.was scheduled 



was voluntary and <^auld be select 
IS of fulfilling ibar^ing cohtracts« 
so in Learning Lab, ^tudents elected 
:ul to them, includ^ng^ algebrh^^grap 



o study the topics 
tig^ algebrhj^graphin^, and simultaneous 
once &ld the class ks a whole use PtiATO. The entire class , 
fhr a lesson on slide ruli^ estimation^ a l^son which students 
thought especially helpful. Those «tuaents^who had requested using PLATO 
in tKe Learning Lab did better on tn^ lesson and also did wel^l on- the tests 
over the material covered on PLATd* 




preference to other 
tudents ^^hQ^hose to 



Thk instructor's early contact witi^ PIATO was qi^ite unsatisfa(Ptory 
and he Jiad not used it for the past .threb y^rs. He plans to use it as 
a regular^art of his 095 math course noxt s^ester. He would use PLATO 
as he ha^at present in futqre classes of Math 131. 

^ .: 

Lessons ' 

The class^ a section in technical math for auta .mechanics and electronics 
prograios^ osed the text Technical Mathematics by Ewen et al.^ a combined 
workbook and text. 

The instructor has not reviewed all the lessons available but he did 
preview the lesson to be us^ In class in order\ to be *^le to advise the 
class on prcpedures to be followed^^ 
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Mathematics Instructor #6 — continued ," ' . 

A_£b^ slide -rule estiJQa,tion lesson was^. accoird^g to student ccstnments^ 
quite helpful* The slide rule lesson is good but^heeds more problems in 
division artd in the tf^e of the D'and c"* scaled T!h& instructor did 50 ^ 
to '70 .proiil^s but could pot exhaust the problem sets* The factoring lessen 
alsd iSyparticAila^ly. good*. Tlie learnijng level of all' lessons tAat were iised 
satisfactoisy. ' - , * - y . i 

Lesson choice depends upon use* ^ Where PIA^ is/used as a classrom 
substitute^ lessons must present maCterials more efficiently than lecture 
could; whiare It; is used as a supplement the expla^tions and terminology 
must match that u^ed injcla^s* 

All topics, are suitable for PIATO lessons^ Only the skill of the 
prograinnier limits the possibilities for^ lesion design. Future lessons 
should be developed by'University of Illinoi^ staff who work easily with 
community college staff. l£ possible^, l^ssons^ should include more restarts 
to permit students to ccnnplete lessons without redoing material already 
conq^leted^ Reading level of lessons should be closely matched toTthe using 
audience. Lessons on quadratic equations and on non-linear simultaneous 
equations would be desirable but might be little used. 

A student user*^ handbook for the course would improve use, ^ 

Mechanjics and Administration ^ 

^ Neither mechanical nox^scheduling problems arose but t^e course^id 
not use PLATO as a scheduled aid* Bob Grandey and Paul Thompson helped 
the instructor with the bourse* Hfe^-mmiaged the curriculum himself and 
also managed the roster with the aid ot^-K^ith Bailey* 

\ The course had no £TS contact* 

r ■ . 

\ So fari ^LATO has not affected his classroom teaching but it may in 
the^ future when it is used as a part of 095. 

Recoimnendations 

It would be nice to see PLATO terminals located in the division of 
math and physical sciences; a PLATO terminal in each classroom could be 
used as a classtime aid* 
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athematics Instructor #6 — continued 
Technical Mathematics 



+> 
C 

73 



r3> 



# 



5 



n. 



'i—A 



XLi_ 



XL 



6 



8 



i@ 



12' 



Usage d i st r i but i on 
Totals: 3 students, 13 hours. 



t 



5 -- 




A ' 1- 



1 



0 



8 



12 



t4 



16 



Usage distribution (2 sections) 

Totals: 21 students, 16 hours. , Average: 



18 



0.8 



20 
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ID NUMBER 



Mathematics Instructor #7 



COORSE INFORMATION 
Name 

^Enrollment 
Schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson ^ource 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



COURSE EVALUATION . 

^ Level of. Lessons 

antity of Lessons 

Quality of^ Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (appro^*) 

Sessions Affected b3^ Failure 

Would You Use Your Owi\ Time 
to Improve PLATO Instriiction 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of X Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programnied 
Release Time 
^ Prior PLATO Use 
igurce of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Year3#at this College 
Tenure 



Maefebematiqs for Machini^t^ (3 Sections) 
45/^ ^ 
during >dass 

review andSgractice^ replace l^omework^ 
self 

self, site coor)St4nator 
course catalog 
yes ' 
no 




college PLATO staff 

Spring 74, Ghesquiere, intro 

1 ' 
0 

none 

Spring 74 - Fall 75 

self, credit course, site cooirdinator 



no response 



*Term beginning/end 



\- 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Mathanatics Instructor #7 



No interview. conducted - 



Mathematics for Machinists 



10 h 



n , n..n. , n.P,n. 



0 



8 



10 



12 



14 



, 10 ' 

*fi 4- 
* 



5 - 



0 



^IJsage distribute on 



16 




^ — ' — t hrs 



, ts^als: 12 stud^nt^, 42 hours. Rverag< 



18 



3.5 



2J0f 



n.n. 



j_L±4 



-4—' — I — ' — 1 hrs 



8 



10 



12 



1» 



16 



18 



20 



er|c 



77 
3 
+• 

# 



5 



0 



Usage distribution 

Totals: Zff students, 68 hours. Rverag< 



IL. 



2.6 



8 



10 



12 



14 



16 



18 



\ Usa^e distribution 
\ Totals: 8 stud^^s, 3B hours. Rverage: 4.8 



H hrs 



20 
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ID MOMBER Math^ati^s Instructor #8 



\ 



COURSE IHFORMATIOH 
Name \ 
^Enrollment 
- Schedule 
PIATO Use 

Roster 
curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

C OURSE EVALUATION 

Lev^l of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons . 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approx*) 

Session^ Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



General Mathematics 
14 

during class 

supplement classworIc> review and practlcej 
supplement homework * 



self 
self 

course catalog 
no 

attitude survey 
$ 



appropriate 

vnore than sufficient 

.* ■ - ' 

average 

50% 
few 
yes 



IMSTRUCTOR INFORMjyiPION 
First PLATO <5ontact 
U o£ Intension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Tijne " 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Traiillng 
Years Teaching « 
Years at this College 
' Tenure 



no response 
no response 
no response 
no response 
no response 
no response 
no response 
no response 
no response 
no resjx>nse 



♦Term beginning/end 



ERIC 



348 



330 



ID NUMBER 



Mathematics Instructor #9 




COURSE IHFOHMATION 
Name \ 
*EnrOllm^nt 
Sch^ule 
PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Algebra - 1 ^ 

25/25 

during class ^ 

replace classwork^ review and practice 

self ^ ^ 

self 

U of I staff 
Some 

pretests > posttestsi attitude surveys 



tSE EVALUATION 

LeVel of Lessons 

QuaiKity of Lessons 

QualiVy of Lessons 

% Lessobs Prevj^ewed (approx*) 

Sessions^ffected by Failure 

Would YouVse Your Own Time 
to Iinprove \^T0 Instruction 



appropriate 

less than sufficient 

average 

50% 

2 

uncertain 



NSTRUCTOR IHPORE«TION 



St PLATO Contatert 
U of I Extension caurse 

PLATO Lessons Designs 
PLATO Lessons Programme 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
' Tenure 



U of I staff 

Spring 74, Ghesquiere, intro; Spring 75j 
Jordan, advanced 

0 

0 

Summer 74, Fall 74, Sprii^g 75 
Fall 73 - Fall 75 
credit course 
14 

3 

.yes 



*Tarm beginning/ond 



er|c 



350 



331 



,3 

INIERVIEtf SUMM2VRY — Mathematics instructor #9 

General , ^ 

The effect of PLATO on class achievement has been difj^cult to measure 
this term because of the extraordinarily peculiar nature of the class. 
Of the instructor's class using PLATO^ l^nly seven out of the original . 
thirtyrf ive who began the course took, the final . There were tia student " 
cocnplaintSf howev^> £ax>ut PLAOp. PIA^ is useful a^sT an additional 
learning technique and resource, although mechanical breakdowns and space 
limitations may reduce its use« PLATO 9an not be ranked with other mediai 
different students need the different approaches that several mediii offer. 

Use and Lessons 

PLATO was used during cleisstime for review and practice. NO change 
is planned in the future* Since PLATO can not replace^ the material covered 
in class> the instructor is reluctant to give up classtime to PLATO. 

The text for the course was Fundamentals o£ Mathematics by Matano 
and Kau£mam; supplemental materials on ditto sheets were also used^ PLATO 
lessons were reviewed and selected with the advice of Lou DiBello. 

ftany topics are suitable for presentation on PLATO, although neither 
topics nor individual lessons were singled out as particularly apt. A lesson 
involving word problems displayed the good branching that characterizes 
effective use of PLATO's resources. Host of the lessons fit the instructor's 
syllabus and the learning level seemed appropriate. 

Future lessons should have more graphic material^ including diagrams 
and cheurts. The instructor was hesitant to suggest new lessons or topics. 

Mechanics and Adjninistration 

Only minimal mechanical failures occurred this term and no scheduling 
problems arose. Seuiford Hush entered the class roster and Hush and Errol 
Magidson provided help with PLATO. 

The class had no contact with ETS. 

The instructor doubts that PLATO will be any more effective than any ^ 
other media already available. She has tried unsuccessfully in the past to 
replace some nkaterial covered in class with lessons on PLATO^ Her experience 
wfts not happy- and she uses PLAJX) exclusively now for reinforcement. She 
judges that PLATO has had little or no effect on her career. 

' / 
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Mathematics Instructor #9 — continued 
Algebra - 1 



¥) 
* 



5 -- 



/ 



n.n.n.n.n.n 



0 




12 



14 



H 



16 18 



20 



Usage distribution 

Totals; 29 students^ 178 hours* Average^ 6.1 



ERIC 
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ID NUMBER Mathematics instructor #tO 



COURSE INFORMATION 



Name 
♦Enrollment^ 
Schedule r 
VJjATIO use 
Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson preview 
ETS 



Algebra - t ' 
60-70/60 

outside of clasB> terminals not reserved 
review and practice,yeUpplement homework 
site coordinator ,^tJ^of I staff 
self X 
course catalog 

some ^ ' . . 

pretests^ attitude surveys ^ 



COURSE EVALUATION 

Xidvel of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (apj^rox*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You tfse Your Own Time 
to Improve PLkTO Instruction 



appropriate 

sufficient 

high 

25% 

0 

yes ' 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 

C^LATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Ledsons Programmed 
Relea8<». Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO Training 

Years Teaching 

Years at this College 

Tenure 



colic 



PLATO staff 



Spring \4, Ghesquiere, introj Spring 75, 
Jordanr, advanced 

t 

1 

Fall 74 

Spring 74, Fall 74, Fall 75 

credit course, site coordinator, U I 
staff 

ts 

3 

yes 



ERIC 



♦Term beginning/end 



353 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Mathanatics Instructor iHo 
No interview conducted* 

Algebra - 1 ^ 



s - 



\ 



. fl i n , 



■ n 



. n 



0 



8 



10 



12 



16 



I ■ n 



18 



Usage distribution 

Totals: 39 jstudents, 68 hours. Average: 



H hrs 



20 



1.7. 



\ 



\ 



ERIC 



\ 
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ID NUMBER Mathematics Instructor #11 



7 



COURSE INFORMATION 
Hame 

*Enrollinent 
Schedule , 
PIA-FO Use 

Roster 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 

Lesson^ Preview 
' ETS 



, Algebtfa - 1 . 
45/45 ' ^ 

outside o£^ qlas8> terminals reserved 

review and 'practice, supplement homeworkj^ 
extra . cred it . • 

si^ cpordinator 

self 

course catalog > fellpw il^structor, 
0 of 1 staff 

yes 

attitude surveys 



COURSE mLUATIQM ^ ^ 

Level Of tiessons 
^^Quo^itity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 
^ % tiessons Previewed (approx.)^ 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your OCm Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 



appropriate * 

njore than suff j^cient 

very high ^ ^ * 

25% ' ' ' -'■ 
J) 



r 



INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Contact 
U of I Extension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source ^f PLATO TMining 
^ars Teaching 
Years at this College 
' tenure 



U of r staff » . 

none , ♦ * 

0 ' ^ ^ 

none . 
Pall 75 ' 

self» asst site coordinator^ U of Staff 

"9 ■ 
4 . ' * 

yes ' ' . ' . 



*Torm b«glnrjlng^end 



35S 



336 



IHTEItVIEW SUMMARY — Hathematic^B Instructor #11 



Algebra - 1 



+» 



I 
If 

5;,.: 



0 . ^ 



+ 



n . n I n ■ I n I 



■4 

8 



XL 



10 



•12 



14 16 18 

Usage distribution * 1 ^'^^ 

,-Totirisif 32 ^students, 72 hours, Rverage:^^. 3 



— i hrs 
20 



ERIC 



353 



337 



IP HDMBER MatJiGinaticsNlnstructor #12 



COURgE It^QgMATIOM 

\ ^Enrollment 

Schedule 
- - PLATO Use 



'J- 



ERJC 



Roster . . 
Ciurrictiliun ^ 
Lesson Som^ce 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



IDOURSE EVALUATION 



Level oT Lessons 

^antity of Las^ons 

Qualoty .of tessons 

% ^esM33L3 Previej^ed (aj^rox*) 

Session^ Affected by Failure 

Would Ydu Uste Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMAyXOl^ 



^>irst^ 



PLATO ^ontact 
U of I E)ttension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
igource of PLATO' Training 
Years Teaching^ _ 
Y^ars at^ this C611ege ; 
Tenure 



) 



*Tem be^innin^i 






<^ ^ Algebra^- 1 *(2 s^ctionsj 
cac; 45/^2 (total 2 sections 
during class 

replace class, revieW^ and^praqticej 
supplCTient homework 



r^r£ests> posttests> attitude surveys 
section only) ' 




appropriate, 1 ^ectio^; difficult, 1 section 
more than^^fficien^ 
high 
1Q0% 

2 {total. 2 sec^ons 
yes 

' college BiA^ staf f 
Springy ^5, Jordan* advanc 
1 

Sunmer 74, Spring 75 
Pall 74 Paia^75 . 
selj^ credit tipu^^, 'site 



yes 



' 357 \ 





lUMHARY — Mathematics Instructor ^#1 2 




General ^ - \ ^ 

A comprehensive statementXof PLATO'S^ effect on achievement^^ljS^ard 
to make* It seems to be more effective fdr better students^ for ac^ 
Who bring more dili^eiiGe and ability txt^the t^sk of using PLATO, MDre- 
qve'r^ the ins^tictdr is not sure that PLATO achievement will translate 
into better scares on examinations* Although most students seem enthusiastic^ 

t PIA'K), atiutude is frequently dependent upon the quality of lessons, , 
LessoiSs-^yhich ^re too e^sy~ bpre the student; Xessons wh^ch are too diffi*- 
cull; or utt<?iear finistrate-hxmi occasionally to ^t4i^: point- that he must- give 




^the lessqA'up irl desperation. One me 
to develop optional proficiency tests 
^appropriate difficulty ^d complexity, 

PXATO pexKtirts students to work at the 



s,of solvim tHl^^^ofel^ffltt^ might be 
route students to less 



own i^ace without embarrassment 




givds them a feeling of Accomplishment: bv .providing encouraging responses 
and iilst^rt feedback,,^ Mdreover, *lt fre^ theN^eacher for i^ividual help 



^or students who are having conpeptu^. dif£4x;uitKw th?* ntaterial, PLATO's' 
cost effectiveness may^ |i<9fever^ be i^uestionabite^ss^^ students to 

use it can be problematic at times,- -Usii^g PLATiMX.^^ 
of classtime and restilts^ in coverage of l^ss materia3^ \ PIATO. proVddes 
^ instruction N^at is better than text "and class* drill ai^ wdrse, than^^m^^ 
ThVin&tructo^is not sure of its effectiveness in CQmpaj;ison "t<:^ othei 
medi^ ' > : " . : , ' % • - 



Use and Lesson's 

PLATO was us 
review. and practic^ 
were encouraged te 



\ 



A ■ 



durl^ng classtime to replace qlaSsrocin materials > for~^ 
and^to supplem^t homework, Additional),y^ students 
.se PLATO on their^wn time.\ 

The course used a\^xt by Marano and Kau^ann. 7?he cury. 
lesson? were" extensive ly\feviewed during the suHpner an^d appro 
were selected to supplement the syllabus. The instir^cti^r ^ses ^ttident 
responses on gui^zes to evaluate ^the ef ^ectivenes;? o£ 
he also includes lessons whicih ^udepts Hind excit 





Topics in gebmetry suit PLATO 
plotting^ and fractions ^ The same 
the lessons in fractions i decimals 
tion than can be had from a bopk a 
Mgreover^^ these lessons have good 




SLft^ maifeg^i&ls, 



and 



ecially materials.On graph 
ad^adjg^^many useful l^sons;\ 
graphing prijvide^i 

does the. re^iMSThaj^wolJc. 
udging, good graphic prese^tatipnj 



an() adequate branching. The animated .el^^^tairy mathematics ^ lessons suit^ 
^PLAfEO well as ctoes the lesson Darts which is. v ery in teractive and has 
excellent graphic jaresentation. The learning, level of most lessons is 
xight for most of the audience^ althouglji the square root lesson is too 
^fficult and sometimes unclear^ and the lessons, on fractions and^slgn^ 
humber^ may be too easy. In the future^ lessonsx^tiDuld be desj^gped in ^ ^ 
, responke to instructors' needs. This instructor Wpuid like to seV^ssons 
^ on equations and inequalities. wi^th absolute values; Vefm diagrams; and 
decimals^ including lesions ij^infinite decimals and irrational numbers. 



ERIC 
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Mathe&iatics Instructor #12 — continued 

Existing lessons should be refined to provide better answer judging, more 
hrandtiing^ and better grajdiic display. 

Mechanics and Administration " ' , 



■ Mechanical problems, chiefly terminal red-ligbting, were tolerable; 
no total system failures occurred. Scheduling was, howev^, <iifficuit. 
This instructor was not able 'to get all the hours he wanted. He suggests, 
by way of improvement, the possibility of clumps j;>f usage, for example, 
thi;;jee days per week for one or two weeks at a tiijfie. Mdition.of more 

inals or sharing of tiihe-slots jwith other teachers might provide 
bettei^ access* He would like his students to use PLATO on an entirely 
casual basis. ^ 

Hhe instructor managed his own roster and cuririculum. He has received 
help from Errol l^idson. Bob Bator, Jim Williamson, Keith Bailey, and 
Lou DiBello* \ , \^ 

'EfS pretests, posttests, and attitude surveys were given in one 
seqtioii of Jteth 111 but not in the second section. The pretest is not 
a perfecj&^nstcument but it is helpful. Xn the futitre, it may be used 
the same^ as a Jtiagriostic tool to advise students td Iwitch to more appro- 
priate math classes. , . ^ 
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Mathematics Instructor #12 — continiied 
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ID NUMBER ^ Mathematics Instructor 



#13 



COURSE tENFOBMATlON 



^Enrollment 

'^schedule 
PLATO Use 
Roster^^ 
Curriculum 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
EtS 



Algebra - 1 
40/29 

during class . 
review and practice 
self 
self 

course catalog 
^ome 
no 



COURSE EVftLaATJON 

Level of Lessons 

QuanMty of Lesions 

Quality of Lessons 

%^Lessons Previewed (appro^») 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

' Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 




IHSTRUCTQR IMFORMATIOM , 
^ First PLATO 
U Qf I,...Ejftension 
^..^--^LkTO Lessons _Q^jM^&d 
PLATO Lessons Programmed^ 
Re'l^ease Time 
Prior PLATO Use 
Source of PLATO ^Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College , 
■ Tenure 



*Term beginning/end 



appropriate 

mcwre than sufficient 

high 

25% 

0 



fellow instructor 
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INTSlvrEtf^ SOMMARy — Mathematics Instructor #13 
Ho interview conducted. 
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Usage distribution 

Totals; 21* students, 72 hours, fiveragei 
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ID MUMSER t^thematics Instructor #14 



COURSE INFOR^tATIQN 
Name 
♦Enrollment 
Schedule 

PLIVTO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum^ 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 



Intermediate Algebra ^ sections) 

53/23 (total 2 sections) 

in class <1 section); outside of class^ 
terminals not Reserved (1 section) 

no response 

self 

college PLATO staff > U of I staff 

college PLATO staff 

some 

no 



COURSE EVALUATIQM 

Level of Lessons 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

f\ % Lessons Pt^viewed (approx*) 

Sessions Affected by Failure^ 

Would You Use Your Own T^^nfe 
to Improve PLATO Institution 

/ 

INSTRUCTOR INFOBM^ION 
First PrAT^t:ontact 
U of X: ^tension Course 
PLATO Lessons Designed 
PXtATO'. Lessons PrDgrammed/ 
Rjflease Time 
' Prior PLATO Use 

Source of PLATO Trainiji^ 
Years Teaching 
Years at ^^his ^p^llege 
' Tenure ' 



ERIC 




jpTenn beginning/end 



appropriate A 

less than deficient to sufficient 
average 



20% 

2 

no 



college PLATO staffs U of I 
none 
0 
0 

none 

PaU 75 ; 
Collage PLATO staff j» U of I s^ff 
4 
1 

no 
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY Mathematics Instructor #14 



General \ 

PjA^SS^'is'a^va^^ aid Imt it helps some students more th^Lothers* 
students do not really fl&ed it aod the indifferent do not us%Lt* 
The students who know they n^ed heljr and are willing to work their%ay 
through the mechanics are th^ students who will benefit most from nZVTO* 

PLATO offers great flexibility and a capacity for repeated drill 
and instruction* Unfortunately^ it i's not always available* Mechanil 
problems^ lack of verbal communication^ and missing instructions in 
lessons (instructions which experleOcsd authors may not realize are 
necessary) limit its use* Moreover, th^re may be little carry-over to 
textbook examples and problems* 

PLATO can not be easily compared to ot^^ forms of instruction and 
it can not solely replace them* If lessons are properly programmed with 
many branching alt;ernatives, PLATO should be better than- a workbook* 
Its impermanence and non-*port£Jbility preclude iu replacement of a text, 
which can be carried about and easily referred to\at will* Since it can 
give hints and provide a ready response, it shoUldN^be better than hOEnework 
atnd is. adequate to replace a lecture occasionally* Although PLATO is more 
like a tutor than any other aid, it can not equal a Veally goQd one and 
can not replace class discussion, for^ln the classroom some student will 
usually articulate a probla^ shared by many* 

Use 

PLATO was used principally as a voluntairy aid and secondarily, to 
replace a lecture .when the instructor was out of town* The class was* 
taken to the terminal room for an introducJtory session on PLATO* Students 
vere not required to us^PLATO on their ow time* When PLATO was used as 
class replacement, some tim^ was spent in class preparing for the PLA3 
lesson* Once an audior^visual ai4 w^ prepared to accompany the lesson* 
The instructor kept an index of lessons and suggested to students topics 
that matched topics covered in cla^< * ^ 

* 

The instructor would like to see PLATO available in the classroom 
as a teaching aid and made available in the hall carrels and library 
to be used as a freely accessil^le resource at the* student's convenience* 



'SSons 



The class used the text by Dolciani and handouts distributed in class* 

The instructor acknowledges that he Is too little experienced to know 
what topics are best suited to PLATO, but he thinks the only limitation on 
topics is the imagination of the programmer* Lessons with too many branches 
either lose the student's interest or fail to cover the material adequately* 
Since he had not reviewed all the lessons, he did not single out any partic- 
ularly good ones, but would like to have statistics lessons availedble* 
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Mathematics Instructor #14 — continued 

Slope and Intercept lessons are not however well suited; to his presentation 
of the material In class. 



The lesson index for Hath 123> Algebra^ Is well set up and the titles 
are similar to class topics since the lessons were written for that class. 
The learning level of the lessons suits the class well. 

Lessons should be continuously revised and should contain a good aioount 
of humor* Perhaps future lessons should be carefully developed by two 
pet^ple jointly so that weaknesses can be identified and corrected^ Authors 
should have taught the class at least five times^ and lessons should be 
tested in the classroom prior to general release* 



Mechanics and Administration 



Terminal a^vailability limited for students who want to use PLATO 
outside of a regularly scheduled class* Two serious system failures 
interrupted the introductory lesson. On the first day the instructor 
took the class back to the classroom; on the second day there was a 
/ifteen to twenty minute delay before the system was usable. Alternate 
class room work was planned however. This seWns to be th^ worst expei?^ence 
of any instructor at this college. 



Lou DiBello and Keith Bailey helped the instructor use PLATO. He 

managed the roster himself but the cur:ptculum was managied by either Bailey 

or' DiBello. 

* 

PLATO has not affected his classrpom teach^^ng or made a significant 
impact on his career. 

The course had no contact with ETS. 



Intermediate Algebra 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 27 students, ^4 hoars. Average: 2.4 
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Mathematics Instructor .#14 — continued 
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ID MUMBER MathCTiatics Instructor #15 



COURSE INFORMATION 
Name 
^Enrollment 
Schedule 

PLATO Use 
Roster 
Curriculum " 
Lesson Source 
Lesson Preview 
ETS 

COURSE EVALUATION 
Levvel of Lessoiis 

Quantity of Lessons 

Quality of Lessons 

% Lessons Previewed (approxfy 

Sessions Affected by Failure 

Would You Use Your Own Time 
to Improve PLATO Instruction 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
First PLATO Cbntact 
U of I Extension Coutse 
PLATO Le8S<5hs Designed 
PLATO Lessons Programmed 
Release Time 
Prior PLATO^ Use 
Source of PLATO Training 
Years Teaching 
Years at this College 
Tttnura 

r 

*Tarm beginning/end 



Intermediate Algebra (2 sectibns) 

€8/27 (total 2 sections) ^ 

during class (1 section); outside of class> 
terminals not reserved (1 section). 

no response 

self , * • 

college PLATO staff, u of I staff 
college PLATO staffs U of I staff 
yes J 
no 

appropriate 
le^ than sufficient 
low 
50> 
0 

no 

college PLATO staff, U of I staff 
none 
0 
0 

none ; 
Fall 75 

college PLATO staff, U of I staff 
# 

8 
3 

no 
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lUTERVIEW SOMMARY — Mathematics Instructor #15^ 

General = 

Although the voluntary use of PIA^ as a supplementary aid had helped 
a few students^ there seems to be a general disinterest in itsjase* xt 
seemed that no one completed any lessons* This niay, however, be symptomatic 
of a general lassitude in students toward the course* 



,. ■. * ' 

PLATO does provide an alternate method of instruction that m^y succe^^ ^ 
where others fail* It is equal to a workbook cind superior to presently 
available audio-visual, aids but will not replace homework and, at least 
until a full algebra c<W^se is programmed, cannot replace a text* It 
provides better drill than can be had in class^^ut it cannot replace lec-^ 
tures or class, discussion* Finally, constraints upon the time it is 
available to students limit^ its effectiveness* 

Use ' V 

PLATO was used as a voluntary supplement> and low use was disappointing* 
Students were given an introduction session fn PLATO' s use, and at *that time 
th€SSr Taeemed enthusiastic* That enthusiasm was not borne out in any appreci- 
able tise of the system* The instructor has^ no plans to require PLATO's use 
in the future* 

Lessons . 

^e lessons^available fdr algebra are not particularly distinguished 
and did not correlate well with the course text* Some lessons are only 
partially effective. The lesson on grapJjing successfully taught *the student 
to plot /the graph but not to wriJte the equitipn for it# Program problems 
add to the stu<3ent*s frustration* The cursor segment of^the lesson on 
simplifying radicals worked jjoo^^ly; there are no instructions on the use 
of the exponent key in lessons where its us$ is required* 

The best lessons are those which would provide reinforcement through 
drill artd help the student see where he has made a mistake* The factoring 
lesson is good f6r this. While the Xevel of lessons is generally good> 
more lesfidhs are needed on radicalfi and on syst^s of inequedities* Lessons 
should be more thoroughly tested before they are released^for general use. 

Mechanics and Adnanistration ^ 

No mechanical problems or system failure occurred, but then, there 
has been no in-class use* The instru<^tpr managed her own class roster, 
but Keith Bailey helped manage the curri^lum and maintained the lesson 
index* Lucretia Lockmiller and ^ob Graj>dey^providect general assistance* 

The course had no contact with ETS. ^ 

The instructor sees no great impact of PLATO on either her otti^^fcaireer 
or on the teaching profession* / 

% ^ ' \ 

^ . \ 
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Mathematics instructior #15 continued 
Recdnntendations, 

; . ^ 

PLRTp^^buld. 'Uised to provide extensive drill in algebra; students 
heed,r^lieat»a drill, and^'dtill is a thipg which PLATO does well* Future 
algeiara les.sonfl ought to be written 1:o corresgphd to the coverage nnd 
' prganiaation of a widely-used staiw^rd text* - ' 

; * • ' * ' ■ ^ * ■ ' ■ 
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Usage distribution 
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Usage distribution 

Totals: 2S students, 64 hours* 
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